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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord

He Is Lord

He is Lord, He is Lord!

He has risen from the dead,

and He is Lord!

Every knee shall bow,

Every tongue confess,

That Jesus Christ is Lord. ©1972 Scripture in Song

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 307 Morning has broken

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 67 [Pew Bible] 

1    May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face shine upon us,
Selah
2    that your ways may be known on earth,
    your salvation among all nations.
3    May the peoples praise you, O God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
4    May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you rule the peoples justly
    and guide the nations of the earth.
Selah
5    May the peoples praise you, O God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
6    Then the land will yield its harvest,
    and God, our God, will bless us.
7    God will bless us,
    and all the ends of the earth will fear him.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Come, children join to sing
Scripture Readings: NT – Acts 16:9-15

9During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
11From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. 12From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.
13On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.

                              Epistle – Revelation 22:1-7

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.
6The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”
7“Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.”
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 46 Rejoice and be glad      
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 5:1-13

1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. 2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda£ and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.£ 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
7“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
8Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”
11But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”
12So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”
13The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
Sermon: God’s way & God’s will

Why do so many people seem to have to suffer? Why do so many people suffer, and are seemingly innocent of anything? 

We could understand it: a person sins, then they get caught, then they have to suffer for their sin. 

But then we see a good person, who has done no harm, no real harm, and they may have done a lot of good, in fact they might be the best and truest believer you had ever met and they are the ones who end up suffering. And the murderous villain ends up in a big ol’ mansion, in great health, with every advantage in the world it seems.

Now it is a bit too easy to say, “Oh, but they are going to get theirs when they die.” Yes, everybody is going to die and there is a judgment, and there is a reckoning. But that is just a bit too easy, and it does not help the person who is trying to cope with their suffering or the suffering and sadness they are seeing in the world around them.


The weakness of evil is this sense of power it only appears to have. Human history has shown how pain and suffering can not only be endured, but overcome through deep personal conviction; belief in something greater. And that is something the mind can do. The real miracle is how the human spirit, empowered by this deep  faith turns suffering into growth. The fastest growing branches of the church are in the places of the world where the church is most greatly oppressed – in Africa & Asia.  

To see God’s way in the midst of this world, a world so shadowed by evil, is a trial and journey of faith that challenges every human soul. But to be able to see beyond the limitations that sin drapes over our lives like a veil and see perhaps the will of God – God’s hopeful path laid down through wise obedience and dedication.


As the church, this is what we are meant to see. Through being the church our goal is to encourage each other, and to help one another see beyond this mundane and ultimately limited world, and to celebrate the experience we share as we view perhaps the shoreline of heaven. God’s word is meant to give us that portal, to help us see and appreciate that God does have a purpose and a plan. 


Why else – do you suppose – that psalms about sheep and shepherds, or hills , mountains, long-ago destroyed places of worship, why do these bring us such comfort and a sense of peace? God’s will includes us and God’s way is still before the church as it continue today, in you. The ‘hay day’ of the church is not just back when your parents or grandparents filled up the pews and it was standing room only, Sunday – by – Sunday. 


The vision of the book of Revelation is that the ‘hay day ‘ of the church is any day it is with Christ and it makes its stand in the midst of God’s will.   


The river of life does not start flowing when the world ends, but it has been flowing since the very, very beginning; and you are a part of that life. You are meant to be a part of that eternity. 


In John’s vision the river is ‘clear as crystal’. Now I have been on many streams and river, always searching for that perfect fishing hole. I have see bubbling brooks as the morning sun first shines through the shimmering surface and each polished pebble is magnified by the bending lens of the flowing stream. This is a mid-summer type vision of a river, when the churning of spring runoff and early summer rains have passed and the perfect crystal calm comes to rest on the water, as silt and sand settle and there is a ‘revelation’ of the flow of life. This is life at its very best and most enjoyable.  


And like the great rooted cypress of the south, cresting the river is the tree of life. Now this tree is a vision that we have not seen since Adam and Eve were driven from the garden back in Genesis. When humanity sinned in Adam and Eve, God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” [Genesis 3:22]


But now we are shown the tree, and we are made to see what this tree is. The tree of life that grows in the midst of the Royal city in God’s heavenly kingdom, bears fruit every month of the year. It is always in season, constantly in bloom and forever ripening to produce strength and sustenance. And there is a couple of meanings; some important interpretations of this vision of the tree of life, because I want you to really think about what and where this tree really is, and where it is planted. 


If this is a vision of the kingdom of heaven, then before we go looking way off into some distant and unseeable future, we ought to look at the vision that Christ Jesus lays out when he says, ““The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within [or in the midst of] you.””   [Luke 17:20-21]


So much of the gospel of Matthew is given over to exploring the understanding of God’s kingdom; from the words of John the Baptists, through Jesus teachings, ministry and miracles, to how the disciples were begin to discover and embrace with understanding the ‘kingdom of God’. Chapter 13 of Matthew offers us a very full explanation of Christ Jesus’ teaching on the ‘Kingdom of God’ as he helped his disciples understand just how close to the kingdom of heaven they were.


There was a man who had a reputation for being the best fisherman on a certain large lake. No one knew how he did it. The others caught maybe one or two fish while he always brought back his limit of large fish. The person who most wanted to find out his secret was the game warden. Without telling him who he was, he got the man to take him with him. Very early in the morning they crossed the lake in the fog. The warden noticed that he no fishing tackle. Well, they finally arrived at a secluded cove and the man opened up a box and pulled out a stick of dynamite. He lit it and threw it in the water. It exploded and a bunch of fish floated to the surface. The warden then told the man who he was and that he was in a lot of trouble. The man started to think, then reached into the box and pulled out another stick of dynamite. He lit it and handed to the warden saying, “Are you going to just sit there or are you going to fish?”

That is the way that Jesus preached about the kingdom of God. You can’t just sit there, you have to do something with it. God’s kingdom is not just a vision of a futre or a distant place, but something to be reached for and sought in your own life. It is our life’s goal as a church, and the pathway that God has laid out for that goal is faith and the example of faith that are to be found in the fellowship of the Church.  


“The kingdom of heaven is near”, “it has come near”; this is the vision of heaven that is meant for the church, not as some distant far off place of our future and after our death. Heaven is the open door before us, and that tree of life that bears fruit in every season is that grace through faith that only comes through Christ. ‘Its leaves are for the healing of the nations.’ How much fuller an image of faith could we have than this which offers both life and healing? 


The heavenly kingdom and the holy city will merge, and not be separate things we perceive them to be. We will be fully in the spirit of Emmanuel – meaning God with us – which in what Christ Jesus offers us.


And when we follow God’s way we are promised that at the journey’s end will be more than the heavenly kingdom, for at last we will see the fulfillment of all human faith, and we ‘will see his face, and his name will be on (our) foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. “

Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Summer Fellowship – Looking for a date for another get together
Celtic Chorus – A choir from the Halifax area has volunteered their talented voices to provide our pastoral charge a weekend of Celtic Choral Music, May 21st 7pm @ St. Mark’s (good will offering) and during worship on May 22nd @ St James 11am [followed by a luncheon]. 
Treasurer – A job description for a new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study – Our Easter/Lent Bible study titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ meets Mondays at the home of Jessie Kelly 1982 Rte 495 East Branch, at 1pm. 
Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School has finished up for the season, but will be planning VBS for early July.

 Condolences – Prayers for strength and peace are extended to the family and friends of Steven Hutchison who passed away last Thursday. Our thoughts are with Arlene as she begins her journey west to live closer to her grandchildren. As per Steven’s wishes there are no service or visitation planned.
The Richibucto River Choir Spring concert on Saturday May 7th ,Saturday @7pm hosted by St. Charles Borromé Catholic Church in St. Charles. Tickets are limited and can be purchased $10 at the door or from a choir member before. 
Spring/Summer Gospel Gathering – This is in the planning stages
Thanks! – The BVFD would like to thank everyone for coming our in support of yesterday’s supper, and for making pies, rolls and items for the bake sale.
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – Is called to meet Wednesday May 11th at Zion Presbyterian Church

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs.4)

Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation Alleluia

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen Alleluia

We have been crucified with Christ
Now we shall live forever Alleluia


God has proclaimed the just reward
Life for all men, alleluia! Alleluia

Come let us praise the living God
Joyfully sing to our Saviour Alleluia
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. & Neil Ryan, Browns & Hutchison’s, Brian Curtis
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Mission Moments:  Small but faithful Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help support St. Matthew’s Presbyterian Church in Grand Falls-Windsor, Newfoundland. Formed in 1910, and theirs was the first church building in the emerging pulp and paper town. It has always been difficult to attract and keep a minister in this isolated area, so laity has takes on a strong leadership role in the church and community. Services with the Rev. Dr. Ian Wishart, the interim moderator, take place once a month. Ian visits for 2 full days so that he can lead a Sunday service and make pastoral visits to nursing homes and to those unable to attend worship. This small congregation remains active, faithfully supporting the church and valuing its place both in the town of Grand Falls-Windsor and the wider faith community of Presbyterians in Canada.
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