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May 21st 2017 – Easter VI

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  VBS – Ongoing planning for this summer. We may be changing our time to August to accommodate teachers.

Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing an Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. A special Alpha Spirit Day will be the morning to the early afternoon on June 3rd also hosted at Grangeville Baptist.

Roast Beef Dinner – Thanks! – folks over at St. Paul’s, Browns Yard want to say thank you to everyone who came out in support to their roast beef dinner.
Breakfast –  next Saturday (May 27th) from 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

Christian Fellowship potluck – June 3rd at 4pm (to 6pm) at the Bass River Fair Hall; everyone from every church welcome to the fellowship. 

Memorial Services – please let Sandy or one of the elders know about any summer events so that we can have our memorial services on the best days.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Paula Warman. 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   
Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 7 Father we love you

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: insert 374 Jesus loves the little children

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 66[Pew Bible] 

1    Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:
2    Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.
3    Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee.
4    All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name.
Selah
5    Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men.
6    He turned the sea into dry land: they went through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice in him.
7    He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
Selah
8    O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard:
9    Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved.
10    For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.
11    Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins.
12    Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.
13    I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows,
14    Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.
15    I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats.
Selah
16    Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.
17    I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue.
18    If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
19    But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer.
20    Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.
KJV

NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

  
    BoP 265

Scripture Readings:   NT – Acts 17:22-31

22Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 28For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 29Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device. 30And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 31Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
KJV

22Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.
24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man’s design and skill. 30In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”
NIV

                             Epistle – 1 Peter 3:13-22

 13And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? 14But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 15But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
16Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 17For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.
18For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 19By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; 20Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.
21The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.
KJV

13Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear£; do not be frightened.”£ 15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19through whom£ also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge£ of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  songs 209 O love that will not let me go

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 14:15-21

15If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
KJV

15“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
NIV

Sermon: Knowing the Unknown [ref. John 10,]

When it comes to teaching our children about God, we try and tell them what we know. We tell them the stories we learned, especially the stories we liked. I want us to ask ourselves today, do we often make ourselves vulnerable enough – with our children, with our friends, with anyone who we might share our faith – to begin our sharing with what we do not understand.

Samuel Pierpont Langley (1834–1906); an American astronomer, physicist, inventor of the bolometer and one of the pioneers of aviation, said, “Knowledge begins with wondering. Set a child to wondering and you have put him on the road to understanding”. 
Try to KNOW God. To say we know God in our own lives is quite a testament of faith. To know that which is unseen, unheard, and yet is revealed all around us has been our struggle since the world was founded. The prophet Isaiah asks the faithful, the children of God as they begin their journey back to reclaim the land and faith of their forbearers “Isaiah 40:21    Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded?”

And the answer is, at least our answer needs to begin somewhere with ‘No.’

While we believe in God it is okay, even important to admit how much we don’t know and we don’t understand. Unless we are vulnerable to what we do not understand, we will never be open to what we can understand. Unless we wonder at the unknown, we will never grow in knowledge.

Proverbs begins offering its wisdom, chapter one verse seven, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools£ despise wisdom and discipline.”

Do we all know fools like this? Ones we go to tell something to and the first words out of their mouth are “I know.” Really?! And rather than rolling our eyes – ‘of course they know.’ As often as you can, call them on that wisdom and deep understanding they profess. Hear them out. I can tell you that once a fool has exhausted their best understanding is the best time to teach them something. Usually a fool thinks they know something because the world around them has never let them get all the foolishness of their chest. 

The wisest moment for many authors is in the time that follows finishing some great written work; if they have a full understanding of the material and subject they may publish it, but without any real concern for what happens to it. If they feel it is unfinished and unrefined they will follow it their whole lives in hope for the answers they themselves could not offer.

One of the great proofs of God is our thirst for knowledge and understanding. Far from the pangs that caused Adam and Eve to sin in the garden and thieve from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the desire to know God is woven into our form by our creator as a gift we all share and which keeps our conscious open to God even when we are most closed in our thinking. 

That is evidenced in our text today as the apostle Paul journeys into Athens and in this city of oracles and temples speaks in the Aeropagus – the Hill of Mars, or the hill of Ares – which in Paul’s time was a meeting place for senators involved in the criminal justice system of Athens at that time. But what catches Paul’s attention is not the political or legal context, but the religious context in that it was also the place where a line of busts of gods, of significant figures, where the idolatry was practiced through a serious of shrines and there at the Aeropagus that looks across to the Acropolis, was a shrine that was blank.

There the woven desire to be in wonder and seek for a truer, more complete knowledge of God , was a shrine to ‘the unknown god’. It is there that Paul, who was struggling in this ministry to the people of Athens makes a famous stand and speech. There he offers to the leading officials, and all who were making their way through the shrines, a new enlightenment about God. This centre of commerce and culture surely knew and knew well the God of Israel. Their wisdom schools had grown up almost at the same time, and as the Macedonians and the Greeks went out to conquer the world they would have perhaps tried to wrangle God into their pantheon of gods – in much the same way that people today say that all religions say and do much the same thing, that was the sort of thing that the Greeks and Romans did regularly throughout their empires.

But neither the Jews, nor then the follower of Jesus Christ, accepted the pantheon. Yet Paul uses this opening to share the good news, but he was not just trying to add God on, but two show the rest of the pantheon to be a wrong presumption about God, a misunderstanding, a sign of our ignorance.

And we are still as ignorant when we fit God into our schedules in our own way and give God a token place in our lives. We confuse knowing God with trying to control God. 

But we are called to listen to the ‘Spirit of Truth’ that is Jesus name for the Counselor, the Holy Spirit. We can not control or contain the knowledge f who God is and what god would have us do. It is not limited to one of us, but is evidenced through all of us. Is knowable when we love, more than affection, but the real living knowledge of God that comes through compassionately offering ourselves for each other, being humble and honest about what we do and do not understand, building up one another in the confidence and assurance we have received through faith.

Jesus gives us more than words of comfort, in the promise of God’s Spirit being in the people the words of all the prophets come to fulfillment and we begin to glimpse what we will someday understand in full; 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: The family & friends of Paula & of Frank, Everley, Joe, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 410 Joyful, joyful we adore you  




BoP 569          
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks (vs.1)  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Hope lives here! Presbyterians Sharing helps Toronto’s ARISE Ministry offer outreach, case management and pastoral care to victims of human trafficking and people involved in the sex trade. As part of this ministry, the Rev. Deb Rapport sets out once a week at midnight with one or two others to chat with women they meet and find out if they are ok. They hand out bags filled by volunteers with things a woman might want - including hand sanitizer, tissues, lip gloss, chocolate and emergency numbers - and even more important, a sign that someone cares. Deb shares, “ARISE Ministry is where hope lives! What a profoundly awe-inspiring experience to see hope take hold in someone’s life. Please pray for ARISE as we continue to plant, tend and care for the seeds of hope growing in the lives of individuals involved in the sex trade.”
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Sandy will be taking his son Jack to the dentist on Tuesday for Jack’s first fillings. 
  Say a little prayer
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