A Christian Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
www.pccweb.ca/brpc

May 25th 2014 – Easter

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord (insert)
I love You Lord, And I lift my voice 
To worship You O my soul, rejoice! 

Take joy, my King; in what you hear 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound; In Your ear. 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 675 Precious Lord, take my hand
Precious Lord, take my hand  Thom​as Dor​sey
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry,
Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet,
Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 66 selections [Pew Bible] P. ______NIV

8    O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard:
9    Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved.
10    For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.
11    Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins.
12    Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.
13    I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows,
14    Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.
15    I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats.
Selah
16    Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.
17    I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue.
18    If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
19    But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer.
20    Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.
KJV

8    Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard;
9    he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping.
10    For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver.
11    You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs.
12    You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance.
13    I will come to your temple with burnt offerings and fulfill my vows to you—
14    vows my lips promised and my mouth spoke when I was in trouble.
15    I will sacrifice fat animals to you and an offering of rams; I will offer bulls and goats. Selah
16    Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.
17    I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue.
18    If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened;
19    but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer.
20    Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me!
NIV

Bible School Moments 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 499 Tell me the old, old story

     BoP 401
Scripture Readings: OT – Isaiah 55:1-9

1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 4Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. 5Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.
6Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
KJV

1    “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;
    and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
    Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
2    Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not satisfy?
    Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
3    Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.
    I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.
4    See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples.
5    Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten to you,
    because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendour.”
6    Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.
7    Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.
    Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
8    “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.
9    “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
NIV

    NT – Acts 17:22-31

22Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, “Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 

24God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 

28For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

29Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device. 

30And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 

31Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”
KJV

22Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.
24“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 

27God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 

28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man’s design and skill. 30In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 

31For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 134 Sweet hour of prayer 

Scripture Readings: 

       

Gospel – John 14:15-21

15If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 
KJV

15“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be£ in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
NIV

Sermon: In our orphanage

Some of us have had the chance to see it on stage, others only remember the movies, and it has been made into a movie a few times now, and still there are those who remember the serial cartoon, but the story of ‘Little orphan Annie’ is the quintessential, the north American stereotypical depiction of being an orphan. 


In the opening scene we find the heroine Annie, huddled by the barred window looking out into the failing night and coming dawn. And she is singing; she sings about her hope of who will come and adopt her, about her future, about having a family. She sings in the midst of her loneliness - and this is often the sad irony of orphans – they can be in a room of friends, surrounded by people that love them, and yet they can still often feel lonely and the pains of losing a parent. It takes a lot of love to make an orphan feel that they are no longer alone.


There are surprising few examples of orphans in the Bible, though in biblical terms it is important to note that being fatherless was akin to being completely orphaned. But the actual, only, full orphaned that appears as a character that I can find is in the Old Testament account of the life of Esther, and her uncle Mordecai takes her in and raises her as his own. That distinction though, still sets Esther apart in her story, though she is certainly loved and raised well by her uncle, she becomes a strong woman and an exemplary woman for a people who would so regularly suffer under persecution and mistreatment. 


But from the very beginnings of the law, and restated through psalms and prophecies is regularly visited though not laid out in any other main character’s story in the Old Testament, still we are told to care for the widowed and the orphaned and to bring fellowship and belonging to anyone who is separated from other s and isolated in their own life. 


So, when Jesus speaks to his disciples says in verse eighteen of today’s reading, and assures them that he will ‘not leave you as orphans’, he is saying this as one who by age might be considered a brother, but also as one who realized that for these disciples he had taken on a role that was very much like a father to them. 


Jesus had just told his disciples that if they were looking to get to know  God the Father that they should do this through God the Son, and this is more than reminding us that the character of a parent is revealed in their children. Jesus is drawing his disciples into the focused fellowship that will being the church; a family focused on God through the loving example that Jesus gave through his own life and finally both by giving his own life for our sakes upon the cross, and greater still to rise from that death to draw us as a brother who is also our Father, who is through the Holy Spirit always present loving, caring and guiding ever child; never leaving or forsaking us.


But then, there is a bit of a problem, for though God never leaves us or forsakes us; though Christ Jesus never leaves us as orphans, we behave, we believe, we act as though we belong to no one, that we are accountable to no one; and we might even get it into our heads that even though we are surrounded by others who struggle with this – just as the disciples had a hard time realizing this – that what we believe is just about us, about reading and trying to understand God’s word all alone, and try and figure out what books and devotionals Bible studies and sermons are all about all by our lonesome selves. Is thee any place in the Bible where it says, “You have to figure this out all by yourself.”?


Oh you may have come across something like the term, ‘for your own sake’, but that is very different than ‘all by yourself’. That is something we have read into our faith as Christians. It is something that has divided us and divides us still. Faith is no longer a discussion at the dinner table, if families are getting together to share a mealtime at all. Whether it is locking ourselves into some TV program, plugging in earphones to music in another corner, keeping our nose in a book, tapping away on cell phones and devices, or jobs, our focus on our personal journey, a growing determination to let our kids figure out for themselves while perhaps a little too blindly letting everything that goes on in the school environment guide our children into a fulfilling adulthood, we are already disjointed from each other, and living as a society that is a broken and dysfunctional family.


I had a phone conversation last night from a very dear friend who is also a single mother, who has raised her daughter till this year the daughter went to live with her father for a year. Though the mother and father perhaps are better off in their separation they are beginning to realize how much the daughter, in her self-centered, self –focused, self-made isolation, has being playing parent against parent – creating a swirl of chaos and hurt, in order to not be the only one who feels completely out of control. And as I shared with the mother, in pitting parents against each other, these children might think that they are gaining a certain sense of control but are isolating themselves so much that they will fall victim to someone who plays that ‘game of lies’ better. 


But life should not feel like an orphanage where we have to fight for some sense of self and control. Even orphanages should not feel like that orphanage from little orphan Annie or the hundreds of other orphan stories that are out there. Jesus is sent to do more than teach God’s people what the Law and the psalms and the prophets really mean, but to fulfill those promises of God in such a way as to make a world where there are no more orphans. Where no on is abandoned, where no one feels alone, where no on is really a shut-in, where no one is forgotten again.


When we forget this, and when we follow the bread-crumb trail of lies laid out by ‘the deceiver’, we can feel like we are trapped in an orphanage, right in the middle of our family, right in the middle of a loving community. Do our children think that we have abandoned them? Do they feel that something is between us and them? Do friends and neighbours feel that way? Do other Christians feel that way? 


We need to forgive, and set aside these things that pull us apart to try and get through life like orphans trapped in  our own cells in an orphanage. We need to see how we are in this together, to share the spirit of togetherness as often as possible, and really be a living testimony of ones who are not left as orphans, but are the beloved children of God, called to gather together sit this table in the our Brother and Saviour Jesus the messiah, the Christ of God, until we are called to the fullness of a loving family, and eternal family, gather ed at the great celebration feast with God in Heaven.    

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 687 Blessed assurance

songs 112
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia! Alleluia [vs.5]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Isaiah 53:1-5, Psalm 31:, Acts 1:1-11, Luke 24:44-53

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements:

The Lord’s Supper We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper  each week: May 25th Zion, June 1st St Andrew’s, June 8th St. James, June 15th St. Mark’s.

Charge Fellowship & Meeting – We are looking to follow up on the discussions from earlier this month. The date for the meeting is June 4th, 7pm

Hymn Sing – TODAY! 2:30pm we host the seasonal Hymn Sing at St James’ Presbyterian Church, Beersville. Everyone is invited to share praise and fellowship as we celebrate together the Holy Spirit’s coming in the season of Pentecost.

Church & yard Clean up – Date for the cleanups are St. James, Saturday June 7th; Zion Tuesday, July 1st (and semi annual meeting to follow) 
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Elder’s Workshop From the basics of eldership to how to reach out into your community and grow the church and its mission? Elders are invited to a workshop at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Moncton. The cost is ten dollars. June 9th 9 to 4
Bible Study Psalms Continuing this Wed. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

VBS – Looking to plan for early July, curriculum and craft ideas would be helpful from anyone who has interest or experience in this area
Breakfast – Thank you everyone who came out to enjoy a wonderful breakfast. The Ladies’ Aid are thankful for all the continuing support from the community.

Community Food Bank - Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship was cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Cecil, Ruby, John Allison & family, 
[image: image2.wmf]Mission Moments Changing lives through Youth in Mission In 2013 a Youth in Mission team traveled to Malawi where they visited PCC and PWS&D partners and projects in Mulanje and Blantyre, Malawi. Participant Katie Hubley from New Glasgow, NS, shares, “This trip was easily the most life-changing event I have ever experienced and I thank God every day for the opportunity to serve Him. I am so thankful for what I’ve learned from our brothers and sisters in Malawi – their warm welcome, their love of worship, their contentment, and their willingness to praise God and experience true joy in less than perfect circumstances.” Presbyterians Sharing supports the YIM program, enabling young people to learn about The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s mission and ministry around the world. 
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