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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  11 I love you Lord
I love You Lord



 by Laurie Klein
I love You Lord, And I lift my voice 
To worship You O my soul, rejoice! 

Take joy, my King; in what you hear 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound; In Your ear. 

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 675 Precious Lord, take my hand
  handout 

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry,
Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet,
Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [BoP 619] 

1    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
2    Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
3    When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
4    What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
5    For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.
6    Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:
7    All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
8    The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 499 Tell me the old, old story
      BoP 401

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 7:

1In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. 2Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 3And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 4The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 5And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 6After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. 7After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 8I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.
9I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 10A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 11I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 12As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.
15I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. 16I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. 
KJV

1In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream.
2Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 3Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.
4“The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a man, and the heart of a man was given to it.
5“And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’
6“After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.
7“After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns.
8“While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.
9“As I looked,
    “thrones were set in place,
    and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
    His clothing was as white as snow;
    the hair of his head was white like wool.
    His throne was flaming with fire,
    and its wheels were all ablaze.
10    A river of fire was flowing,
    coming out from before him.
    Thousands upon thousands attended him;
    ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
    The court was seated,
    and the books were opened.
11“Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12(The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)
13“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
15“I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. 16I approached one of those standing there and asked him the true meaning of all this.
“So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things:
 NIV

      Epistle – Romans 5:1-5

1Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
6For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
KJV

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 134 Sweet hour of prayer
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 16:12-15
12I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 14He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 15All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you.

KJV

12“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.
NIV

Sermon: Prayers & Visions
We’d sure like to see what God sees in all of this. 

Looking over our own life, looking over human history, or even trying to guess human potential and what is set before us in our future as a species of creation, trying to see things God’s way is essential if we are going to get our part in things.

Because most of the time life feels like a guessing game; sort of a shot in the dark. There are lots of directions we can take, decisions we can make, but most of the time life’s choices are made because we have no direction left. 

We can look for a path, some direction in the mists of cloud choices, but the path we are meant to take isn’t always clear to us. Trying to see past the veil of our own assumptions, other people’s expectations, under the burden of a world of mistakes that we have already made piled on top of everyone else’s sin; it’s no wonder following God, believing in God, knowing and loving God is such a challenge for so many. How do we make a choice about doing what is right? How do we find and follow God’s will for us?

That was the question set before Daniel. God’s people were taken from their Promised Land, their Holy Land, the land and temple they were given so they would have a place and a form in which to worship God. In their Babylonian captivity they could have left it all behind, become like the Babylonians and worshiped idols, and given up on their old laws. Daniel sought for a vision to guide the people of God and to direct his own way to make the right choices in his own life.

How did I come to ministry? To be a minister in the pulpit. I never really denied a life in the church, maybe serve a committee, or be on the board of managers, or help with the Sunday School, but when it came time to start recognizing my vocation I was pretty well set on anything minister-like. I began studies to enter into criminal profile work and forensics, which turned towards psychologist, that almost became a school guidance counselor, almost directing me towards politics, back towards teaching, until an atheist [who is now a devout Christian and Sunday School teacher] she sat me down and encouraged me to consider church ministry, because – as she put it, “That’s what you are doing anyway.” 


But that is not enough. It is not enough to simply have our presumptions confronted, to be stopped in out tracks and have someone point us in a direction and expect us to ‘Go!’ 


It feels like that sometimes, doesn’t it? Parents tell their kids, ‘be a hockey player in the NHL!’, ‘be a lawyer’, ‘be a doctor’, ‘be what I am and carry on after me’, and it is not a bad thing for parents to encourage their children, our young people to set goals and try and be something. Helping our children discover their vocation is one of the last great tasks of parenting, because in helping our youths and young adults find fulfillment we are setting up the strength of the next direction, and showing them how they can fulfill the 5th commandment ‘honour thy father and thy mother’.


Daniel’s calling, his rise to the position of a high administrator in first the Babylonian and then the Persian royal court, places him in the position of influence like a parent to all God’s people. He was seeking for the visions to guide God’s people. And that is the real first step, isn’t it, to having those visions from God.


We do not simply get up one day and say, “God, if you are there, please explain my whole life to me so I can get to the fun parts.” Well, I suppose you could, but please don’t be expecting to much in the way of results from a prayer like that.


It takes prayer. That was the whole point in the story in chapter six, something we can skip over in all the excitement of reading about somebody be thrown into a pit of lions. Daniel was not just chosen at random, picked out of some line, ‘Okay, today, Daniel will be lion food.’ 


Daniel was thrown to the lions because he followed the first commandment, and Daniel knew God as the only one true God and would never worship anyone or anything else. And for his faith Daniel was thrown to the lions. 


Prayer takes faith. Real prayer requires believing in God, even just a little bit. So many people today are out of practice believing in anything, that to believe in God feels like an impossibility. Somewhere along the line we get thinking we have to build up to believing in God - you know. 


We start with our system, or our society, we try to believe in our family or our friends, or maybe we even make it our goal to believe in ourselves. But whether our selves, our family and friends, or society, yes even our politicians, we may find ourselves where belief is broken and trust is lost.


Daniel does not try out believing in his own heritage, or in the royal court, or in his friends first. He begins by believing in God. He gets faith in the right order. He believes in God and then everything else starts to make sense. He believes in God and when he prays, its more than saying words and going through some ritual, it is actually talking  - not only to God – but talking with God.


Even his night-time dreams begin to make sense, and they show to Daniel that even when he is not praying to God, God is speaking to him. 

Our minds, our lives, have a strange way of displaying the word and will of God. Like with most things, we tend to have to learn the lesson the hard way. Yes, God could plainly say to Daniel, ‘there will be a lot of political changes ahead for God’s people and most of the civilized world, and first this nation and then another will come along and I will send my messenger and my own Son in the midst of all this upheaval to set every nation in the world back in the right direction and even that will take countless generations.’

What Daniel saw, was a way of explaining it, so that whoever might read or hear Daniel’s words might share a similar understanding but only after they had looked at it for a while. Daniel was given a dream, but is only able to interpret the vision, to understand the dream, through prayer. 

Daniel would have been aware of political and military intelligence and diplomatic reports, perhaps even more than the king was. He was privy to the knowledge that would inform his own dream. God spoke in the midst of Daniels’s experiences through prayer to give him the understanding to see a pathway through good times and hardships.

Until we are ready, until we are filled God’s Holy Spirit fills we will struggle to understand the truth and purpose of our lives, tragedy will remain an unfulfilling sadness, and the road through sorrow is an impossible course. 

Yet, in Christ Jesus, we are promised God’s presence, not because we deserve, have been faithful enough, or disciplined enough, but because God loves us that much, so send his begotten Son, to send his own Holy Spirit to draw us together and show us that through the love we share, love that comes from God, together we can come through suffering in the midst of our own lives into a new, better and everlasting joyful tomorrow. 

Only in God is this possible, only through Christ is the pathway made clear, and only by God’s Holy Spirit can we see our way - as Daniel did – to a new and brighter tomorrow.        


So let us pray now, seeking for that vision in our own lives. Let us pray . . .

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Condolences – Prayers and condolences are extended to the family & friends of Jonathan Mourant, who died following an accident last weekend. May God grant strength & peace to all who are mourning the loss of this fine young man.  

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Hymn Sing – TONIGHT!! May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist
Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

Fundraiser – Ross Agnew Memorial Ball Tournament supporting the scholarship trusted in his name on Saturday, June 1st, Clairville Ball Field, 

Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – 

Thank you everyone who came out to support this important fundraiser.

Clairville Clean-Up day Postponed due to rain, rescheduled for June 8th  
Presbytery Visits Clairville/Beersville May 29th; Bass River/West Branch June 5th 
Joint Session- There will be a meeting on June 17th 7pm, at St. Mark’s Hall
100th Birthday Party– Open to all. Honouring James Lawson’s 100 years on June 2nd hosted at the Greenwood Lodge, 2-4pm; on June 9th James will be honoured at St. James, Beersville during the morning worship 11am.

AMS - June 13th , @ Beulah Morton’s 1:30pm – All are welcome 

Quilt Show & Sale and much more (crafts, material & etc...) @ St James United Church, Kouchibouguac; May 30th to June 2nd; 10a to 4p All are Welcome 

call Lucie 876-3600 cell 524-7678

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   songs 112 He leadeth me
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

Holy Spirit, on us fall, 

As we go fulfill our call, 

Serving God by loving all, 

Alleluia! Christ our Saviour.

Holy Spirit, with us stay,

Teach us what we ought to say,

Guard and keep us in the Way.

As we follow, Christ our Saviour.

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Mourant & Fillmore family, Raymond, Brandon Reid, Cathy, Carmen, Alan, Jeanne, Ashley & Brady, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Grace, Orga, Bill 
[image: image1.jpg]Right! (hat are
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Mission Moment Engaging with students How do you reach university students who are spending less time attending on-campus events and more and more time connected to cell phones and other electronic devices?  You meet them where they are at! The University of New Brunswick Campus Ministry has created a Facebook page, maintains a blog, and writes column in the university’s student publication. Along with face-to-face outreach the campus ministry also offers wilderness hikes, so students who - drawn to nature - can to explore life through the great outdoors.  Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing allow the Campus Ministry give authentic Christian spirituality to students in accessible ways.  
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