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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost Sunday

May 27th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Meeting with the Zion Session Lisa-Mae McDonald-Gallant & Mike Gallant would like to bring their son, Alexander for baptism. They are members of St. Andrew’s in Moncton, but are in the process of considering moving their membership.
Bible Study: has rounded up for this year. We will be having an evening potluck fellowship 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

Church Growth Workshop –We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. Meeting this Wednesday at the manse at six o’clock for a BBQ, you are welcome to bring items.

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated with service notes & bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship [overhead]  I love you Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 677 My faith looks up to thee
   BoP 398
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 103 [selection; BoP 654] 

1    Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2    Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

3    Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

4    Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

5    Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

6    The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.

7    He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.

8    The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

9    He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.

10    He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

11    For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

12    As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

13    Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him.

14    For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

15    As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.

16    For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.

17    But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s children;

18    To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.

19    The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.

20    Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

21    Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.

22    Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul. KJV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 499 Tell me the old, old, story

     BoP 401 

Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 2:1-21 

1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 7And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 8And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 10Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 12And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 13Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.
14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 21And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
KJV

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine”
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17    “‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18    Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19    I will show wonders in the heaven above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20    The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21    And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
NIV

       Epistle – Romans 8:22-27

22For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 24For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
26Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
KJV

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 134 Sweet hour of prayer
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 16:1-15

1These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 6But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 12I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 14He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 15All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show it unto you.
KJV

1“All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. 2They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. 3They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was with you.
5“Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
12“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.
NIV

Sermon: More to say


We sometimes get to thinking that between years of going to church, or maybe reading the bible by ourselves each day, or some blend of the two, we have enough of a sense of what the bible is saying and about what it means to be a Christian, to just go at being a Christian from here. The religion has been here some two-thousand years, and if our parent’s generation did not have everything figured, surely by this point we have it all sorted out. Right?! Or not really?


We have not got it all figured out. After two thousand years of scholarly study, private devotions, and countless Sunday sermons, there is still something more to be said, to be understood and to be shared.


When Jesus sat with his disciples teaching them what they would need to know in order to survive the mission that he would commission them to do in his resurrection, he prepared them to face persecution, even death; but even more than this he was preparing them to face the unknowns of faith.


Having faith assumes that there is an unknown. If we knew everything we wouldn’t have to believe in anything. Sometimes we act as though what we know about being Christian is all we need to know. The phrase ‘good enough’, is the beginning of any lowering of expectations, effects and conclusions. ‘Good enough’ is rarely good enough. If someone was going to secure a climbing line for you and told you that the rope was ‘good enough’ and the knots they used was ‘good enough’ and the anchor they were fastened to was ‘good enough’ wouldn’t you be skeptical about trying to make the climb or descent. I’d hope you would be.


What we know about what it means to follow Christ is not enough, and it certainly is not everything; that is why we need Christ present in our lives and we need the forgiveness that is ours because of him. There is more to discover than has been revealed to us about what it means to be Christian. There is more to understand than what the  theologians of our past have been able to interpret and explain.


We are called to read scripture, and read it again, and read it again, and again, and again; to read it as we make our way through life because God has more to say through the Word of scripture. One of the promises we make as ministers and elders in the church is to be alert for the continual illumination of the Holy Spirit. 


God has more to say to us. God is going to use this experience of ministry, the work of this congregation and the life of faith we share together to say something to the whole church. We might put ourselves down from time to time, and question whether our personal views about the bible really matter, but we are assured by Christ that they most certainly DO matter. 


If we were born with all the faith we would ever have, and all the understanding of scripture we would ever need, than why would we ever need to be born, or to grow, to learn many kinds of things, to have good and bad experience, to struggle through hard time, to have rest in easy times; all these things in our livers are meant to call us to question our purpose, examine our beliefs, and work and reworking our faith through God’s Holy Word and in the fellowship of God’s Holy Spirit.


We have more access in our generation to the bible, and to the scholarly writings about the bible and to sermons and teachings about the bible. We can watch video of Christian mission and ministry locally and around the world, we can share in teachings and lessons of almost any denomination of the church, and we should be entering into an age where the church is more inspired and directed by God’s word than ever before.


I ask you, honestly, if you feel that is true. Has the church been inspired by this transformation in its context? Are it members engaging the reality of a world where we do not need to deliver bibles to every door as much as we need to get people to open the bibles they already have, or to click on one of the thousands of bible web pages, or use a bible computer program, and access God’s Word for themselves?


If Christ Jesus said that there is still more to learn after all the time he spent with his disciples and the many lessons that they learned from him, how much more to we have to learn from God through the Holy Spirit? 


And so this means that there is more to learn than what you are going to get from the sermon on Sunday too. Where is your faith on Monday? What are the lessons that your work experience going to teach you? What truth about God will be revealed to you through how you live you life with your family? I preach a sermon on Sunday, but what are your listening to for the rest of the week? And in all the loud cacophony of stories and ideas and proverbs and thoughts, can you hear and discern God speaking in the midst of it all?


  What we learn from Jesus teachings recorded in the gospels is a beginning. It is teachings that are meant to inspire teaching; because in teaching the good news of Jesus Christ we ourselves are able to learn and know its truths for ourselves. So, when Jesus promises the Holy Spirit to his disciples – and to all who would come after those disciples, even to you and I – he promises the power to be led and to lead others to God’s truth. Sometimes this might mean persecution, or ridicule, or our suffering as a church or as individuals of Christian faith.


But the coming of the Holy Spirit also means power; the real power to effect real change in people’s lives in ways they need to grow and learn and change the most. It means the power to heal; in real physical ways [and you might want to offer a prayer of thanks for those healing professionals in your life in the way they administer that healing] but most importantly in deep spiritual ways. The Holy Spirit brings the power of discernment and judgment, and in the truth God reveals in filling us with His Holy Spirit, we stand convicted of our sins; while at the same time being assured of our salvation in Christ.


And this is a wonderful revelation! For by the presence of the Holy Spirit we are joined in fellowship to the whole of the church – even as it stands in celebration and glory in heaven – and the whole and universal {Catholic} church is one in Christ, through the new covenant in His blood and the resurrection we are called to share. And we are called by the Holy Spirit in the continual teaching of truth, and that means that we are also called into rediscovering the truth as God continues to give it.


For God’s Spirit is present with his Church, calling us to fellowship and by His Word revealed new each day, each moment we open our lives to the conviction and resurrection from the life we have had to the life we are mean to have. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

We pray for: The situation in Syria, as tensions rise, awareness grows, may truth reveal our course.

IN the tense situation of Afghanistan, with Iran, in North Korea and throughout the globe. May world leaders, political and military leaders seek not their won way, but in wisdom God’s way.

We pray for: Our Church and its work in the world, our denomination as it serves in and from our context of faith, and for our own congregations here and throughout this region. May we serve through a good understanding of truth, offering the good news of that truth to the world.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 490 God of grace and God of glory

BoP 465
Benediction 

Dismissal: Alleluia, Alleluia
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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Mission Moments CANADA: Hope for the future Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing provide hope and grace through Winnipeg Inner City Missions. Director Margaret Mullin writes, “Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are invested in the lives of the people we met every day. Your prayers positively affect their lives and strengthen us for the task at hand.  Through your generosity, you are giving people hope for the future; you have helped many families in crisis; and you have been there for many children, youth and adults in desperate human need.”  Let us pray for WICM’s dedicated staff and for the people they faithfully and lovingly serve.

Clean Water for All Clean water is one of the most basic requirements for life, yet more than a billion people around the world still do not have access to it. Presbyterian World Service & Development is working with partners in Malawi and Tanzania to address this urgent need. In 2011, two boreholes and two shallow wells were constructed in Malawi and eight new wells were constructed in Tanzania. Village Water Committees are also being trained in hygienic practices to promote healthier living. Access to clean water and proper sanitation is reducing the prevalence of waterborne illnesses, children are able to attend school, and women have more time to complete household tasks, start small businesses and harvest crops. Water is a gift of life from God for all people. Your generous support is helping PWS&D bring clean water to people in need for healthier futures.
