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May 28th 2017 – Easter VII 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Announcements:  Special Event! Today following worship there will be a gathering at the Beersville Fire Hall where Rev. Sutherland and Bishop David Edwards will be sharing a special blessing over the Harcourt-Beersville fleet.

VBS – Ongoing planning for this summer. We may be changing our time to August to accommodate teachers.

Sunday School –We host a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s, Bass River during worship.

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing an Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. A special Alpha Spirit Day will be the morning to the early afternoon on June 3rd also hosted at Grangeville Baptist.

Breakfast –  next Saturday (May 27th) from 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

Christian Fellowship potluck – June 3rd at 4pm (to 6pm) at the Bass River Fair Hall; everyone from every church welcome to the fellowship. 

Memorial Services – St. Matthew’s Clairville July 23rd, Beersville August 20th, please let Sandy or one of the elders know about any summer events so that we can have our services on the best days.

Thanks – The folks over at the Beersville Hall are very thankful for the fine turnout yesterday for the breakfast.
Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Paula Warman, of Kathleen Flanagan and of John Cail. 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 12 Be Glorified

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: songs 112 Blessed Assurance

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 68:19-35 [Pew Bible] 


Psalm 68:19-35

19    Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.
20    Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death.
21    Surely God will crush the heads of his enemies,the hairy crowns of those who go on in their sins.
22    The Lord says, “I will bring them from Bashan; I will bring them from the depths of the sea,
23    that you may plunge your feet in the blood of your foes,
    while the tongues of your dogs have their share.”
24    Your procession has come into view, O God, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary.
25    In front are the singers, after them the musicians;
    with them are the maidens playing tambourines.
26    Praise God in the great congregation; praise the LORD in the assembly of Israel.
27    There is the little tribe of Benjamin, leading them,
    there the great throng of Judah’s princes,
    and there the princes of Zebulun and of Naphtali.
28    Summon your power, O God; show us your strength, O God, as you have done before.
29    Because of your temple at Jerusalem kings will bring you gifts.
30    Rebuke the beast among the reeds, the herd of bulls among the calves of the nations.
    Humbled, may it bring bars of silver. Scatter the nations who delight in war.
31    Envoys will come from Egypt; Cush will submit herself to God.
32    Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, sing praise to the Lord, Selah
33    to him who rides the ancient skies above, who thunders with mighty voice.
34    Proclaim the power of God, whose majesty is over Israel, whose power is in the skies.
35    You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary;
    the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people.
    Praise be to God!  

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 401 Tell me the old, old, story 

Scripture Readings:     NT – Acts 1:6-14

6So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk£ from the city. 13When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

                 Epistle – 1 Peter 5:2-11

2Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,
    “God opposes the proud
    but gives grace to the humble.”£
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 134 Sweet hour of prayer
Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 17:1-11

1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
6“I have revealed you£ to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 
Sermon: Raising Prayer 

Which way is up?

I know, you are all going to leave today shaking your heads because your preacher does not know which way is up. But I need to ask you, you of this post-post modern age, you of this high tech era, you who have seen people go to space, go to the moon, or spin around the outer space of this planet for months, which way is up?

Cause simply pointing to the ceiling or the sky isn’t enough. 

I know this is a really simplistic thing, because we can just say that up is anywhere from the centre of the earth up, but there comes a point where we are no longer on earth and then where are our prayers going? Out, out to where?

What happens to your prayer when it escapes your lips or leaps from your heart? What is the trajectory? What is the speed?

I shout loud prayers from up here, some of them perhaps longer than they need to be as I try to cover the ground I am convinced either you or God want me to cover. Most of my prayers don’t even come close to the coverage that Jesus gives in his prayer though, since he is praying for every Christian from his day and throughout all time. 

And why does Jesus need to pray any way? Is Jesus not God? Isn’t he God’s Son? Where is the Holy Trinity in this Gospel moment in John?

Can’t you see it? Can’t you feel it when you yourself take to your knees, or at least the knees of your heart and you ask God for the chance to be right, and do right, and to help those that you love?


Sorry, that’s a bit of a heavy start.

A young boy called the pastor of a local church to ask the pastor to come by to pray for his mother who had been very ill with the flu. 
            The pastor knew the family and was aware they had been attending another church down the road. So the pastor asked, "Shouldn't you be asking Brother Simon down the road to come by to pray with your mom?" 

 The young boy replied, "Yeah, but we didn't want to take the chance that he might catch whatever this is that Mom has."

Where do we go for prayer? Jesus guides us to go where we are. Any place, every time, a moment to yourself in the prayer corner or closet, a place on a hill, before crowds at meal time, at the time of your death. Pray. Talk to God, and if you don’t have the words Jesus gives us the words. The Lord’s Prayer - as we often call it - and many other prayers. 


Go and pray where you are, and go ahead and pray with the people you are with, but don’t seeking an audience. That last point kinda steps in the way of a lot of our outreach, because too much of our outreach can focus on getting people to com here and hear and share our prayers, rather than us going out and hearing and sharing theirs.


As Jesus’ disciples came together after his ascension, the book of Acts tells us that they were ‘constantly in prayer’. Now I have been a part of prayer vigils, I have prayed for hours. I have kept up routines of prayers over several days, but to be constantly in prayer . . . so I hit the Greek on this one [προσκαρτερεω] and what I came up with encourage but did not excuse us, because it was a call to earnest and diligent prayer. See in those prayer vigils I could tell there were some that were doing because everybody else was. And in those ritual and routine prayers over several days I could tell there were people who were wishing they were somewhere else, and I have had those moments where in the midst of deep and intense prayer I feel the failing of my own strength and energy and I just want to stop. 


Good prayers are not the long prayers that have no end, and earnest prayers are not the one that follow the schedule, but as Psalm 51:17 says: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 


Being in the right spiritual state that is the opening of your prayer, not “Dear God” or “O Lord” or even “Our Father”. 


So where is that prayer going? Is there an angel with a notebook - like the ones the children and I made – who is going to whip up and over to heaven to fulfill your order like some divine waiter. 

I’d like to paint a picture for you, and given our time this morning and my skill with a paint brush, your imaginations will have to do the work. Imagine first a park bench [it’s a little nicer than the rock ground in the garden of Gethsemane by the Mount of Olives], onto that park bench a little lost child sits their little hands clasped tightly, head bowed, obviously in prayer. On the one side by the child is Jesus, wounded hands embracing the child, on the other side a strong parental figure with their arms around both Jesus and the child, and before them a dove whose bright fluttering wings raise the child’s eyes from prayer to look and see their own Mom and Dad standing right there with joy and relief on their faces [see when you paint picture in your mind you can make them 3D and 360 degrees]. 

Christ’s prayer for us is even like that, and in that prayer the gospel gives us we are invited to see the invitation; Jesus has invoked his divine connection in the divine for us. 

johnny had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. After a while he emerged and informed his mother that he had thought it over and then said a prayer. 
       
      "Fine", said the pleased mother. "If you ask God to help you not misbehave, He will help you." 
       
      "Oh, I didn't ask Him to help me not misbehave," said Johnny. "I asked Him to help you put up with me."

Everyone’s prayers are their prayers, What God offers us though is not simply a way of getting what we want out of life. Getting what we want is what feel-good spiritualists, or prosperity preachers like Osteen, they well tell you that is what faith is about, and offer up a prayer in that spirit is like talking down to God.

A little boy was kneeling beside his bed with his mother and grandmother and softly saying his prayers, "Dear God, please bless Mummy and Daddy and all the family and please give me a good night's sleep." 
       
      Suddenly he looked up and shouted, "And don't forget to give me a bicycle for my birthday!!" 
       
      "There is no need to shout like that," said his mother. "God isn't deaf." 
       
      "No," said the little boy, "but Grandma is."
We are a part of God’s answer to prayer. Sometimes we just know what people are praying about. Sometimes we listen at the door to hear a child’s prayer, sometimes people ask us to share in their prayer, sometimes we just know; don’t tell me, you know and I know how, we just know, and God puts us to work answering prayer. It’s not always about big crazy miracles, sometimes it is just getting done what needs getting done.

You know, I may not know where up is? But I do know that when I pray that is where I want to my prayers to go? I know that God is bigger, better, stronger and in all ways higher than I am? 

So we raise our prayers, and we ask God for help, and we remain humble and thankful for everything we have and are given, because God is good, and God is great. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 379 We have heard a joyful sound

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs.5) 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe,  Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Juanita, Sandy McPherson, the Alpha program, Aaron, this summer’s VBS, the family and friends of Kathleen, John & Paula.
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  Mission Moments:  Health and Hope in Afghanistan Razia always wanted to be a mother. But the young woman had struggled for years to conceive and feared something was wrong. In the remote village in Afghanistan where she lives, the closest health centre was a distance away; therefore medical check-ups and tests seemed a nuisance and the cost to travel an unnecessary expense. With the establishment of a Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported health centre in a nearby village, Razia was able to meet with medical professionals who addressed her health concerns and helped her receive proper treatment so she could get pregnant. Today, with improved access to necessary health services, Razia’s well-being has improved and her hope is restored.  
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