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May 29th 2016 – Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 379  We have heard a joyful sound

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 96 [Pew Bible] 

1    Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2    Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
3    Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
4    For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; He is to be feared above all gods.
5    For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.
6    Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.
7    Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.
9    Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.
10    Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.
11    Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it;
12    let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 

Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy;
13    they will sing before the LORD, for he comes, He comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth.
Children’s story – Psalm 119: 11
9    How can a young man keep his way pure?
    By living according to your word.
10    I seek you with all my heart;
    do not let me stray from your commands.
11    I have hidden your word in my heart
    that I might not sin against you.
12    Praise be to you, O LORD;
    teach me your decrees.
13    With my lips I recount
    all the laws that come from your mouth.
14    I rejoice in following your statutes
    as one rejoices in great riches.
15    I meditate on your precepts
    and consider your ways.
16    I delight in your decrees;
    I will not neglect your word.
tsâphan
tsaw-fan'
A primitive root; to hide (by covering over); by implication to hoard or reserve; figuratively to deny; specifically (favorably) to protect, (unfavorably) to lurk:—esteem, hide (-den one, self), lay up, lurk (be set) privily, (keep) secret (-ly, place).
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 774 God forgave my sin
God forgave my sin Freely, Freely 

Carol Owens
God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His love as He told me to

He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received;

               Freely, freely give.’

‘Go in My name, and because you believe,
Others will know that I live.’

All power is given in Jesus' name;
In earth and heaven in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His power as He told me to
Scripture Readings: OT – 1 Kings 8:22-26

22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23and said:
“O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 24You have kept your promise to your servant David my father; with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today.
25“Now LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons are careful in all they do to walk before me as you have done.’ 26And now, O God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David my father come true.

                              Epistle – Galatians 1:1-12

1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—2and all the brothers with me,
To the churches in Galatia:
3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—7which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!
10Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.
11I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. 12I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 397 Rock of Ages      

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 7:1-10

1When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6So Jesus went with them.
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one,‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.
Sermon: Just a Word from God 

Sometimes you hear a sermon from a preacher and its like chickens with their heads cut off- once you think the sermon is done, it just jumps back up and runs in another direction. Other times, you just wish preachers would learn a lesson from the oil fields: If after ten minutes you haven't struck oil, stop boring! 


Because those types of sermons are not doing a bit of justice to the Word of God they are supposed to be honouring and explaining. God’s word is transformative. The Holy Spirit alive and enlightening all our understandings of this book is not meant to just inform, or to make us feel good, but to change our lives, all of our lives in meaningful and powerful ways.


Well speaking of the Holy Spirit; One pastor was greeting folks at the door after the service. A woman said, "Pastor, that was a very good sermon." The pastor says, "Oh, I have to give the credit to the Holy Spirit." "It wasn't THAT good!" she says.


But I hope today you really find that it IS that good, because ever time I come to this pulpit we are all in the Spirit. From our opening announcements to our dismissal and our handshake at the door, so much of what today is about is being in the Holy Spirit. 


God’s Holy Spirit is transformative; as God breathes life into our lives by helping us to see and understand the errors of our lives, and the way we have fallen away from potential, and how we need to be more and more God’s people. We need to make the change from being always all about us, and starting living all about Christ.

 
What does it take for change to happen in someone’s life. We have seen the tragedies that come from abuses of alcohol or drugs, or some other substance. It only takes a moment in their impaired state result in disaster. We’ve been to too many funerals, had to comfort to many grandparents burying their grandchildren. It is not the epidemic we see on the news of some remote reserve communities, but that is the direction our whole community is heading. We are in a culture where abuses and self harm are not challenged; and when people make bad choices, those choices go unchallenged because it was ‘their choice’.


Perhaps for some, change happens because of illness; and the struggles that come through living through a disease. When breathe is fleeting and we lose the ability to look after ourselves, we are made humble in the weakness of our bodies. It is hard for people to actively believe in a healing God when they are in perfect health.


Whatever state we are in, we don’t usually go seeking the Kingdom of God until we feel we have reached the streets of hell. We don’t look for a way out and away from trouble when we are sitting back in comfy lawn chairs, on a beautiful sunny day.


People often ask, ‘Why does God even let evil exist?’ I answer that when God’s great goodness is not enough for us to turn to God and obey God’s commands and live with Christ as our way, then evil has to show us and remind us just how much we need God. Evil will end when we at last know goodness from evil and know enough to always set evil aside and follow the Lord.


One day a centurion sent his servants to seek a miracle from Jesus, but he would not go himself because he felt unworthy being in Jesus’ presence. I wish a lot more Christians had that attitude. We act as thought we have the right to Jesus, and that we deserve to have Jesus in our lives, and that when we sing lines like “Jesus is mine!” as we do in the hymn Blessed Assurance, we believe and behave that it is me or at least us, and us alone.

A pastor was preaching on the Minor Prophets

...all twelve of them in one sermon. 

After two hours he was only half-way through his message. Everyone was getting restless. Most had stopped paying attention. After four hours, to everyone's relief, he said "Finally...". It was almost over, they thought. 

Then to their horror, the Pastor said, "Oh, I forgot about Micah...what shall we do with Micah?". One old lady sitting right in front could take no more. She stood up and said, "Hey, preacher! Micah can take my seat...I'm going home!".


But Jesus is the begin of God’s promise that God’s word is not mean for just one people, and that it is the responsibility of everyone who believe to share belief and the very word of God with others. It is not shared to bring about aggravation, or division but to bring people together and to not just heal their relationships with each other, but within every person God’s Word brings about wholeness and understanding. It is more than just hearing, it is having faith.

A nun who works for a local home health care agency was out making her rounds when she ran out of gas. As luck would have it there was a station just down the street. She walked to the station to borrow a can with enough gas to start the car and drive to the station for a fill up. 
       
      The attendant regretfully told her that the only can he owned had just been loaned out, but if she would care to wait he was sure it would be back shortly. 
       
      Since the nun was on the way to see a patient she decided not to wait and walked back to her car. After looking through her car for something to carry to the station to fill with gas, she spotted a bedpan she was taking to the patient. Always resourceful, she carried it to the station, filled it with gasoline, and carried it back to her car. 
       
      As she was pouring the gas into the tank of her car two men walked by. One of them turned to the other and said: "Now that is what I call faith!"

What do you call faith? Where do you see it at work and from whom? How do people know that your faith is in God and not something else?

The centurion, that man who worked for Rome and served the enemy was more truly a servant of God. He understood the Holiness and the power of Jesus because he was in the Holy Spirit. He knew that Jesus could bring about the healing needed in his household. He even went so far as to be humble before a person he could have easily just had arrested and brought to him.


But he humbly asks Jesus, the living Word of God to bring healing in to his home, and that needs to be the invitation in our hearts too. Because it is not enough just to come here and sing a few hymns and go home. We need to take the healing we have received here home with us, that our houses and our lives together will echo with Christ’s healing, and those who serve with us in life will live in the wholeness and fellowship of the Lord.

  And that is not just for here today, but for tomorrow and the forever that is in Christ Jesus, 

Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 
Celebrations of the Lord’s Supper– June 12th –26th

Summer Fellowship – Looking for a date for another get together

Summer Gospel Gathering – This is in the planning stages for June Treasurer – A job description for a new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study –Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers [Emerson Rd] in Beersville. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School has finished up for the season, but we will be planning VBS for July 4th –8th .

Congratulations – to Bryce & Amber Gullison (Thompson) who were married yesterday by Rev. Sutherland at St. Mark’s in Bass River

Condolences – A graveside memorial and committal was held honouring Matthew MacDonald’s life yesterday at Zion Cemetery. Our thoughts and prayers are with his friends and his family, and thanks to all who have supportive.
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session & Managers – As well as treasurers are invited to a meeting with Presbytery representatives this Wednesday, June 8th , 7pm 

Celtic Chorus – Thanks to all who came out and was a part of our weekend with Celtic Flavour. They had a terrific time, and we are thankful for their performance, and the generosity with which they were shared.


Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 465 God of grace & God of glory 

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit on us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Celebrations of the Lord’s Supper– June 12th –26th

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 
Summer Fellowship – Looking for a date for another get together

Summer Gospel Gathering – This is in the planning stages for June Treasurer – A job description for a new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study –Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers [Emerson Rd] in Beersville. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School has finished up for the season, but we will be planning VBS for July 4th –8th .

Congratulations – to Bryce & Amber Gullison (Thompson) who were married yesterday by Rev. Sutherland at St. Mark’s in Bass River

Condolences – A graveside memorial and committal was held honouring Matthew MacDonald’s life yesterday at Zion Cemetery. Our thoughts and prayers are with his friends and his family, and thanks to all who have supportive.
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session & Managers – As well as treasurers are invited to a meeting with Presbytery representatives this Wednesday, June 8th , 7pm 

Celtic Chorus – Thanks to all who came out and was a part of our weekend with Celtic Flavour. They had a terrific time, and we are thankful for their performance, and the generosity with which they were shared.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M.,  Kirk W. & Neil Ryan, MacDonald family, Fort McMurray
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You would no think a job could be any
easier than being the weatherman living
in a desert.. but did he predict rainz NOO!
The Flood.. from another perspective.



Mission Moments:  PWS&D Responds to Floods in Pakistan In 2015, Sajawal in Pakistan experienced the worst flooding in years. Monsoon rains and melting glaciers in the north washed away homes, roads and infrastructure. Over 200 people lost their lives in the devastating torrent. When waters receded, fields and crops were damaged; many farm families went hungry. In response, PWS&D, in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, provided emergency food packages to meet the nutritional needs of over 2,000 families affected by the flood. The food packages—containing flour, legumes, oil and salt—relieved families of hunger for five months renewing strength to those beginning to rebuild their livelihoods.   
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