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Service of Worship

May 31st 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 12 Be Glorified (NBoP 252)

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP  Holy, Holy, Holy
Responsive Reading: Psalm 29

1    Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    worship the LORD in the splendor of his£ holiness.
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3    The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4    The voice of the LORD is powerful;
    the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5    The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6    He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
    Sirion£ like a young wild ox.
7    The voice of the LORD strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8    The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9    The voice of the LORD twists the oaks£
    and strips the forests bare.
    And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10    The LORD sits£ enthroned over the flood;
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
11    The LORD gives strength to his people;
    the LORD blesses his people with peace.
Children’s Reflection – What does Gods’ voice sound like?

1. God speaks in my innermost human spirit. Self or Satan speaks in my Soul (Hebrews 4:12). 
 2. God tends to speak with gentle leadings in contrast to what I often perceive to be the compulsive, clamouring, loud demands of Self or Satan (1 Kings 19:11-13). 

 3. God’s voice produces freedom. Self’s or Satan’s voice often produces bondage (Matthew 11:28-30). 

 4. God tends to speak when we are consciously seeking Him. Self or Satan tend to speak with sudden intrusions of thoughts into the mind (Jeremiah 29:12-13). 

 5. When God speaks there is a definite sense that everything is under control. When Self or Satan speaks there is an inner sense that something is out of control (Psalm 37:4). 

 6. God gives clear-cut, specific directions. Self or Satan often communicates in confused, uncertain wonderings. 

 7. God convicts of specific sins. Self and Satan often accuse in broad generalities that leave a lingering sense of haunting and unfocused guilt (John 16:8). 

 8. God speaks with 100% truth that can be tested by the Word of God. Self and Satan often traffic in lies, deceit and half-truths (John 14:6). 

 9. God’s voice always leads to a deep, abiding sense of peace. Self or Satan often do not (Philippians 4:7). 

 10. God's voice is testable and confirmed by the wisdom of many counsellors (Proverb 11:14; Deuteronomy 19:15; and Matthew 18:16).  [www.preachitteachit.org]
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 774 God forgave my sin
Scripture: OT – Isaiah 6:1-8

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to one another:
    “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;
    the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.
5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”

            Epistle – Romans 8:12-17

12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.£ And by him we cry, “Abba,£ Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Hymn:  BoP 550 Morning has broken
Scripture: Gospel – John 3:1-7

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”
4“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”
5Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 
Sermon: Being Born Old


       An old man decided his old wife was getting hard of hearing. So he called her doctor to make an appointment to have her hearing checked. The doctor said he could see her in two weeks, and meanwhile there's a simple, informal test the husband could do to give the doctor some idea of the dimensions of the problem.
       "Here's what you do. Start about 40 feet away from her, and speak in a normal conversational tone and see if she hears you. If not, go to 30 feet, then 20 feet, and so on until you get a response."
       So that evening she's in the kitchen cooking dinner, and he's in the living room, and he says to himself, "I'm about 40 feet away, let's see what happens."
       "Honey, what's for supper?"
       No response.
       So he moves to the other end of the room, about 30 feet away. "Honey, what's for supper?"
       No response.
       So he moves into the dining room, about 20 feet away. "Honey, what's for supper?"
       No response.
       On to the kitchen door, only 10 feet away. "Honey, what's for supper?".
       No response.
       So he walks right up behind her. "Honey, what's for supper?"
       "For the fifth time, CHICKEN!" [http://www.swapmeetdave.com/Humor/Seniors.htm]

When we stop to take a look at where we are in life, and sometimes when we are observant in other people’s lives, a careful observation might turn things like a breakdown in communication, or someone lacking resources, or maybe people heading down some troubling roads of indecision or bad decisions in their lives. Another group of our young people are getting ready to graduate high school and a number of young people have just completed University or College graduation and are about to make some big decisions that once made there is no taking them back. 

Many people need some guidance in their lives, and while we might say something like ‘Well, it’s their decision.’ Yes, it is their decision, but you might have the insight that they need to help them make the right choice, or at least a choice they can have some confidence about. 

Other people’s choices do matter to you, and they are meant to matter. You view on life is not just for you alone, but the way you see life is meant to be something that is shared and can influence others, to give them information they might not have had. 

That seems to be the motivation behind Nicodemus decision to go and seek out Jesus. While Nicodemus appreciates and even admires Jesus’ message, he wants the chance to add his own opinion, to perhaps guide and encourage or even correct the ‘young’ Rabbi who is getting so much attention. Nicodemus is not trying to be paternal, or critical, but in the spirit of being helpful and a good guide he wants to acknowledge this young man’s special gifts.

Young or old, I hope that desire to share your view is something we all feel with each other. It is big part of why freedoms of speech and the freedom to congregate are so essential to our nation and our culture and are among the main values we have gone to war to protect in the past. In order to grow as a people and deepen our understand of the world and our own beliefs we need to be free to share our view with each other. And it means we are going to disagree with each other. 


       An elderly man driving erratically was stopped by the police around 2 a.m. and was asked where he was going at that time of night.
       The man replied, "I'm on my way to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the effects it has on the human body, as well as smoking and staying out late."
       The officer then asked, "Really? Who's giving that lecture at this time of night?"
       The man replied, "That would be my wife."

Yesterday I conducted a wedding at St. Mark’s, in Bass River, and in the reflection on God’s Word I told the young couple and everyone, that disagreements and all-out arguments happen in a marriage. And for a while it might even seem there are a few more disagreements. But in marriage - as an example of our Christian life in the Church – having those arguments are not about proving yourself right, but at their best are about discovering, uncovering and sharing truth; for it is not when one person wins and other loses that the argument is over, but when the truth is known and accepted [and it is evident when this happens, because God’s Spirit guides your spirit in peace and understanding, and you recognize truth for what it is].

That is what stumps Nicodemus. He come thinking he was going to offer some truth, but to receive as he does overwhelmed him, and caused him to question the truth. And that’s okay.

The whole truth and a full understanding can be very important:
””"Is it true," she wanted to know, "that the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?"
"Yes, I'm afraid so," the doctor told her. 

There was a moment of silence before the senior lady replied, "I'm wondering, then, just how serious is my condition because this prescription is marked 'NO REFILLS'” 


the preacher, in his Sunday sermon, used "Forgive Your Enemies" as his subject. After a long sermon, he asked how many were willing to forgive their enemies. About half held up their hands.
Not satisfied he ranted and raved for another twenty minutes and repeated his question. This time he received a response of about 80 percent. Still dissatisfied, he lectured for another 15 minutes and repeated his question. With all thoughts now on Sunday dinner, all responded except one elderly lady in the rear.

"Mrs. Jones, why are you not willing to forgive your enemies?" "I don't have any." "Mrs. Jones, that is very unusual. How old are you?" "Ninety-three." "Mrs. Jones, please come down in front and tell the congregation how a person can live to be ninety-three, and not have an enemy in the world."

The little sweetheart of a lady tottered down the aisle, very slowly turned around and said: "It's easy ... I just outlived them all ...


But what is this truth that Nicodemus struggled with?


Jesus said, ““I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”” 

It has been a wonder to be present for the birth of my children. I have also been present for the birth of other children, especially when their may be issues with the birth, but also simply to sit with family members who are welcomed to be close at that time. 

One thing I have noticed – and it is fair observation – is that I am yet to experience the delivery of any child that is completely absent of pain. Even with the use of epidurals and other pain suppressants, pain happens with child birth. When God said to Adam and Eve, [Gen. 3:16 ] “I will greatly increase your pains in child bearing” [notice that God said that He would increase the pain, so there was pains even before the fall] God was not messing around. These women are in pain, Mother’s day was a little while ago but if thinking about that what your mother went through to get you here or what your spouse went through to bring your children into his world has you feeling like you have not done enough, consider it the Spirit speaking and act accordingly. Because these women experience pain. Carol Burnett puts the pain of child birth in this perspective: Take you bottom lip and pull it over your head.

If your process of being born again does not include some struggle and some pain, you got to wonder just how real it is. It is not easy to be born again and just because  - as Jesus says – you are born of the Spirit, does not make that any easier. But is it the child who feels the pain, some, but not as much as the parent. And just as a mother bears the pain of birthing her child, so God took the pain of our rebirth into an everlasting life. And that pain was worn and born upon the cross that we might be born of water and the Spirit, that we might not only be born to a new life, but a resurrected life, an everlasting life.

The idea of born again is almost a cliché of Christianity today. It might define a certain evangelical type within the whole church, but even the concept of the rebirth into a life of faith is not outside our frames of reference. Pastors preach on it, people have talked about it, books are written on this subject from the most conservative almost literal view to the broad liberal views that tend to the spiritualist rather than strictly Christian applying of this idea. 

But our reading from the letter to the Romans today should give us a sense of the meaning here and listen to Paul’s words to the church: “but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live”

 We can get it into our head that we are in the right place in life, and we can begin to believe that now that society’s checklist is more-or-less all checked off that we are in a good place in our lives and we can put our feet up and take it easy. Like the husband in the opening joke about the man who thought he wife was going deaf; it might seem like the problems are outside us. But we may be challenged to take on a whole new and radical view to the way we see life and understand our lives to be fulfilled.

Nicodemus was a member of the Jewish ruling council. He was one of those who was supposed to have all the answers. He had the life experience, he had the academic training, he had the authority, but Christ had the answers. Nicodemus was focused on only the faith that could be seen, and not the belief and understanding that God could see in him. 

Look deep into your own life and ask yourself – whether you feel young or are feeling a bit older today – in being born in your spirit to faith in Christ. It might cause you to feel the span of years to accept the pain of the time you let pass, but I can assure you that as you embrace the love of God and accept the flow of grace, that has come down from the cross for you, you will not grieve any one of the years that have passed for you will know and with joy embrace the days before you are endless for they are assured for every child of God.

Hear my words and rejoice “Child of God, you are saved; you have been born again.”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Andrew
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The Presbytery of New Brunswick will next meet in St James (Newcastle) Miramichi on Wednesday June 24th 
The investigation committee reported that its work is ongoing.  

Congratulations – the Pastoral Charge hopes & prays for the continued joy of Chris & Jenna MacEachern, married yesterday at St. Marks Church, Bass River. 
Communion St. James’ June 7th, St Andrew’s 14th , Zion 21st, St. Mark’s 28th 
Bible For Graduates- Do you have a graduate in your life? Youth of our congregations are welcomed to receive a Bible in honour of their achievement. Check with the session to make sure your youth gets their Bible.

Vacation Bible School – the date for this year’s VBS is set for July 6th to 10th at the Clairville Community Hall. Please share this with young families in the area.

Summer Activities Pamphlet – Available in the church or online

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community

Yoga – Classes are done for the season. Contact Marly for information.

RLNH will present the movie “Alive Inside”  June 3 at 7 Pm at BLMS This 78 minute inspirational movie won the Audience Award at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival, so you will not be disappointed. Everyone is welcome, there is no fee,  donations jars for our music program will be available

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 465 God of grace and God of glory

Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, on us fall
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Genesis 3:8-15, Psalm 130, 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1, Mark 3:20-35

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Building a vibrant community Presbyterians Sharing is helping Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre transform lives in Montreal’s Little Burgundy. Through empowering programs, Tyndale helps members of the community have the opportunities and skills needed to realize their potential. Volunteer and former Little Burgundy resident Idil shares that Tyndale made a difference in her childhood and teen years. “Why do I volunteer at Tyndale? I do it because I strongly believe in the power of community service and because I know what it did for me and others.” A scholarship from the Centre helped Idil attend university and she has now started a Masters degree in Social Sciences and Humanities. She shares, “I can honestly say I would have never been able to do it without the support of my community.”  
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