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Service of Worship

May 3rd 2015 – Easter V

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord (NBoP 252)

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 508 All the way my Saviour leads me
Responsive Reading: Psalm 93

1    The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty;
    the LORD is robed in majesty
    and is armed with strength.
    The world is firmly established;
    it cannot be moved.
2    Your throne was established long ago;
    you are from all eternity.
3    The seas have lifted up, O LORD,
    the seas have lifted up their voice;
    the seas have lifted up their pounding waves.
4    Mightier than the thunder of the great waters,
    mightier than the breakers of the sea—
    the LORD on high is mighty.
5    Your statutes stand firm;
    holiness adorns your house
    for endless days, O LORD.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 251 Come, children, join to sing
Scripture: NT – Acts 8:26-40

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian£ eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:
    “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
    and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
33    In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
    Who can speak of his descendants?
    For his life was taken from the earth.”[ Isaiah 53:7, 8] 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

            Epistle – 1 John 4:7-21

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.
19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.
Hymn:  songs 46 Standing on the promises
Scripture: Gospel – John 15:1-8

1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Sermon: Stem and root

After a very long and boring sermon the parishoners filed out of the church saying nothing to the preacher. Towards the end of the line was a thoughtful person who always commented on the sermons."Pastor, today your sermon reminded me of the peace and love of God!" The pastor was thrilled. "No-one has ever said anything like that about my preaching before. Tell me why." "Well - it reminded me of the Peace of God because it passed all understanding and the Love of God because it endured forever!"

In her autobiography, Agatha Christie writes about a teacher, whose name she never did recall whose name she never did recall but she notes that she was teaching a lesson on math when this came up. She said that, “All of you . . . and that means every one of you will pass through a time when you will face despair. If you never face despair, you will never have faced or become a Christian, or known a Christian life.”

This story of her teacher eventually led to Agatha’s own statement about life and faith, which itself is widely quoted: "If you love, you will suffer, and if you do not love, you do not know the meaning of a Christian life."


Christian faith is not an easy thing. I think we as Christians understand that. Our beliefs make living in our society today uncomfortable at times; especially as the society is pulling away with any affiliations with anything that could be seen as religious, and religiosity has become not just counter-culture, but its expression is becoming something to be scoffed or even feared. It is to the point now where, as your minister, as someone who publicly represents you to the society around you, I am growingly mocked, scoffed and treated with skepticism. I think that in some ways this is why some minister no longer wear their collars, and why some church buildings no longer look like church buildings; we are looking for a way around that quiet hostility – or if not hostility than disregard. 


What we embrace in values and in expectations – as Christians – is very different from what most of the world embraces. At the last meeting of presbytery we discussed how the church is counter-cultural. That Christian values can be at such odds, even though until recently we have sought to call our society a Christian society (for while nearly seventy percent of our society may describe itself as Christian in some way shape or form, the ration of people who actually practice that faith are far fewer; perhaps a fifth.


When we strip the Christian practice back to its basics, away from the advanced degrees of theological study and academic practice, away from even praise anthems and worship teams, back away from bible studies and mission groups, even to more basic root than Sunday School and Children Stories. Once we look back through and behind all the leaves and shoots our Christian practice has produced the picture of our faith, back through to the stem and roots of our own belief in Christ, we should ourselves have in that time of reflection an encounter with Christ. 


And we need to look; before the symptoms of ill-established faith begin to show symptoms of trouble in outward ways, in the leaves of this Christian branch of the Vine that is meant to be in Christ. We should try and examine whether we can actually believe what Jesus is saying, and whether we feel as through he is speaking of us when he says things like – in our gospel reading today, “. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.” 


Our age of the church has some difficulty in just being the church. Some churches want to go off and do their own thing, something regionally acceptable, but accountable to no larger body. One of our strengths in Presbyterianism is the insistence that the body of the church is not only accountable to others, but that all others are connected and responsible for the well-being and growth of faith in congregations across our province, unto the Atlantic region, even to opposite ends of the country and around the world. But the vast majority of Christians belong to groups that are as concerned with getting others to model the way that they believe upon others, rather than what they believe [which is not as important or emphasized].


There is a call on Christ’s churches today – and I believe that is the Holy Spirit that is calling us – to get back to their basics and make sure there are no problems there. Do we believe the tenants of the Apostle’s Creed, the other ancient creeds of the church. What are the common confessions of the church? The reason we have denominations of the church, and that it is not simply one Holy Catholic church anymore, is because of these confessions. We have a history as the church of not agreeing about what we believe, but what is worse [because disagreements are not always a bad thing] when we disagree, then we agree to disagree, and nothing is solved and we end up without a common belief.


How much of our faith has been set aside for these disagreements? It is to the point no where it is not even between one group to another that lines are drawn, but between one Christian and other in the same congregation. Where is the discernment of faith in a group that refuses to engage in discussion about what we believe with the goal of determining that we believe a similar thing; though we may express it differently.


Perhaps – if we have courage enough – we can even come to terms and draw the Jewish faith and even the Muslim faith back into fellowship. That was once the mission goal of the Presbyterian Church in particular. 

I have a little funny story to go along with that statement though; 
A man is struck by a truck and is found lying - near death - on the sidewalk as a crowd gathers.
"A priest. Somebody get me a priest!" the man gasps. A policeman checks the crowd and yells, "A PRIEST, PLEASE!"

Out of the crowd steps a little old Jewish man of at least 80 years of age.

Mr. Policeman," says the man, "I'm not a priest. I'm not even a Christian. But for 50 years now I'm living behind the Catholic church on First Avenue, and every night I'm overhearing their services. I can’t recall a lot of it, but maybe I can be of some comfort to this man."

The policeman agrees, and clears the crowd so the man can get through to where the injured man lay. He kneels down, leans over the prostrate man and says in a solemn voice:

B-4. I-19. N-38. G-54. O-71. BINGO!! Hallelujah!


Yes, getting back to the basics of our faith and rediscovering our common ground as a whole and Holy Catholic and Apostolic church may be difficult, but it is filled with amazing discoveries about who Christ is calling us to be, and not about who we have tried to be just so we can be different and distinct and independent. There may be even the opportunity to laugh at ourselves, mourn the resources and time we have wasted in our separations, and celebrate more deeply a fellowship that has its beginnings here, but lasts forever in Christ.


And that’s just it. This is only possible because of Christ Jesus. Just as the temple shroud was torn in two, the barriers between us are meant to come down as we draw closer to Christ. Until we get back through these disagreements, and discern together the truth of our shared faith in Christ no denomination will ever be confident in the root and stem of Christian faith. 


Jesus offers himself to be the vine, holding up the complex and off-shooting and branching church until we recognize again our root, the very central vine of our faith. That Christ is our Saviour and Lord; the fulfillment of all that God has ever done, it is done for us. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Alf, the Campbell’s, the Reidpaths, the Hudsons, Florence [Jessie’s sister] and family
Announcements:  
Baptism – we look forward to the celebration of the baptism of Jaxson James – son of Tara & Marc Sawyer –on Sunday May 17th as a part of the worship service at St. Mark’s in Bass River.
Update from Presbytery – The meeting at CFB Gagetown was a change of pace with some interesting insights into ministry in the military and our current roll. The investigation committee reported that its work is ongoing.  

Easter Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Continues, Tuesday, at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville. We look forward to seeing some new friends come out and join this week. Please call if you would like to host this fellowship

Gospel Fellowship – See the insert. 

Condolences – The condolences of the Pastoral Charge are extended to the family and friends of Kevin MacDonald who passed away Friday after a brave struggle with cancer. 
We offer prayer for peace and our compassion to the family of Mary Petley at the passing of her brother Carl at the beginning of the weekend. 
Our prayers also go out to The Reidpaths after Irene’s passing this past week. She was a good mother and dear friend to many. 
We also pray for the Hudson family at Edwin’s passing, and may everyone who comes to this springtime in grief and loss, our prayers our with you and yours.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Yoga – Classes on hold in Harcourt, but are ongoing Mondays in Clairville

BLMS – Drama performance this week of “Crumpled Classics” tickets available at and going fast for shows May 20-22. Call 523-7160 Adult $7 Student $5

Beersville Fire Department – Thanks is offered to everyone who supported the 23rd Annual Roast Beef Dinner last weekend. $ 3000 was raised God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side

Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, on us fall
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 
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Mission Moments Partnering with Chinese educators Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing send Canadian Presbyterians to help rural Chinese middle school English teachers develop their listening and speaking skills. Last August, a team of four representatives from Knox, Waterloo spent a month in Weifang, China with the Amity Foundation’s summer English program. Both the Knox team and the Chinese students learned from the experience. Athena, a grade one teacher in rural China, shares, “Learning about the traditions and beliefs of Canadians and comparing them to Chinese practices has shown that we are all similar; we all have the same goal, to share our love of language and to help our students be the best they can be. Janice Harper adds, “My own approach to teaching has even changed as a result of our experiences, and that is after being a teacher for 32 years!”
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