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ORDER OF SERVICE

May 4th 2014 - Easter

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord (NBoP 252) 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: Hymn BoP 550 Morning has broken
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 116:1-9 [pew Bible] 

1    I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
    he heard my cry for mercy.
2    Because he turned his ear to me,
    I will call on him as long as I live.
3    The cords of death entangled me,
    the anguish of the grave came upon me;
    I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.
4    Then I called on the name of the LORD:
    “O LORD, save me!”
5    The LORD is gracious and righteous;
    our God is full of compassion.
6    The LORD protects the simplehearted;
    when I was in great need, he saved me.
7    Be at rest once more, O my soul,
    for the LORD has been good to you.
8    For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,
    my eyes from tears,
    my feet from stumbling,
9    that I may walk before the LORD
    in the land of the living.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn BoP 323 Jesus stand among us
Devotional Moment - 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Haggai 1:3-11

3Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”
5Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”
7This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 9“You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. 10Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands.”

            NT – Acts 2:36-47

36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 24:13-35

13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles£ from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him.
17He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19“What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”
25He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ£ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
Sermon:  Seeing past disbelief


One day last week I was at Foodland.  As I went to the meat cooler to find us something to have for supper, I saw a teenager with her mother.  The girl smiled at me and said ‘hi!’  I smiled back and nodded at her.  I had no idea who she was.  I mean, she looked sort of familiar, but I didn’t know her name, or how I knew her, or even if I really knew her.  She then turned to her mother and said “that was my science teacher in grade 9, Mom.  She was the one that was pregnant, and had a baby, and I gave her a gift, and she gave me a Christmas card with a picture of the baby.”


Oops.  To my credit, that was almost 4 years ago, and she, like a typical teenager, stretched out, slimmed down, had different colour hair, and a few more piercings than the last time that I saw her.  

Has that ever happened to you?  Someone starts talking to you, and may even call you by name, and you have simply no idea who they are?


We see something similar happen in this reading in Luke. This part in Luke picks up right after Peter goes to check the empty tomb; it happens the same day.  There were two men walking to a village called Emmaus.  These two men were disciples, one was named Cleopas, and the other isn’t named.  There is a bit of speculation on who it may be.  Some say that it is the gospel writer Mark, because he was a good friend of Luke’s.  Others believe that it is Luke himself, inserting himself softly into the gospel.  We do not know for certain. 

Cleopas and this other disciple were walking to Emmaus, talking about everything that had happened earlier in the day.  This is still the same Sunday that Jesus was resurrected.  While these two were walking to Emmaus, another man, Jesus, joins them.  The reading says that “they were kept from recognizing Him”, not that they didn’t recognize Him.  We don’t know why they were kept from recognizing Him. Maybe Jesus wanted to be treated as a regular man, perhaps He wanted to see if these two had their facts straight.  We’re not told in the text. We are left to wonder/speculate, and wondering can help our faith by also causing us to be challenged. The bible often does this, and while it can be frustrating, not always knowing why, we discover that God’s purposes are best and true. We need to learn to trust our faith, like these two that met with Jesus on the road.


Jesus asks the two disciples what they were talking about.  Cleopas treats Him, like the person who was away all day, and misses a major news event, as if he’s the last person to get the news.  They open up to this stranger on the road about their experiences of Jesus in their lives, in their own words. I often wonder who Jesus puts in our lives that we can tell our story of faith to. Who do you tell about how you came to know Jesus, and how you have experienced him in your life? These two disciples on the Emmaus road choose to share with this ‘stranger’ the events that they witnessed over the past few days: how Jesus was sentenced and crucified, and that Jesus died.  

They shared their despair.  

They “hoped that He was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”  

They also shared their disbelief.  

That morning the women had gone to the tomb, but didn’t find a body. While they themselves had trouble believing all they had seen and then in the morning all that they had heard, they still shared this news, which was not the good news to them, not yet. 


Jesus replies with a full history lesson for the disciples, a history lesson and a bit of subtle mockery too.  He calls these two disciples ‘foolish’, and ‘slow to believe’, but in fairness let’s also note that even the disciples who were also apostles struggled to accept the risen Christ at first. Jesus then begins with Moses, and moves through the other prophets, and outlines the prophecies that state that the Messiah first had to suffer, and then he could enter His glory.  This history showed who He was, why He had come to us, and why it was necessary.  If the disciples believed what the scripture said about Him, then they would know why He had to suffer and die.


Erwin Lutzer, who you might catch on TV from time-to-time said in one of his books: “In Christ we can move out of our past into a meaningful present and a breathtaking future.”, and that is exactly what he does with those disciples. That is the kind of thing that is passed onto us in the bible, in the book of Hebrews. Jesus goes into the roots of their past, into the history that made God’s people who they were in the world, and from that he revealed the promise that was the Messiah and also the necessity of the cross. Luke says “he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself”.


But in the end, Jesus is not recognized until the end of the day.  They invited Him in to stay.  As they sat down for supper, Jesus took bread, broke it, and served it to them.  It was only then that they recognized Him.  Everything suddenly fell into place for these disciples, and it touched them to their core.  This meeting with Jesus made their hearts burn. Once they recognized Him, He disappeared from their sight.  


After this, they couldn’t help but to share what had happened to them.  They returned at once to Jerusalem, and found the apostles.  They told the apostles what had happened to them, and they said that He was with them and broke bread with them.


Do we recognize Jesus in other people?  Do we respond as these disciples did when we see Jesus in each other’s lives? In our own lives?

What is it that makes us see Him?  Do others see Jesus in us?  Just not on Sundays, when we come to church. 

What about on Tuesday? 

What about Tuesday when you’re late, [pause] and get stuck in a large line [pause] and one person in line decides to empty out their change purse to pay, [pause] and then next person checks 20 lotto tickets?  [pause] What about when someone cuts you off in traffic? Do you notice Christ moving with you in your moments of frustration, and anger, and fear?

Do people see Jesus in you while you’re at your worst?


And yet, in those moments, even when you are at your own table, and you look at those you are gathered with and your hear a child praying the grace for the meal, [pause]
when a parent or grandparent shares the stories of the past, [pause]
when an excited young person opens up about the troubles of the day, [pause]
Are you able to celebrate the presence of Christ in those moments? 

Because I am here to tell you, Christ is there, just as Christ is here and in our midst and on our roads, and waiting at our destinations? Christ Jesus is risen and alive and taking away the sins that are burdening us even now because we are willing to stand with him in our faith and love Him, our Lord and Saviour. Because Heaven is not some far off place, but the kingdom of God has come, it is in Christ, he is with us and we are welcomed into the paradise of everlasting grace. That is the promise of the ages and the promise of today, right now, because your Lord is with you; he suffered and he died for you and his is with you. Jesus loves us, we know this, and the bible has always told us so.

Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 
Pastoral Charge Fellowship & Meeting Reports from the meeting are available at the entrance of the church. We are looking to have a follow –up meeting to make some decisions regarding these issues.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Wednesdays. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm, Bring a friend.

Bible School – Weekly on Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper 

Beersville Volunteer Fire Dept. Would like to say a word of thank for everyone who came out in support of the department at our annual Roast Beef Dinner, and a very special word of thanks to members of the community to help out at the dinner in set up, serving, cleaning supplying pies and rolls. 

VBS – Looking to plan for early July, curriculum and craft ideas would be helpful from anyone who has interest or experience in this area
Breakfast – May 24th at St. Mark’s Hall. 8am to 11am, donations through the Ladies’ Aide for the hall and community care.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side?

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia 

Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Joel 2:28-32, Psalm 16,  John 20:19-31

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 
Pastoral Charge Fellowship & Meeting Reports from the meeting are available at the entrance of the church. We are looking to have a follow –up meeting to make some decisions regarding these issues.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Wednesdays. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm, Bring a friend.

Bible School – Weekly on Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper 

Beersville Volunteer Fire Dept. Would like to say a word of thank for everyone who came out in support of the department at our annual Roast Beef Dinner, and a very special word of thanks to members of the community to help out at the dinner in set up, serving, cleaning supplying pies and rolls. 

VBS – Looking to plan for early July, curriculum and craft ideas would be helpful from anyone who has interest or experience in this area
Breakfast – May 24th at St. Mark’s Hall. 8am to 11am, donations through the Ladies’ Aide for the hall and community care.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, John, Phyllis, Rose, John Allison 
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Mission Moments Helping Syrian refugees resettle in Canada The crisis in Syria has resulted in one of the largest refugee movements in modern times – over two million Syrians have sought refuge outside their borders. The Canadian government announced in 2013 it would resettle 1,300 Syrian refugees from Jordan and Lebanon with the assistance of official sponsorship agreement holders. The Presbyterian Church in Canada – with the assistance of Presbyterian congregations – is able to help sponsor ten people to resettle in Canada. Meanwhile, Action Réfugiés Montréal (with support from PWS&D, Canadian Ministries and the Anglican Diocese of Montreal) is helping the Syrian community in Quebec to sponsor those in greatest need. 
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