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Season of Easter – May 5th 2013

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  9 He is Lord 

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 550 Morning has broken
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 67 [BoP 641] 

Children’s story – Grounded

Children’s Hymn: BoP 323 Jesus, stand among us

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 4:24-37

24“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the king: 25You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 26The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 27Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.”
28All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”
31The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”
33Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.
34At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.
    His dominion is an eternal dominion;
    his kingdom endures from generation to generation.
35    All the peoples of the earth
    are regarded as nothing.
    He does as he pleases
    with the powers of heaven
    and the peoples of the earth.
    No one can hold back his hand
    or say to him: “What have you done?”
36At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before. 37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

        Epistle – Revelation 22:6-11

6The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”
7“Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.”
8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!”
10Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 11Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 103 Now thank we all our God

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 5:1-13

1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. 2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
7“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
8Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”
11But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”
12So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”
13The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
Sermon: Maybe not might

It is the underlying theme of every tragedy ever written for any stage in any culture. The scene is simple, the hero, the protagonist, has everything going for them; be it wealth, power, youth, might, yet in the playing out of the story everything that they value is stripped away from them. The hero of the story is left with nothing they had in the beginning, and yet we are not meant to mourn for the hero. The whole point in a theatrical tragedy is to help the audience discover life’s truer value beyond might and power and youth and wealth. If all these things were taken away, what would you have left.


SO we enter into Daniel chapter 4, for while the lions den looms ahead for poor Daniel, what waits for Nebuchadnezzar is, for most, far worse. 


Nebuchadnezzar is one of histories greatest conquerors. His name is designated with two important mottos, the first being beloved of God [the same motto given to King David’s name] and secondly is known as ‘the fate winner’. And he did win his fate. 


His reign as not simply king of some city or small state, but as ruler within an Empire preceded the world’s great empires, from Cyrus [who we will meet later in the book of Daniel], to Alexander, and then to the Caesars of Rome. Nebuchadnezzar set the standard; and in his own vision it was his head that stood as a model for the other great empires to follow as nation after nation, king after king, sought to claim the title of ruler of the world; to be king of kings and lord of lords.


His father was a freedom fighter, spending most of his life fighting to free Babylon from the influence of Syria. Much of the fighting we continue to see in Syria, Jordan, Israel, Palestine and neighbouring countries like Iraq & Iran, Turkey and even Egypt, they all have there roots in unresolved aspects of these early conflicts between these city-states that were trying to define themselves as nations. 
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But the Babylonians did not want simply to be an independent state. Under Nebuchadnezzar they fought terrible battles and went beyond the borders of Assyria and conquered the entire trade route between the west of the Mediterranean to the East of Persia and the wealth of the Chinese kingdoms. It would be as if one nation today controlled all of the oil pipelines, and shipping lanes, and trucking routes in the world. That nation would be come incredibly rich and powerful, as Babylon - under Nebuchadnezzar - did. Interestingly enough, there are plans to make a pipeline through this same region and its proposed name will be the Nabucco.


Nebuchadnezzar was very good at all forms of statecraft, and to his credit, he would not go to war unless his ends could be met in no other way. He would bribe, convince, and charm the allegiance of not simply people but of entire nations. The currency through the conquered regions bore the picture of his face.  By the time we encounter Nebuchadnezzar in the book of Daniel his war campaigning days are over and he has settled into a nice retirement. He is resting on his laurels, and he is enjoying a good retirement. 


And he has time to dream, to build – and he built some truly amazing buildings and gardens; some which still exist today 2500 years after they were constructed. We read last week in Daniel chapter three that he built a tremendous monument to himself, a statue to direct people’s praise and worship to their king.


And here is where we encounter Nebuchadnezzar’s essential flaw. He seems to have everything else going for him. He has all the wealth and more than anyone could wish for, he has power over other nations and Israel’s Jews are a nation in captivity to him. Nebuchadnezzar has it all, and he has also convinced himself that he deserves it, that God owed him this much anyway. He was the king, the son of kings. He was a warrior and more mighty than any other warlord before. He may have been the king that allowed the Jews to worship their God, but he struggled to recognize any sovereignty but his own. His kingship was his own; he owed worship to no one. 


I guess that is what many of us are taught today, and what our children grow up learning and seeing all around them. Whatever we can earn and control, whatever we can build, whatever greatness we achieve, well we are taught to believe that it is our own doing.  This is pride, selfish pride, and Nebuchadnezzar was very proud of himself. Yes, he had a lot to be proud of, but his pride never got beyond himself. It was always all about him. The world, the universe, centered on him.


It was popular – in Nebuchadnezzar’s day – to build libraries. In order to have a library be of any worth it needed books, so one of the things he had the Jews under his power do was write out their history books and their wise saying books. This is one of the main reasons we have the books of history in our bible and why they tell of all that took place before the Babylonian exile, but not much of what comes after. Thought he sayings are much older , the book of Proverbs was likely put together at this time, and there is a saying in the proverbs that comes to mind when I think of Nebuchadnezzar: 

“When pride comes, then comes shame, but with humility comes wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2

Nebuchadnezzar was to learn this, and there is really is nothing like the hard way to learn a lesson like this. 


Nebuchadnezzar had been given Daniel like a gift. Nebuchadnezzar was a visionary, a dreamer, and what a dreamer need s most is someone to interpret those dreams. Daniel filled this office, and through the dreams and visions of Nebuchadnezzar Daniel explained God’s presence and God’s will for Nebuchadnezzar, for Babylon, for the Jews and for the world. In Nebuchadnezzar’s visions are symbolic, like the dream-vision that Joseph once interpreted for the Pharaoh in Egypt some 1200 years before. 


As Nebuchadnezzar dreams, so Daniel is drawn closer and closer to the king; but in his pride Nebuchadnezzar warps even the words that God speaks through Daniel and twists them until they serve the purpose of his own pride. Though Nebuchadnezzar is beginning to discover the one true God, as he learns of God  he is so arrogant as to be convinced that God should or perhaps does already worship Nebuchadnezzar. 


This is pride at its worst. Nebuchadnezzar sets himself up as a god, and then when confront ed with the one true God he tries to convince Daniel and the whole world that he is better than God. 


Today’s reading is a letter. It is a letter written by Nebuchadnezzar. And this letter is a testimony of what God does in the face of such pride and arrogance. 


It should be a stark reminder to us all, that of all we have been given, all of it can be taken away. Our lives are not secured by the home we build, the friendships we forge, or the riches we amass. So I ask you today, where is your pride? What makes you confident?


If anything comes to mind, note it, note and see it for what it truly is; a barrier between you and God. 


Of all the things Nebuchadnezzar was proud of, he was most proud of himself. He saw himself as a god, perhaps even as the one true God, and so God took everything away from Nebuchadnezzar. And God took these things away not by killing him or having him conquered, but in true tragedy drove Nebuchadnezzar into insanity, so that he could no longer enjoy all the wealth and power and might. 


God does not rule by might, but by love. Nebuchadnezzar has invested his love in himself, with one exception. Everything that Nebuchadnezzar built up was stripped away from him, he was driven out into the wilderness to live as a wild beast. He was driven insane, and the transformation was said to be so profound that it is from Nebuchadnezzar that the mythology of werewolves comes from it. 


It is not clear that he ever fully recovered, but we have this letter, written by Nebuchadnezzar to the whole world. Nebuchadnezzar in his pride is confronted by God and he is brought low, and everything that ever made him great was taken from him. God will tear every barrier down, if that means salvation. God will tear down the barriers in your life, and if you feel yourself being humbled, do fear it or fight it, but embrace God’s love in the midst of it.


As we see through the words of the book of Revelation, that great vision that is given to us, to encounter and interpret God’s will through faith, that we may be humbled from all the presumptions of our lives. We are called to worship God, not the angels that do his will, nor the prophets, priests, ministers, kings who are called to lead the people of God in life and worship. 


It is not by the might of any army, nor that any wealth on earth can yield that we are saved. We are uplifted from the beasts of creation to stand as heirs of God’s kingdom, royal heirs through Christ Jesus, the only Son of God.


“Get up” and stand and walk in the light your salvation in Christ, for our boast is in the Lord, for God grace is sufficient and God’s power is made perfect – not in might – but in the wonderful weakness of a humbled heart.


Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Beersville Breakfast – Thank you to everyone who came out, had an enjoyable breakfast and showed their support. For the local hall.
Clairville Clean-Up day St Andrews clean up day will be will be on May 18 .
Spring Breakfast; St. Mark’s Hall, Bass River – A welcome to spring and everyone is welcome!! Saturday May 25th Starts 8am; Donation at the door

Hymn Sing - May 26th 7pm at Grangeville Baptist 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25. Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event & share the Love. See poster.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

100th Birthday Party– Open to all. Honouring James Lawson’s 100 years on June 2nd hosted at the Greenwood Lodge, 2-4pm; on June 9th James will be honoured at St. James, Beersville during the morning worship.
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side?

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  25  Midst Prayers of Thanks 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy Little, Bill, Brent Young, Shelley, Grace, Orga, 
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
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Mission: Empowering Women and Investing in Positive Change Millions of people around the world only eat the bare minimum of food necessary to keep them alive. In Afghanistan, an estimated one third of the population is considered food insecure. Presbyterian World Service & Development, in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains bank and local partners, is enabling women to earn an income, help overcome malnutrition and contribute to household decision making. Last year 180 women received chickens, goats, animal feed and training. By acquiring livestock, women can improve nutrition by adding protein and milk to their diets, while the extra meat, milk and eggs can be sold at the market. Adlida, a trainer with the project, shared that women have already begun forming savings groups – providing even more opportunities for the future.
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