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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 
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The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Easter 5

May 6th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Condolences: The deepest prayers of the congregation are extended to the family and friends of Ava Wylie [Morris] as they endure the sorrow of her tragic death. May their bonds of love be the balm through which God brings healing.

 Condolences: We also extend our prayers to the Young family, and they seek for understanding, direction, and peace as they face their loss of a man that many have called friend. We pray for them to receive the peace that they need to heal.
Bible Study: This Tuesday, 10am at the Manse 3279 Rte 465. 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshop – We will be looking to host one of five workshops this spring starting after Easter. We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. 

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Call to Worship [overhead] He is Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 550 Morning has broken

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 121 [BoP 660] 

Children’s story – Tell me your story

Children’s Hymn: songs 112 Blessed assurance
Scripture Readings: 


            NT – Acts 8:26-40

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:
    “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
    and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
33    In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
    Who can speak of his descendants?
    For his life was taken from the earth.” {Isaiah 53:7,8} 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

       Epistle – 1 John 4:7-21

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.
19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 103 Now thank we all our God
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 15:1-8

1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Sermon: Abide in love
Where are you from?

A question we get to asking a lot of people. Here in the country, where most people seem to be settled and we get to know them after a while, perhaps a generation or two, it is custom to ask where people hail from, where their roots are, where they were born and where they grew up. In the city where people come and go every day, this is less common, but still not an unknown question. We ask it of both strangers and of friends, “Where are you from?”

In the telling of our story, we tell from where we have come from as a part of telling people where we are going. If we have decided to settle down some where it is important for someone to understand the road behind us, if they are going to know and trust us; and if we are to keep on going, it is good to discover if they can help us on our way. 

When it comes to faith, it is also important to ask people where they come from. Each of us has had a particular journey, and not one of them is the same. We have a lot to learn from each other’s experience, especially our experience of how the gospel has been made real and alive in our lives; but even more than this, we need to be in the business of celebrating our shared faith in Christ, our fellowship of love, and really rejoicing in what God is doing in the lives of people around us.


The time has come to emerge from a culture that is set on private wants and desires, and really enter into the reality of our shared heritage of faith and walk together into the future in that faith’s fulfillment. The church, for many of us, has filled that niche in each of our lives of having a spiritual side, of learning about the bible and history, and for feeling some connection to our forbearers and honouring those lives. It has been about what we each can have done for us in the church, or what each of us can do for the church; and it has been less about what we share, and what we together represent to the world when we work together in faith in the world.


As we read through the book of Acts we discover key people, Paul and Peter in particular, but also John, and Stephen, and others. Today we read about Phillip, but all these stories that seem to be about individuals are meant to draw attention to the way that everyone was busy about building up the whole group, the whole gathering, the whole church; God’s whole family in Christ.


Phillip, from Jerusalem, meets up with the eunuch from Ethiopia and together they share in the prophecy of God and the gospel in Jesus Christ. The story concludes with the eunuch being baptized into the fellowship of the church, engraphed into the body of Christ. Even though Phillip heads of in another direction the fellowship continues and continues to grow. 


They shared where they had been in faith, and in the sharing they together abided in the new faith in Jesus. This is the real form of mission and ministry, pone that we are all called to be a part of. 


Many people tell me that they are not able to be a missionary, or to a minister, or as Peter calls us the priesthood of all believers. “I don’t have the words.”, or, “I don’t know my bible well enough.” Or even “I wouldn’t know what to say.”


But if you can share with people something as simple as the name of the town you come from, surely you can share the name of the congregation you attend there. Surely if you can quote what was said on the news [often the bad news] the night before and give your opinion, surely you also share what you have read in the good news and what you think about it [even if you are doubting it]. Real faith is not something that lets you stay quiet for too long anyway.


But you are right, you might not be too good at getting up and giving speeches. Phillip did not preach from the chariot, Phillip sat with a stranger over an open scroll and explained only what he knew and what he had experienced; sharing where he had been, where he was going, and how it was he abided in Love.


Jesus describes the church as vine-branches and its fruit. Now many of us perhaps are not growers of grapes, but I believe all of us have at one time or another grown tomatoes, and these also are vine plants. Something we learn when growing things on a vine is you do not want the vine to been too twisted too tight; it needs to be spread out to either climb or perhaps run along. Yet not too far, for a vine that is spread too far can be exposed to dangers. 


When we ‘go out on a limb’ and we celebrate and announce our faith to the world, we do not step away from Christ, but holding onto Christ we flower before the world with a blossoming faith, showing how truly beautiful and wonderful God’s love really is. 


No matter where you are from in your faith, you bear only where you are in you faith before the world; bearing the fruits of you love and your hope. It is our greatest witness. Consider this week, in the tragedy that unfolded before us, and yet how in the midst of tragedy we witnessed the movement of love, forgiveness, grace and the sharing of peace. 

You cling to each other each time you are faced with adversity because you are drawn together to be church, a church that lives and breathes and faces tragedy, and celebrates goodness and love, and rejoices in success, and cries in sadness


In the love you have shown to both Bradly and Ava’s families this week, and the way you supported each other in the midst of bewildering grief I was left with surprising little to do. Oh, there were pastoral visits, but most times I discovered that you had already been there, holding each other’s hands, sharing memories, looking for answers.  And in so doing, you have been abiding in God’s love – or as our translation reads ‘remaining in Jesus love’.

When we ‘go out on a limb’ and we celebrate and announce our faith to the world, we do not step away from Christ, but holding onto Christ we flower before the world with a blossoming faith, showing how truly beautiful and wonderful God’s love really is. 


When all is said in done, it is Christ love that remains; it is the love he come to us to give and offers us still from the bloodstained cross, from a tomb that is empty, from heaven as he calls us together to be with Him forever. May God be praised. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side?

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Alleluia, alleluia
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Camp Geddie; Merigomish NS


A summer camping experience that includes 

devotions and wonderful Christian fellowship, 

set on the beautiful ‘Sunrise Trail’. 

   Registration forms are available

We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services:
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9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: PWS&D Recognizes 65 Years of Caring, Sharing and Service For 65 years, our church has been actively supporting people in need through PWS&D. While the global context has evolved since Presbyterian World Service & Development was first formed in 1947, what has not changed is a commitment to Christ’s message of love through justice, poverty reduction and support in times of disaster. Everyday something amazing happens in our world because of small acts of kindness, generosity, solidarity and love by members of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Thank you for 65 years of your prayers and support!

MALAWI: Theological training Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Todd Statham as he teaches church history and theology at Zomba Theological College, the CCAP’s seminary.  The college trains ministers and their spouses to serve churches in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  Todd writes, “The college is in a time of restructuring and re-visioning.  Money is short and resources are stretched.  But the classrooms are crammed with students, professors are enthusiastic and devoted, and the CCAP is growing and vibrant!” Let us pray for Todd, his wife Annika and their two children, Sophia and Mio, as they serve God in Malawi.
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