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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  

VBS – Ongoing planning for this summer. We may be changing our time to August.

Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – continuing an Alpha program 6pm for dinner. All are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Breakfast –  Saturday (May 27th) from 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

Fellowship Potluck Supper - ??TBA

Memorial Services – please let Sandy or one of the elders know about any summer events so that we can have our memorial services on the best days.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Condolences – Our prayers are with the family and friends of Clyde Wry and also Rodney Hannah, both much loved of this community. Service were held over the last two days. 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.   

Call to Worship  Living Faith (see bulletin cover) A&D 9 He is Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 374 Oh for a thousand tongues to sing



BoP 247
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 23[Pew Bible] 

1    The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2    He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3    He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4    Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5    Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
KJV 

1    The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
    he leads me beside quiet waters,
3    he restores my soul.
    He guides me in paths of righteousness
    for his name’s sake.
4    Even though I walk
    through the valley of the shadow of death,£
    I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5    You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
    You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6    Surely goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
    forever.
NIV

Children’s story – Faith & X-Ray Vision
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Come, children join to sing

  
    BoP 251 

Scripture Readings:   NT – Acts 2:42-47

42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
KJV 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
NIV

                             Epistle – 1 Peter 2:19-25

19For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 24Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 25For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. KJV 

19For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
22    “He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.”£
23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 209 O love that will not let me go




BoP 447
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 10:1-10

1Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 6This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 7Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. KJV 

1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.
7Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.£ He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
NIV

Sermon: In the right way

After the service a young couple talked to a church elder about joining the church. He hadn't met the husband before, and he asked what church he was transferring from.
After a short hesitation, the young man replied, "I guess am transferring from the Oak Hills Golf Course."


That is a reality now, in our community it is not that people are transferring back and forth between churches, but in a mostly non-Christian society people who might have some historical connection to the church, are coming to church from golf courses, from leisure activities, or simply from a change in their work schedule.


What they expect and what they find when they come to a worship service with a church is significant, because they are doing this in a climate where the reputation of the church in our society is very different from that of our forbearers in faith. 


What are you known for? I have been told by a few people lately that I have to get back in the habit of making cheesecake. It is something I am known for. 


While we don’t always have control over our reputation, and it does not always arise out of what is true or what we want to be true about us, it is none-the-less important for us t be aware of the kind of a reputation we have as Christians and as a Church together.


So I ask us, what is our reputation?


Are we known for our ability to endure through life’s struggles, and to help people do the same?


Are we known for helping people to bear the real weights of their sin so they can fully lay that burden down before the cross?


Are we as Christians together as this church known for being devoted, for teaching, for our fellowship, for breaking bread and having meals of fellowship? 

Are we known for praying?

Are we known for our generosity?

Are we known for our compassion?

Are we known for our humility?

People see you coming up their walk way, the meet you in the isles of the stores and markets, but they see your reputation, our reputation, coming a mile away.

It’s great to have a good reputation, and it’s tough to shake a bad one.

The early Church had a pretty good reputation; depending on where you stood. Certainly it set them apart. While the mainline Jewish faith  - and lets remember that the early Church did not see itself as altogether separate from Judaism like we do today – the followers and believers in Jesus ministry as the Christ were gaining the distinction of being open and public in their teaching; which did not always agree with the temple-sanctioned orthodox approach. 

The early Christians were highly communal, to the point of appearing communist in all ways except religion. They held everything in common and saw to each other’s need out of their own means and labour. This ability to come together and share resources made the early Church very flexible and able to dedicate adequate resources very quickly to mission ventures, local outreach, or to protection when needed. 

This practice of community also made Christians very easy to distinguish in societies where self interest governed all. Christians were both Charitable and mutually self-sustaining. This growing reallocation of resources, especially as former Jews drew away from temple practice and giving would have been very noticeable, but not initially since those who were followers of Christ still taught and worship in the temple courts as Jews.

Sometimes the way we see ourselves is not the way the world sees us, or can accept us. Early Christians were discovering a new identity through the following of Christ’s teachings. They were discovering that the identify and the reputation of their past was in some ways helpful and in some ways held them back. Considering our own heritage of faith in Presbyterianism as a reformed church [setting aside the term protestant for a minute], our identity as a particular kind of Christian – a particular  way of being Christian – is about living out the distinction of our journey of faith as we are guided by God’s word under the continual illumination of the Holy Spirit; that means that in order to follow God and God’s will for us we might share some of the reputation of the past, but be willing to challenge and grow from the reputation of our forbearers as they grew from theirs, to draw closer and closer to what God ultimately intends us to be – never losing sight of what was, always trusting in God to guide our journey forward.

What has becomes of Christian teaching though, especially in a world of shopping-market faith? People today can go isle to isle, pick out a little Christianity, mix it with a little Judaism for historical flavour, add a little new-age for spice, blend in a little Hindu and Buddhist meditation for a trendy vibe, and dust it with some native spirituality for some organic content. Some denominations have embraced this, bordering very closely on a faith that is non-faith because it tries to be every faith. How do you see people new to Christian faith identifying the validity of what they believe in that kind of a context?

Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong preaching on the devil. One said to the other, "What do you think about all this Satan stuff?"
The other boy replied, "Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It's probably just your dad."
In a closer example to our season , can we blame our children for getting confused about the meaning of Easter when they spend the holiday looking for a bunny? 

We live in an age where we can no longer assume that the lessons of the Bible, nor the morals of the faith are being taught in the home. 

Though sometimes the Church has found itself in an advantageous situation – the previous hundred years is a pretty good example – it does not seem to result in us being the better church. Christian it held a privileged place in our society for quite some time and within a generation most of that influence has been eroded away because of abuses, assumption, even downright evil done in the name of God under the banner of Christianity; for even while Christians were making a bold stance in faith and practice against the evil of Nazi Germany, the church was participating openly in programs of cultural genocide, actual genocide, racial persecution and covering up its own sins and mistakes of broken trust, especially around the care of children. These sins and especially the denial and lack of humility when it has come to admitting these sins has broken the Christian Church’s trust in itself and the worlds faith in our honesty, humility, humanity and holiness. 

A Sunday school teacher asked the children just before she dismissed them to go to church, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"
Annie replied, "Because people are sleeping."
We also have that reputation of being boring, and while you can rightly point the finger at the minister s of the church for dry crusty sermons and music that works at a funeral, but hey ‘can we pick it up a notch?!’ We need to admit eh world revolves in this day and age around entertainment, and while the teachings of Christ and the practice of faith are not ever meant to entertain, WE still have to get over the reputation that how we practice our faith is not exactly attention-grabbing.

Mrs. Sweet was fumbling in her purse for her offering when a large television remote fell out and clattered into the aisle.
The curious usher bent over to retrieve it for her and whispered, “Do you always carry your TV remote to church?”

“No,” she replied, “but my husband refused to come with me this morning, and I figured this was the most helpful thing I could do to him legally.”



In a world of distractions, contradictions, lies passing for truth and the long-held truth being denied as lies, the Christian Church no longer feels like the excited new Church of Jesus followers and new believers. But then, we need to also accept that we have stepped away from the practices that gave the Church such an exciting reputation.


Not just you, but are we known for our generosity?


Do people see how connected our lives are and how we depend on one another?


Does the world encounter your faith by the way you share your lessons of faith, your knowledge and your experience?


The sheep have gone astray, again. Are we ready to bear up under our pains, and under even a sullied reputation, offering Christ to the world? 

Are we ready to follow Christ as Christ calls us to follow and not by some way that makes us perhaps feel more comfortable, but by one that bring about real change in who we are and how we stand before the world? And how the world encounters us? 

I want us to try something, to take our pulse as it were. I want us to open our Bibles again and turn again to the 23rd Psalm, and I want you to read it with me. And it want you to read it out loud in such a way that someone hearing you read it will know that you believe. If you need to shout, shout. If you need to sing, then sing. But be authentic in the way you say these most familiar of verses, so that maybe, perhaps someone hearing your words might hear in you a voice of hope, understanding and faith, and in that they too might believe.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side           
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks (vs.4)  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)


If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: The family & friends of Evelyne, Clyde & Rodney, Everley, Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Vincent, 
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Mission Moments May 7: Hope for a healthy future in India With support from Presbyterians Sharing, Michelle Verwey works as a community health advisor to the Church of North India’s Central Regional Board of Health Services. She advises on project monitoring, reporting and public health matters. Recently she visited a rural village in Madhya Pradesh, where she met eight-year-old Sarita. Sarita’s family received five fruit trees from the PWS&D-supported community health and self-reliance project. Michelle shares, “Malnutrition is very common in Madhya Pradesh. Many children, like Sarita, suffer from stunting – a result of chronic malnutrition. This project gives me hope that I will be able to watch babies grow to be healthy children with bright prospects for their futures.”
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