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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, Name above all names

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 687 Blessed Assurance

  songs 112
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 97 [Pew Bible] 

1    The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.
2    Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.
3    A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.
4    His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.
5    The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
6    The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.
7    Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.
8    Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O LORD.
9    For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods.
10    Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.
11    Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.
12    Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
 KJV

1    The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.
2    Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
3    Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side.
4    His lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
5    The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.
6    The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory.
7    All who worship images are put to shame, those who boast in idols — worship him, all you gods!
8    Zion hears and rejoices and the villages of Judah are glad because of your judgments, O LORD.
9    For you, O LORD, are the Most High over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.
10    Let those who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
11    Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart.
12    Rejoice in the LORD, you who are righteous, and praise his holy name.
 NIV

Children’s story – Our many mothers

Children’s Hymn: insert Mothers of Salem
     BoP 159

Mother’s of Salem William Medlen Hutchings

When mothers of Salem, Their children brought to Jesus,
The stern disciples drove them back /And bade them depart: 

But Jesus saw them ‘ere they fled, And sweetly smiled, and kindly said,
"Suffer little children to come unto Me."

"For I will receive them, And fold them in My bosom;
I'll be a Shepherd to those lambs, O drive them not away!
For if their hearts to Me they give, They shall with Me in glory live:
Suffer little children to come unto me."

How kind was our Saviour / To bid those children welcome!
But there are many thousands who / Have never heard His name;
The Bible they have never read; They know not that the Saviour said:
"Suffer little children to come unto me."

O soon may the people / Of every land and nation
Fulfill Thy blessed word, and cast / Our idols all away;
O shine upon us from above,  And show Thyself the God of love;
Teach Your little children To come unto Thee.

Scripture Readings:


            NT – Acts 16:16-34

16And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 17The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us the way of salvation. 18And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour. 19And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, 20And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, 21And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. 22And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and commanded to beat them. 23And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.
25And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 26And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. 27And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 30And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 32And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 33And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 34And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.
KJV

16Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.
19When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20They brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”
22The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. 23After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. 27The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
29The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.
NIV


       Epistle – Revelation 22:12-21

 12And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 

14Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

17And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 

And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 

And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 1

8For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
20He which testifieth these things saith, “Surely I come quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
KJV

12“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
14“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.
18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 650 He leadeth me

BoP 522    

Gospel – John 17:20-26

20Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
24Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 25O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
KJV

20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
25“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
NIV

Sermon:  When soon seems too long

I think we have all been there at some point: a public space – a mall or a store – and we hear the scream, whining child “I don’t wanna! No! I want that! I NEED that! MOMMY!!” 

For most of us, for many of us, when we hear that or something like it, there is a sense of community understanding and embarrassment. A child in the midst of a tantrum, and if you haven’t seen this and want to just go to your local grocery store cereal isle, is something where everyone around feels something for that parent [maybe shame, maybe frustration, but for most parents it is empathy, sympathy and a heartfelt prayer for sanity and patience].

And on one such occasion, I was in the grocery store and watched as child went into one of these kinds of fits and the mother reacted in a such an amazing way, I will never forget it.


I say many interesting things as a parent. I repeat myself so much that I don’t even realize how much I repeat myself so much that I don’t even realize how much I repeat myself so much that I don’t . . .


Every day Marly and I have to explain the difference between here and there; why boots come off at the door; that we don’t throw sand, dirt, mud; and what meal of the day it is time for and that you can’t have more dessert than supper.  This is parenting, basic parenting.


One of the hardest things we have to teach our children - and one that if you asked my parents they might say they are still trying to teach me – is the patience of ‘soon’.


When will we get there? “Soon”


When is [mealtime]? “Soon”


When is it Christmas? Birthday? Vacation? “Soon”


When is it bedtime? Not “Soon” enough.

  
Jesus tells us through John vision that indeed He is coming soon. Ever since John shared that vision the Church has been asking, ‘when exactly is soon?’


And why would we like to know?


I’d like to know so that I am ready, at least more ready. I’d like to know so that I can focus my prep time, and really cram in the goodness on those last few moments, before we move from soon to ‘here-and-now’. And I expect that is how a lot of us might act, if we are being honest. But Jesus leaves his coming an open ended question for us. ‘Surely I am coming soon’


And that is great; let’s not down play in our own frustration about when Jesus is coming, for what He promises. “Surely, I am coming soon.” [the King James Bible says quickly] He is not slowing down but coming to us just as fast as we can handle. Jesus arrival is timed in the midst of the vast clockwork of the universe, so that His coming is the most perfect possible moment. 


So there I was, in the midst of that most awkward moment with the little child having a fit “I NEED that MOMMY! NOW!!” stomping his little foot, red eyes staring, getting ready to really scream and make a scene that might even bring the manager, the police or even child services. 


That was when his mother looked at her little boy very sternly and said “That’s IT!”


And I really thought she was going to pick him up and either strangle him or throw him, and I was moving to prevent criminal charges or serious injury.


And that was when she squeezed that boy into a big snugly bear hug and started kissing him all over his face, and tickling him, and with a gentle smile she simply held him so close while he wormed and squirmed. “MawwwM! Stop it! No fair!”


So often our answers as parents, as Christians, need to be like that mother’s answer. When the world gets impatient, violent, destructive, ignorant, as much as we want to lash out at the world with vengeance and anger and fury, look at what God has done. God sent his Son, his one and only Son, not to destroy the world but so that the world might be saved, redeemed through his blood, rescued through the love and grace of the perfect loving parent of us all.  


In the same way as we reach to help our little children up from scraps and bruises, God reaches into our lives offering us the comfort of His presence – God’s Holy Spirit – in order that we can arise from troubles and even great disaster [like the fires that are ranging through Fort McMurray and the northern wild lands of Alberta this week.].


So just as God holds and consoles us in our darkest times - whether we are struggling with fear or sadness or malice or doubt – we are give the task in Christ Jesus to embrace the world.


In Jesus gospel commission we are charged to go forth, to baptize, and to give the good news to all people. We are to embrace the world with our love empowered by the message of God’s love. 


It is Christ Jesus’ own prayer that we embrace each other this way, and that we share in God’s blessings. His last prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, before he is taken to trial and the cross, is a prayer for you, yes you specifically as the Church. He says, “May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”


Soon is coming, Christ is coming soon. In the time we are given, in the time we are waiting, we can bring others to Christ. We can embrace them in the same undeserving love, that lifts us up out our selfishness, our doubts and our fears. We can help the world to see the loving parent of us all; God of all creation, redeemer counselor and friend. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 675 Precious Lord, Take my hand

insert 

Precious Lord, take my hand  Thom​as Dor​sey
Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I'm tired, I am weak I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near
When my life is almost gone
Hear my cry,
Hear my call
Hold my hand lest I fall
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

When the darkness appears and the night draws near
And the day is past and gone
At the river I stand
Guide my feet,
Hold my hand
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on,
Let me stand
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia [vs. 5]
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Special Music Event!! – Celtic Flavour, a Celtic Choir from the Halifax area is coming to present two concerts during the May long weekend. Saturday May 21st 7pm @ St. Mark’s in Bass River the choir will present Folk and Spiritual tunes, Sunday may 22nd as a feature during worship (11am) at St. James, Beersville presenting Hymns and songs of the Spirit. Free will offering   

Treasurer – The job description for our new Central Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge is now available, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Presbytery – Met April 27th, GA Moderator of the Karen Horst was present and sends greetings; Presbytery will meet in June.

General Assembly – Rev Sutherland & Elder Jessie Kelly will be attending this year’s General Assembly in Toronto @ York University June 3rd to the 6th. John Stam is our presbytery youth rep. Please keep them, and the GA in prayer. 

Bible Study – ‘Wilderness Survival’ Bible Study is done for this season, thanks to Jessie Kelly for being such a gracious hostess.  The study is available online.
Our Tuesday Bible study continues to meet 7pm at the home of Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Community Breakfast – Saturday, May 28th 7:30 to 10am @ Beersville Community Hall – Free will offering

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Fort McMurray
[image: image1.jpg]There you are! Get your tasty buns
We've been wni*['ing i !




Mission Moments Serving up support for families in need This past October, Knox Presbyterian Church in Victoria, BC hosted a dinner to raise funds for communities in need across the globe. Admission to the dinner was $10 with proceeds going towards Presbyterian World Service & Development projects that are helping create positive, sustainable change in developing communities. Over plates of pasta, each table was offered the chance to pool their money together and choose the projects they wanted to support. “Total money raised was $742 which far exceeded our expectations for such a simple event,” shared The Reverend Laura Kavanagh. By working together, small actions can help vulnerable families overcome challenges and build brighter futures.  
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