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Welcome & Call to Worship

Opening Praise  Open my eyes, that I may see     

Clara H. Fiske Scott

 Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.

Refrain: Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see; 


 Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear, and while the wave-notes fall on my ear, ev’rything false will disappear.

 Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere; open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share. 

Prayers of Approach & The Lord’s Prayer

Special Music – Bev Dunn

Recalling our Heritage 

Memorials & Dedications

This past year’s building projects: 

 New carpeting has been installed throughout the sanctuary.

 Foundation work has also taken place this past year.

The Church and cemetery clean up day was well attended , and much work was done on both the church building and cemetery.

Thank you for your support that makes this and other work is possible

Scripture Reading:   Psalm 27

1    The LORD is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
    The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
2    When evil men advance against me
    to devour my flesh, 

    when my enemies and my foes attack me,
    they will stumble and fall.
3    Though an army besiege me,
    my heart will not fear;
    though war break out against me,
    even then will I be confident.
4    One thing I ask of the LORD,
    this is what I seek:
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
    all the days of my life,
    to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
    and to seek him in his temple.
5    For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
    he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle
    and set me high upon a rock.
6    Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
    at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the LORD.
7    Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
    be merciful to me and answer me.
8    My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
    Your face, LORD, I will seek.
9    Do not hide your face from me,
    do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper.
    Do not reject me or forsake me,
    O God my Saviour.
10    Though my father and mother forsake me,
    the LORD will receive me.
11    Teach me your way, O LORD;
    lead me in a straight path
    because of my oppressors.
12    Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
    for false witnesses rise up against me,
    breathing out violence.
13    I am still confident of this:
    I will see the goodness of the LORD
    in the land of the living.
14    Wait for the LORD;
    be strong and take heart
    and wait for the LORD.



        James 5:7-12

7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
10Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
12Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your “Yes” be yes, and your “No,” no, or you will be condemned.
Hymn of Illumination - Love Lifted Me                               Howard E. Smith

     I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more,
But the Master of the sea heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me, now safe am I. 

Refrain: Love lifted me! Love lifted me!
When nothing else could help, Love lifted me! {2x}

    All my heart to Him I give, ever to Him I’ll cling,
In His blessed presence live, ever His praises sing,
Love so mighty and so true, merits my soul’s best songs,
Faithful, loving service, too, to Him belongs. Refrain
    Souls in danger, look above, Jesus completely saves,
He will lift you by His love, out of the angry waves.
He’s the Master of the sea, billows His will obey,
He your Saviour wants to be, be saved today. Refrain

Gospel Reading:       Mark 13:21-37

21At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were possible. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.
24“But in those days, following that distress,
    “‘the sun will be darkened,
    and the moon will not give its light;
25    the stars will fall from the sky,
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 

26“At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.
28“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30I tell you the truth, this generation£ will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
32“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.
35“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”
Sermon Waiting is no game

What are you waiting for?

The apostle James wrote his letter to the churches to teach them that the things that Christ Jesus taught, and the work that Jesus did, but to show that all that Jesus did had real meaning. James wrote about the implications of believing in Jesus. That in trusting in Christ and believing his word was not an idol thing, but an active thing. James famous line, “Be ye doers of the word and not just hearers thereof” has kept the church from falling into complacency, or from resting on laurels that belong truly most to Christ. 


For James, it was also important that whole the faith we share calls us to be active, we must also be patient. We have to be careful that we do not get into the kind of thinking that because we are faithful and that we are active in that we are entitled to certain rewards, that we are guaranteed a kind of life, a freedom from suffering.


Christians have had to face suffering since the disciples were persecuted by the Romans and the Jews, since Christ said, “Go and make disciples”

What are you waiting for?

In a world where SO much is instant for us, instant cameras, cell phones, smart phones, handheld computers, fast and faster food, fast cars with pay at the pump service. Where are the kids, the youth, the young people of this community and congregation? They are out living life and not waiting for anything to happen.

But what is the old saying? “Good things come to those who wait.”

Let’s explore that idea, together, just now.

Some of the things we are still waiting for. Well, we wait for doctors. We do not come into a doctors office and see a group of doctors sitting out in the waiting room, waiting for us to arrive. No the purpose of the waiting room is so we can sit, sit and wait and maybe catch up on our reading of old magazine. So we sit and wait, or we wait to make an appointment, or we wait for surgical space to be available, or we wait for medical test, and test results, and then at the end of the waiting we, hopefully, discover that we will have good health; hopefully.


We still have to wait for our children to grow up. Though it seems like they are infants one day and are walking beside us as adults the next, there is waiting that must take place as they grow to take their place in the world. What we discover with our children is that there is a lot for us to do as parents, as adults in their lives, to help them grow up; and that is more than just feeding them.


And we wait for our vacations to come up, we wait for vacations to end, we wait for seasons to arrive and season to end, and there are many things that take time in waiting. There are some things that have not become faster though we have so much technology, and built up so much efficiency.


We are discovering that even though we can make the wait times less, we also find out that we should have been waiting longer for certain things. There is an amazing poetry in all of this, because as long as we have been waiting for all these signs of grace, God has been waiting ever longer for us to give real thanks and praise for all the grace that has been offered, from the spark of creation to the breath of your own life.


It is an amazing faithfulness to us that God has continued to make humanity, despite all of our destruction and desecration of creation, of ourselves, of everything that is meant to be holy, God has forgiven, re-given, remade, re-cast in his image through Christ Jesus. 


Jesus also spoke about what it means to wait, and showed us what it is that we are meant to wait for. Heaven is more than we imagine. The bible is filled with images of streets of gold and gates of pearls, but Jesus describes heaven in terms of it being utterly immense, and far greater than we can imagine. In other words, what we are waiting for is only a glimpse of what God has in-store for us. That the transformation of our lives here into lives in heaven is more than simply a ‘walk in the clouds’, or a stroll with old dear friends. What Jesus describes is the absolute fulfillment of all the meaning and purpose that God has put into our lives.


And so we are gathered in this waiting room. We are gathered here waiting on Jesus, waiting on his coming, but waiting in fellowship, honouring both God who has called on us to gather and wait, but also in honour of those who were waiting before us, who taught us how to live our faith in our lives, those who we honour today and each day that we gather with this family in God, each time we bow our heads in prayer, every time that we humble ourselves before God in devotion to His Word.  


Rejoice, and let us keep this watch for Christ’s coming together; ready and active with our lamps lit as we wait upon the Lord, seeking His kingdom, and sharing his glorious love. To God be the Glory

Let us sing now our response
Hymn of Response Great is thy faithfulness 

Thom​as O. Chis​holm
 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father! There is no shadow of turning with thee; thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided - great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their courses above, join with all nature in eloquent witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain
 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow - blessings all mine, with then thousand beside! Refrain

Offering   
Prayers of Thanksgiving

Commissioning Praise   Lead On, O King Eternal 
Er​nest W. Shurt​leff
Lead on, O King eternal, the day of march has come; 

Henceforth in fields of conquest / Thy tents shall be our home. 

Through days of preparation, Thy grace has made us strong; 

And now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 

Lead on, O King eternal, till sin's fierce war shall cease, 

And holiness shall whisper / the sweet amen of peace. 

For not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums; 

With deeds of love and mercy / the heavenly kingdom comes. 

Lead on, O King eternal, we follow, not with fears, 

For gladness breaks like morning / where'er thy face appears. 

Thy cross is lifted o'er us; We journey in its light; 

The crown awaits the conquest; Lead on, O God of might.
Blessing and Benediction
________________________________________________________

