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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 23 – Reformation

November 4th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements: 

Bible Study –Tuesdays through September to the end of November ;

 10 to 11:30 at The Manse in Beersville. Come and share in our prayers!!

Events planning & Fellowship – A planning night for our Living Nativity will be hosted at the manse in Beersville on Friday, November 16th at 7:30pm. 

Cookies & Carols – An evening of cookies, hot chocolate, sing-song for the bible school on Friday November 16th at 6:30 to 7:30pm at the Manse. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesdays at 6:30pm through till mid-Dec.

Christmas Gospel Hymn Sing – Hosted at St. James on Sunday December 2nd, with a fellowship to follow. Let’s open the Christmas Season in song.

Choir – Practices for the hymn-sing and other Christmas events will start 

New Cartoon – Pastor Shep is the cartoon ministry of Susan Mattinson, who completed her studies for ministry this past year and now contributes to the Presbyterian Record. For more info, go to http://www.pastorshep.ca

Remembrance Day- Next Sunday we will have our morning worship at Zion Church, and then an afternoon service [2pm] at St. James’. This should allow any who wish to, to honour this day at cenotaphs and legion halls. We remember . . . 

Christmas – plans are already in the works for a Living Nativity and a Candlelight, and our Gospel Hymn Sing, do you have an area of interest. 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Would you like to order/arrange special bulletins in honour or memory of someone, or ona a special occassion?  

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.
Call to Worship  Be glorified 
In my life Lord

Be glorified, be glorified

In my life, Lord

Be glorified today.

In Your church, Lord

Be glorified, be glorified

In Your church, Lord

Be glorified today.

In my heart, Lord

Be glorified, be glorified

In my heart, Lord

Be glorified today.

In my praise, Lord

Be glorified, be glorified

In my praise, Lord

Be glorified today.

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 414 O safe to the Rock 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 147 [BoP 667] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 373 The great Physician now is near
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – Ruth 1:1-18

1In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.
3Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband.
6When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.
8Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show kindness to you, as you have shown to your dead and to me. 9May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”
Then she kissed them and they wept aloud 10and said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.”
11But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons—13would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’S hand has gone out against me!”
14At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her.
15“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.”
16But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” 18When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.

       Epistle – Hebrews 9:11-15

11When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 12He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 259 Breathe on me breath of God
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 12:28-34

28One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” {Deuteronomy 6:4-6, Leviticus 19:18]
32“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
Sermon: Close to the kingdom
Jesus was known for his teachings, and people would come from miles around just to hear what Jesus had to say. He spoke with authority, but that authority was counter-cultural. 


The culture of the day recognized priests, scribes, even community elders. These were the religious leaders, and the teaching of the people – young and old – was directed by their instruction. 


When John the Baptist arose as a significant figure, he did not follow the normal procedure for religious leadership, and being the son of Zechariah – a priest and elder – this is significant. He did not follow in his father’s footsteps; he did not take up the robes and mantle of his father, and his father’s office; he wore the garments of the prophets of old, the robes of the those who opposed the trends and the fads, the uniform of those who stood for God before human kind. 


  When we speak about the prophets in the bible - like Elijah & Elisha, or Isaiah, Jeremiah, perhaps also Daniel, or Amos, or one of the other minor’ prophets – we are talking about a group of men [yes, their were also women prophets] who stood outside normal order of religious leadership. They were not fortune tellers, and many people get prophecy confused as some ability to see and tell the future. Prophets were and are those people who were given the gift of insight, and by God’s Holy Spirit directed that insight to offer revelation to God’s people. To help us see what should have been plane, to inspire us to act on what was revealed. And their goal was to bring about something called the kingdom of God


 ‘The kingdom of God’ is a powerful reoccurring theme throughout the legacy of prophecy. John takes up – not he priestly teaching of law and religious practice, but instead the proclamation of God’s purpose in the laws; the ethic of faith. John did not forget about the law, or set aside in any way. Instead, he laid before the world a challenge to prepare a road, to make a way clear for Christ’s coming, to do more for God than blindly following the blind leaders of the day, and encounter God on a far more personal level. 


From the teaching to the baptisms, from the baptisms to the discipleship and devotion, the institution of John’s prophecy was about God’s kingdom and not about maintaining some earthly organization, or hand-wrought. He does not forget about the laws, but instead lays them bare in their purpose; and by doing this he showed how the law was NOT being followed by the priests and kings.


But the prophets and the priests were never meant to be opposed to each other, and in what we read throughout the book of Hebrews, we are shown that Jesus is the perfect bringing together of those offices. Jesus is prophet, priest & king. And through his teaching Jesus was beginning to show how these offices could work together; and draw the people closer to God, closer to God’s kingdom.


Into this setting, let’s bring the ‘teacher of the law’ as Mark describes (the gospels of Luke and Matthew call him a lawyer) who by his own volition or the instigation of others, enters into the ‘debate’. Jesus was debating with the establishment. He was arguing with political and religious leaders. We say that religion and politics should ride in different carts; John did not say that, Jesus does not say that. Jesus puts them together and makes them argue out their faith. He calls on the establishment to defend what it is doing, and how it is behaving. Jesus lays out their faults and iniquities for all to see.  


And Jesus is more than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices. His authority does not come about because of a human rite or ritual, not because of John’s baptism but in the midst of that baptism, from the personal ordination of God by the Holy Spirit before all human kind, not at the temple but in the open, in the midst waters that signify for God’s people the difference between wilderness and the fulfillment of God’s promises. 


And in the midst of this difference of opinion the lawyer stands up in the debate and asks Jesus, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”


It would be like asking a university professor to sing out his alphabet. This was the question asked of children. It was the words written on the doorposts. This is the Shema, and whether read in the book of Deuteronomy, or implied in later Midrashic (Jewish interpretive theology) teachings. Everybody did know, or should know the answer that Jesus gave. 


The lawyer asks the question. The answer is straight forward and simple. And the simple answer is what causes the ‘teacher of the law’ to perhaps reconsider his position in the debate.


Whether in religion or politics, lawyers have the unfortunate distinction of making things more complicated then they ought to be. I view lawyers as the people who empty out a closet, dumping its contents on the floor so that we can put thing back together in better and more useful order. And isn’t that what this lawyer does. He asks the question that brings everything out into the open, because if Jesus had answered anything but what he answered he would have been shown to be false. 


But Jesus answers truthfully, and rightly. He answers rightly and is commended by the lawyer. The lawyer surely could have carried on the debate, but he dare not argue such a fundamental truth, and in that moment, the law and its purpose are shown to be so close; and so it should be, because he was standing before the Christ, the Messiah, the fulfillment of the law.


What is the greatest, the highest commandment in your life? What is that rule that you follow that makes all the other rules make sense?


Is it ‘My spouse is always right’? Yeah, we can laugh at that, but how many people really live this out? We might be surprised.


Or is it ‘Those smarter people, I’ll just do what they say’? ‘Smart’ people can be wrong too; in fact they can be too smart for their own good; not only doing wrong but having the intelligence to defend there wrong actions very well and convincing others to do likewise.


Or perhaps ‘I will obey the law, and do what I can to be called good by others’? And while this is a very good answer, because laws can be bad laws, and even good laws, even God’s Law can be interpreted wrongly, and the judgment of ‘good’ by others is not a guarantee that we are good before God.

But of all the commandments, of all the laws, there is one underlying commandment; more than a law, a deep ethic, truth and propelling commandment:

 “4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD; 5and you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart; 7and you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” (Deut.  6:4-9)


The kingdom of God is not made up of laws, neither is it made up of palace-like buildings, or even courts and councils; and if our faith is about the preservation of any of these things, then our faith is wrong. But if the command that compels all our action, all our devotion, ever step we take in discipleship Is ‘to love God with our whole body, mind, and soul’ then we are drawing close to God’s kingdom and as we serve we are already living in the kingdom of God.


So Christ Jesus calls us, through more than his teaching about the purpose of the law,  we are drawn to be close to God’s kingdom because of Jesus who gave all to show that the love of God can truly live in us all, and by the Holy Spirit we are drawn together through the power of this one commandment, to love God, to love each other and to live in this world in God’s love: One kingdom forever. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 480 Who is on the Lord’s side

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] We celebrate the gifts we share
We celebrate the gifts we share,

In service we proclaim

Our Saviour Christ who for us died

To wash away sin’s stain.

By faith we go and labour on,

Through tasks God’s Word reveals;

Amidst the joy of worship done,

To wonder as He heals.

We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Bible Study –Tuesdays through September to the end of November ;

 10 to 11:30 at The Manse in Beersville. Come and share in our prayers!!

Events planning & Fellowship – A planning night for our Living Nativity will be hosted at the manse in Beersville on Friday, November 16th at 7:30pm. Cookies & Carols – An evening of cookies, hot chocolate, sing-song for the bible school on Friday November 16th at 6:30 to 7:30pm at the Manse. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesdays at 6:30pm through till mid-Dec.

Christmas Gospel Hymn Sing – Hosted at St. James on Sunday December 2nd, with a fellowship to follow. Let’s open the Christmas Season in song.

Choir – Practices for the hymn-sing and other Christmas events will start 

New Cartoon – Pastor Shep is the cartoon ministry of Susan Mattinson, who completed her studies for ministry this past year and now contributes to the Presbyterian Record. For more info, go to http://www.pastorshep.ca

Remembrance Day- Next Sunday we will have our morning worship at Zion Church, and then an afternoon service [2pm] at St. James’. This should allow any who wish to, to honour this day at cenotaphs and legion halls. We remember . . . 

Christmas – plans are already in the works for a Living Nativity and a Candlelight, and our Gospel Hymn Sing, do you have an area of interest. 

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Would you like to order/arrange special bulletins in honour or memory of someone, or ona a special occassion?  

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

2:00pm – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: CANADA: Reaching up and reaching out
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University Presbyterian Church is located in the busy, low-income Jane & Finch community in north-west Toronto. It is a very diverse neighbourhood, with one of the highest proportions of youth, sole-supported families, refugees, immigrants and public housing tenants of any community in Toronto. University Church is reaching out to the community through its “Reaching Up” program, which offers a homework club, music school and youth mentoring. The goal is to promote educational excellence as the ultimate solution to overcoming poverty and violence. Presbyterians Sharing supports University Church as it reaches out to families who are seeking to give their children a brighter future. 
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