A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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November 10th 2013 –- Pentecost - Remembrance
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

The Act of Remembrance – O Canada & God Save the Queen
The goal of our faith is everlasting peace, and we are called to seek it in this life as we look forward to its perfection in the life we approach in Christ’s perfection. The cost of that journey is often great, and so much of it is unseen, and too often taken for granted. Yet you – O Lord – have placed a special crest upon all who would give all for neighbour, friend and even stranger and we do not forget your words: “That no man has greater love than this, to lay down his life for his friends.”

Lord, help us to remember well the sacrifices being made. Lord, help us to find meaning in the calm that comes after war, and the still the coarse anger that feeds new conflict.

And Lord, we give thanks for every life laid down for our safety, and we honour those who would serve a stranger as a friend, and know that you created all the world, and throughout all this world we are called to care for the neighbours you have given us, the least of these in every land on this globe.

The Lord sets his mercy upon his faithful servants


Yet we servants tremble at the Lord’s demands


God calls through the ages telling us to show our faith.


Yet, faith comes at a cost to us, for our world is corrupted by sin, and we cling to our lives while we can have them.


To know peace, we must face its enemy, and set to rest all that bar God’s people from knowing peace and truth.


We stand in hope that we might serve the Lord, and to honour and remember all who have offered their service to the Lord with their strength, their weakness, their very lives. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Words of Remembrance

We remember and honour those who gave their lives in the service of freedom. Those who have honoured this nation with their blood, with their suffering, with the immense cost of their lives; today we honour them. We remember all who have given of themselves in service in the wars and conflicts of this nation has committed itself in theatres of war; remembering service men and women of the First World war, the Second world war, the Korean conflict, Peace Keepers who have served in many volatile national and international struggles, and those who even today are working, struggling, serving and dying in Afghanistan. May what they have given never be forgotten.

We do not grow old, as we that are left grow old. The sun does not rise or set for them, but they are assured of your victory because of their faith. Yet in the rising and the setting of the sun, we shall remember them.

Last Post


Moment Silence

                                            596/833 O Canada




     597/834 God save the Queen

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 461 Be thou my Vision


                            BoP 458
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 17 [Pew Bible] 

1    Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.
2    Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine eyes behold the things that are equal.
3    Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.
4    Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.
5    Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not.
6    I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.
7    Show thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them.
8    Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,
9    From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about.
10    They are enclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly.
11    They have now compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth;
12    Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places.
13    Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword:
14    From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes.
15    As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.
KJV

1    Hear, O LORD, my righteous plea; listen to my cry.
    Give ear to my prayer —it does not rise from deceitful lips.
2    May my vindication come from you; may your eyes see what is right.
3    Though you probe my heart and examine me at night, though you test me, you will find nothing;
    I have resolved that my mouth will not sin.
4    As for the deeds of men —by the word of your lips
    I have kept myself from the ways of the violent.
5    My steps have held to your paths; my feet have not slipped.
6    I call on you, O God, for you will answer me; give ear to me and hear my prayer.
7    Show the wonder of your great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in you from their foes.

8    Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings
9    from the wicked who assail me, from my mortal enemies who surround me.
10    They close up their callous hearts, and their mouths speak with arrogance.
11    They have tracked me down, they now surround me, with eyes alert, to throw me to the ground.
12    They are like a lion hungry for prey, like a great lion crouching in cover.
13    Rise up, O LORD, confront them, bring them down; rescue me from the wicked by your sword.
14    O LORD, by your hand save me from such men, from men of this world whose reward is in this life.
    You still the hunger of those you cherish; their sons have plenty, and they store up wealth for their children.
15    And I—in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness.
NIV

Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 746 What a friend we have in Jesus 


                                         BoP 431
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Job 19:23-29

23Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! 24That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever! 25For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 26And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 27Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me. 28But ye should say, Why persecute we him, seeing the root of the matter is found in me? 29Be ye afraid of the sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments of the sword, that ye may know there is a judgment.
KJV

23    “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll,
24    that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!
25    I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 

26    And after my skin has been destroyed,  yet in my flesh I will see God;
27    I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.
    How my heart yearns within me!
28    “If you say, ‘How we will hound him, since the root of the trouble lies in him,’
29    you should fear the sword yourselves; for wrath will bring punishment by the sword,
    and then you will know that there is judgment.”
NIV

       Epistle – James 3:7-18

7For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 8But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 11Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 12Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.
13Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 14But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.
KJV

7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt£ water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination    NBoP 325 Eternal Father strong to save


                          BoP 435

Gospel – Luke 20:27-38

27Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection; and they asked him, 28Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man’s brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 29There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children. 30And the second took her to wife, and he died childless. 31And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died. 32Last of all the woman died also. 33Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for seven had her to wife. 34And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage: 35But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 36Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection. 37Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him.
KJV

27Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 28“Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and have children for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30The second 31and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32Finally, the woman died too. 33Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?”
34Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’£ 38He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.”
NIV

Sermon  Tongues of Fire 

James describes himself as “a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” wrote in the midst of trouble, to a church that was looking for fellowship and unity despite distance and differences. 

He wrote to churches trying to find meaning and purpose in the face of persecution and internal struggles. And yes, he wrote to the church of his own day, but by God’s grace he wrote to the church of many days, even today.

James comes around to the issue of the church’s internal struggles, he mentions first our tendencies to let our tongues become untamed and run away with our faith. 

Oh, the trouble of an untamed tongue. In a society where we have rebelled against the calls for prudence and restraint, we now live in the decadent age of ‘If it feels good, Do it’ and permissiveness is called a sign of the society’s grace. ‘Better to ask for forgiveness, than permission’ and other indulgences that are taking us away from a more prudent path.


So one thing this letter teaches us is that this is not a new issue in the church. The second is that restraint is meant to be shown as an example in the tongues of those who would be teachers in the midst of the church. We are a fellowship that is most truly led by its teachers, and we look to our own Rabbi, our own teachers as an example of how to hold our tongue, direct our speech and tame our words, our will and our way as God’s people.


Because we know what happens when we say too much. Say to much, and you argue yourself into a corner and defeat yourself by your own words. Watch those people who ramble on and on and they will eventually talk themselves right out of the point they were trying to make; which would be entertaining if it wasn’t so sad. 


There is a certain mindset that takes these words from James’ letter and applies them against sermonizing as it has been most often done in the church. James IS speaking against the long sermons, the long speeches, and the long prayers, just as Jesus spoke against them in Mark 12 [vs. 40; Luke 20:47] saying “they devour women’s houses and for a show make lengthy prayers”. 


The whole point in the sermon is to provide the guided beginning for the argument for the church to engage with through the week. In days before devotional books, or even before copies of the bible were in each household this was the essential piece of information that everyone used to work out their faith as a community, and still today the sermon has a purpose in providing a common context in contrast to the world of distractions that surround us today.


But what James argues against is speeches and sermons designed to prove the preacher’s point. For an example we have our gospel reading today, from Luke in Chapter 20, just before Jesus condemns those making long speeches, the Sadducees try to catch Jesus in an argument. These were people who knew their scripture, but did not believe in the resurrection, they question and doubted the words of the prophets and they sought to question and cast doubt on Christ Jesus.


They spoke, they argued in order to prove themselves right; and there is a real difference between arguing to prove oneself right and arguing to discover/uncover truth.  When you argue to prove yourself right and make your point the only one who wins the argument is you; but when we argue with each other, and debate, discuss, and we seek for the truth, we all learn, we all grow, and while some might have to concede more points than others we all win the argument because at the end of it we all have the truth.


When James wrote his letter to the churches, he was speaking to a fragmented people and he was trying to keep them from being any more broken up than they already were. He wanted to bring them together, back to a real unity under Christ, and it was not about proving one person wrong and another right but by rediscover through Christ Jesus that ‘God is truth’, in as much as the apostle John would write that God is love.


Our tongues are for praising God and not cursing each other, so if we must speak against each other, we must do this with compassion and concern and not self-righteousness and conceit. We do not wish to stand in the same place as the false-footed Sadducees.


For: “the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 1Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”


The harvest is still waiting, and while we see the hills and valleys cleared of their crops and prepared for next year’s planting, there are many souls crying out be called by us to a service in Christ, to be welcomed into this fellowship of believers, as we seek together God’s living Word of truth, alive in our midst, Christ Jesus who is resurrected from the death of our sin unto the everlasting love of God; for God is Love. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Condolences – The prayers of the congregations are extended to the Lois and the family & friends of Freeman McDermott. Service was yesterday at St. Mark’s.

Programs & Activities – Please pray these ministries of your church
Bible Studies are ongoing throughout the pastoral charge, our thanks to Bob & Audrey Glencross for hosting through November, Wednesdays 7pm. A Second study in West Branch hosted at Jessie Kelly’s will begin in the New Year.. 

Alpha – Hosted each Sunday evening {7pm}at Fillmore Trucking, is open for people of all ages looking to deepen their understanding of scripture and the church. 

Visiting Course – Hosted at the Rexton Lions Nursing home, will continue Tuesday, November 12th to develop pastoral visiting by everyone in the church, throughout the community as we care for each other, the sick and those in need. 

Bible School – Mondays at 7pm at Fillmore Trucking

Christmas Gospel Hymn Sing – 

Nursing Home Christmas Party – December 1st starting 2pm and runner through to suppertime. Come begin your celebration of Christmas with your friends at the Rexton Lion’s Nursing Home 

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 330 O God our help in ages past



BoP 87
 Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  28  We celebrate the gifts we share 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s Readings: Malachi 4, Psalm 98, James 4:1-12, Luke 21:5-19

Announcements: 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Patricia and her family, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Madelyne, Lois & family, John & family, Gary
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Mission Moment Making a difference in Nicaragua Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Denise Van Wissen, a nutritionist serving as a technical advisor with SOYNICA in Nicaragua; helping people access their right to food through advocacy and education in nutrition and agriculture. She shares, “I'm happy to be working with SOYNICA because even after all these years of trying to improve the nutritional status of children, there's still a great need. It's hard to see people – especially kids – in need, without doing something to help.” The all-female team works with resource-poor families both in rural and urban areas of Nicaragua.

Is this why ministers don’t always get invited to help out at bake sales? >>>
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