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ORDER OF SERVICE

November 16th 2014 – Pentecost – 

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 7 Glorify Thy name 

Father, we love You
We worship and adore You
Glorify Thy Name in all the earth
Refrain: Glorify Thy Name, Glorify Thy Name, Glorify Thy Name in all the earth

Jesus, we love You
We worship and adore You
Glorify Thy Name in all the earth Refrain

 Spirit, we love You
We worship and adore You
Glorify Thy Name in all the earth Refrain 2x


Prayer of Approach, Confession & the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 46 Standing on the promises
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 123 [pew Bible] 

1    I lift up my eyes to you,
    to you whose throne is in heaven.
2    As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master,
    as the eyes of a maid look to the hand of her mistress,
    so our eyes look to the LORD our God,
    till he shows us his mercy.
3    Have mercy on us, O LORD, have mercy on us,
    for we have endured much contempt.
4    We have endured much ridicule from the proud,
    much contempt from the arrogant.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn BoP 431 What a friend we have in Jesus

Scripture Readings: OT – Judges 4:1-7

1After Ehud died, the Israelites once again did evil in the eyes of the LORD. 2So the LORD sold them into the hands of Jabin, a king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth Haggoyim. 3Because he had nine hundred iron chariots and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they cried to the LORD for help.
4Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading£ Israel at that time. 5She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites came to her to have their disputes decided. 6She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead the way to Mount Tabor. 7I will lure Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.’”

                          Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

1Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
4But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 362 Lord of all power

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 25:14-30

14“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents£ of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’
21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
22“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’
23“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
24“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
26“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
28“‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
Sermon:  Having and doing?

A man approached a little league baseball game one afternoon. He asked a boy in the dugout what the score was. The boy responded, "Eighteen to nothing & we're behind." 

"Boy," said the spectator, "I'll bet you're discouraged." 

"Why should I be discouraged?" replied the little boy. "We haven't even gotten up to bat yet!" 

Before there was a Joan of Arc, and before there was any idea of a GI Jane, there was Deborah. When we go looking for stories of strong women in the Bible we encounter those women who are barren, who are widows, and yet are able to make and be strong. And their strength ends up being very often connected with their ability to somehow become dependant on a man. This is not the sort of message that our port- political correctness, post- affirmative action, post-feminist movement real is too excited about. The slant that has been put on these other stories is that women need men. And in comparison it is not properly stated how much men need women, which is clear in those same stories, when they are given the balanced approach.


Today our Old Testament reading takes us to the battles of an emerging nation, and the leader we encounter is Deborah. She is introduced as the wife of Lappidoth – which is not a common name, and this may actually mean that she was not married to Lappidoth but that she was the woman of the lamps [a lamp-lighter in the tabernacle] or even it is a title meaning; Deborah, the woman of illumination. Significantly she is recognized as one of the judges of Israel – following in the tradition of Moses and Joshua, she governed and offered judgment over disputes, but she is one of the few judges who is also recognized as prophet [prophetess]. 

Her story comes from a time when God’s people have become trapped by foolish decisions and wrong thinking. They had been in a position of power and influence – the previous chapter tells us this lasted for eighty years - and then they did ‘what was evil’ in the sight of the Lord. Then God sold them into the hands of Jabin, the Canaanite king, and the people of God became captives and were oppressed for twenty years.


God sold them.


At the end of the summer we had a bit of a yard sale, and it did alright, and I was able to sell off a number of items and I made a few bucks. They were items that had ended their usefulness to me and so I sold them. Was that the condition that God saw in His people? – that the people of God had become useful only to sell off? Does God really give up on people like that? Some people go through life go through life feeling that way; that God would sell them off or abandon them. But see, that is never true. When are you ever out of God’s hands? Even if you find yourself, or put yourself in a dangerous situation when are you ever out of God’s hands?   


God let his people get to the result of their bad decisions. God did not keep the people from the consequences of their actions or their poor beliefs. And God set a time and a way for their redemption. 

Before the 9/11 attacks, a young man from France captured the attention of the world by walking a tightrope between the towers of New York's World Trade Center (1350 feet high). Only a few months later, however, while practicing on a low wire in St. Petersburg, Florida, he fell 30 feet and was badly injured. As he lay waiting for help, he reportedly beat his fist on the ground saying, "I can't believe it! I can't believe it! I never fall!"

That is the only way we often understand God’s love and grow into having a relationship with God; having God’s love all around us, and enjoying good times and prosperity, well we can get it into our heads that we deserve and that we are entitled to everything we have and everything we can take. But when we bottom out, and when we discover just how flat-lined out faith is, when WE fall, well . . .  it is not that God has sold us off, but that we have sold out on God, and the chance for knowing God’s love – if God were anyone else – are gone.


And that is when we can see and feel redemption. Having God’s love, and the provisions that accompany God love in all its promises, are of no value unless we DO something with what we have been given. Sometimes we are only at our best when we feel the strain of a challenge [but we have to FEEL the strain].

It’s so easy to fall into the trap of complacency, of doing nothing, of ignoring the danger of being in a wrong relationship with God. There’s a legend where three demons are overheard planning how to get most victims for their master. The first said: "Tell the people ’There is no God’" "No, that won’t do," said the others, "There are too many evidences of his goodness to convince people." The second proposed: "Say ’There is no hell.’" The others replied, "That won’t convince people either because some of their fellows are there already." The third produced the most effective way, "Tell them ’There is no hurry.’"


Jesus not only teaches us to step up and DO something with our redemption,  in the parable we read from Matthew today but Jesus embodies a living redemption. He took our place at the very bottom so that we never have to face destruction in order to know redemption. He took the risk, he accepted the responsibility, and he faced all the potential loss against the sin of the world, and he rose above death, he rose above destruction, he rose above sin [all our sin], and he showed that even through the darkest time, even through death, God has given a way to salvation. 


But even with the tremendous gift of God’s love in Christ Jesus, if we do nothing with it, if we do not share it, study it, discuss it, dwell on it, act on it, believe, then where does than it is not just that God’s gifts don’t grow in us, but all the joy and fulfillment we could have had is replaced by something cheap and empty. 


Every time we gather here we fill the house with sinners. There are lots of things in our lives we can be proud of, achievements we can post on our walls or wear like a medal. But there is a whole lot in our lives that we are not proud of, that we hide away, that we push under the rug, that we do not want anybody to see, but God has seen it, God knows it, God was there when it happened and has been witness to the cover-up ever since. And God loves you anyway.


In the midst of the good times, facing off with the bad times, or not sure where you are in your own life, God is with you. God stands before you like Deborah and Barak and the army that redeemed the people of God. God is there in the words of Christ calling you to step back into your own life and find the fulfillment that comes from sharing who you are, as the wonderful person God has created you to be, that you have always been, that the people who love you in your life keep on encouraging you to be. 


Do not be afraid of bad decision you have not made yet, or refuse to accept the lessons found in the mistake that are already done and gone, salvation is a grace not some reward you have to earn, but in God’s limitless love there are rewards for accepting the grace that is offered free to you at God’s cost.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Althea, Edna, Ruby & Angus, Tara & Marc and little Jaxson, Jessie, Paul, Gary, 
Announcements: 
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Card making Class –Bev Dunn will be hosting a card making classes Thursday  mornings 9:30am 11:30am through the month of November. 6$ for materials all provided 785-4426; 3199 Route 465, Beersville

November Craft Sale – There will be a craft & Bake sale at St Mark’s Hall on Saturday November 22nd starting at 11am.

Bible Study A nativity Bible study will be hosted in Harcourt at the home of Dave & Shelley Cail 10am. Starting Nov. 18th and then for the rest of the month.

Variety Show - St. Andrews United Church Rexton Saturday, November 29 @ 7 PM Admission $8 per Adult $20 for a family

PARTY! – The Rexton Lion Nursing home will be hosting their annual residents Christmas party on December 7th 1pm, all are invited 

A Living Nativity – The Nativity will be presented on December 7th, at 6:30 pm at Bonnielm Farms [Ford Bank, Route 470 - ] Refreshments at the ‘Inn’, donation will be received at the census table, Come to Bethlehem and see . . .

Christmas Coral Concert – The Richibucto River Choir will be putting on a Christmas concert December 13th as an evening gala, tickets $10, proceeds to support the St. Andrew’s restoration project.
Poutine Rapėe – Available through Ste. Paul’s Catholic Church, St. Paul’s contact Rosa 785-4505 or Evenesse 955 - by the 27th of Nov. for orders 

Community Food Bank – Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 85 Great is thy faithfulness

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share
28

We celebrate the gifts we share [Martyrdom; BoP 13]
We celebrate the gifts we share,

In service we proclaim

Our Saviour Christ who for us died

To wash away sin’s stain.

By faith we go and labour on,

Through tasks God’s Word reveals;

Amidst the joy of worship done,

To wonder as He heals.

25

‘Midst Prayers of Thanks (to the tune of ‘Before the throne of God above;)
‘Midst prayers of thanks our praises ring,

Before the world we gladly sing,

For we are saved by giving hands

Of Christ who died that we might stand.

Our great thanksgiving is our lives

In daily service lifted high

Souls in devotion testify

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We thank you Lord, you paid the price
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
Next week’s Services

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Ezekiel, Psalm 100, Ephesians 1:1-15, Matthew 25:

Mission Moments One Year After Typhoon Haiyan “Typhoon Haiyan destroyed our house and my boat. We’re left with nothing,” says Alan Padilla, a fisherman from Embarcadero, Philippines. “When we heard the warning, my wife and children evacuated to the village school. I stayed to guard the house and boat. But later my brother came to tell me that I should also evacuate.” This warning saved Alan’s life. On November 8, 2013, fierce winds and high waves hit the Philippines, affecting nearly 14 million people. One year later, work to rebuild and construct more typhoon resistant homes and help families like Alan’s. PWS&D responded through the ACT Alliance, which provides 115,000 people with food today & support rehabilitation and disaster preparedness work.
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