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November 17th 2013 – Pentecost 
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome ``

Call to Worship A&D  8 Give Thanks

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks unto the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks unto the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 

 And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us" 
 And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us" 

Give Thanks

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise BoP 369 I heard the voice of Jesus say

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 98 [Pew Bible] 

1    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvellous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn BoP 468 The wise may bring their learning
Scripture Readings:


OT – Malachi 4:1-6

1“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 3Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty.
4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel.
5“See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 6He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”
        Epistle – James 4:1-12

1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
    “God opposes the proud
    but gives grace to the humble.” 

7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
11Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?
 Hymn of Illumination BoP 258 Spirit of God descend upon my heart

 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 21:5-19

5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6“As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”
7“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”
8He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”
10Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.
12“But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life.
Sermon: The getting of grace

Because I spend so much time running around in the car I get to enjoy some pretty funny programs on the comedy channel, and one of my favourite comedians on there is Jeff Foxworthy: Here is a guy who has made it his career to point out the funny things about the sub-culture of being a ‘red-neck’. Maybe he appeals to to me because I come from one of the country’s silly sub-culture groups that every body makes fun of too; no matter what I do I will still be to most people ‘a newfie’.


But when Jeff starts getting into his routine with lines like:

“ You might be a redneck if… the directions to your house include the phrase "turn off the paved road".”
 “You might be a redneck if… you have to go outside to get something out of the ’fridge. “
 “You might be a redneck if… your dad walks you to school because you’re both in the same grade.” 
 “You might be a redneck if… you have flowers planted in a bathroom fixture in your front yard.” 
 You might be a redneck if… you think the last words to the national anthem are, "Gentlemen, start your engines." 

See that was fun, but the whole point is to be able to turn it around and stop making fun of others  and make sure we stop making excuses for ourselves. We might be surprised at what a little grace and humility will give us the chance to laugh at.


One of my favourite Newfie jokes as been: “Why did the Newfie move the house back four inches? We’ll of course, to tighten his clothes line.”


Thing is, the clothes-line at the house is a little saggy and I am having a hard time figuring out how to move the manse back those couple of inches. Maybe it’s time for the Manse Committee to have a meeting before the newfie gets goin’ on some home reno ideas. 


We’ve got our songs about thanking God for our blessings, the many graces that have bestowed our lives with happiness, understanding, purpose and direction. We sing that ‘God is so good’, but we have the other side of the ledger to talk about, the real reason we need that grace. We didn’t earn the grace, you cannot earn grace. We cannot deserve grace, but we are given it all the same; and we are meant to take this as a lesson. Grace comes as a rescue, a peace when peace should be impossible, a friend when we have pushed all real friends away.


When we say our grace at meal time, we are thanking God for the meal, that we can have a meal and we can have such a good meal. And if the meal is better than expected there is nothing wrong with saying another prayer of thanks and grace after the meal is done too.


Grace inspires us to look back over our choices and to see our needs as they have been met for us. Grace silences our worldly expectations, stands against our envy, and makes our pride into foolishness. The getting of grace is not a sign of how wonderful we are, but of how amazing we know God to be. Grace shows up to rescue us in our time of need.

An elderly woman had just returned to her home from an evening of church services when she was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its valuables and yelled, "Stop! Acts 2:38!"

(Repent and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.)
The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly called the police and explained what she had done. As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the burglar, "Why did you just stand there? All the old lady did was yell a scripture to you." "Scripture?" replied the burglar. "She said she had an axe and two 38's!"


Grace comes as a light in the dark, to offer a truer equity and equality than our own silent selfish senses of justice ever allow.


Selfishness can be pretty loud though. Every banter media box – from mail box to radio, TV, phones and computers – if you don’t know what you want right now, something is sure to tell you soon. Oh, they will make a big deal about your dreams, your desires, your entitlement, your rights. Funny thing is, most of what we are told to want is exactly what they are trying to sell. Selfishness is loud and noisy; it doesn’t say much, do much, or offer much if anything.


James tells the church to resist the devil; but the forms of ‘the devil’ that James points to are a to not be double-minded, to discover what true friendship is. If we are going to sing hymns like ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ than we should be a little more sure of what that friendship means, and what we are going to do within the friendship. 


When we in the church talk about friendship, we also mean fellowship. When James says, and this can be hard to understand at first – “Anyone who chooses to be a friend with the world becomes an enemy of God.” James isn’t denying Jesus words to love our enemy and pray for those who despise and use us. James is taking the church back to the first commandment; to Love God and have not other gods before God. To love the Lord our God with all our heart and mind and soul, and spirit and strength. And we cannot do that if we have to be right all the time. If we are too proud to discover how God is right, and how we can be right with God.

  What does God want for us? There is a line in our reading from James I’d like for us to focus on as a way of discovering not just today, but through this coming week, take this home with you ‘what is it that God wants for us?’.
 Do our needs, dreams and desires match what God’s plan is for his people? Is that where our mind is?


James writes, in chapter four verse eight: “8Come near to God and he will come near to you.” And that is what this time of worship should be about. And when we have devotions, and bible study, and programs and bible school, it should be about drawing closer to God. 


What is your life about right now?


Do you have travel plans? Do you have company coming? Do you have a ist of chores? God knows this. God is not asking you to set life aside, but to simply open your heart to see that from your hardest task to your greatest fun, God wants your life to be about something real and important and wonderful; for you to rediscover just how amazing God has made you to be.


You might grieve that past, and mourn over lost opportunities, but remember that in God tomorrow is eternal, joy is everlasting, and love is real, forgiving and never ending. You are welcomed into a grace that is not confined to your dreams alone, but to the beautiful wonder of all our dreams brought together in the midst of God’s love and power, and humbled by this and more we shall be lifted up.   

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Insert for the Philippians relief project

 Communion Zion Nov 24th, St. Andrew’s Dec 1st, St. James’ Dec 8th, St. Mark’s Dec 15th  

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Hymn Sing November 24th 7pm at Canaan Baptist Church; All are welcome
Bible Study & Alpha ongoing hosted at Glencross’s [in Clairville] 7pm  Wednesdays through November; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Visiting Course – Hosted at the Rexton Lions Nursing Home, continues Tuesday, November 5th 12th 19th 26th  developing pastoral visiting in the community as we care for each other, the sick and others in need. Join any time.

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 

Community Santa’s Helpers -  Be a Santa's Helper and give a child and his family a nice Christmas Through the Credit Union you can now make a donation to the Santa’s Helper program in Rexton. Our clothing, goods and toy drive will start the first Sunday in December.
 Poutine râpée  –Support St. Paul’s Church (St. Paul) Pre-order made no less than 1 week in advance Rosa 785-4505; Evenesse (955-3644) picked up Nov. 23rd.

BLMS - Christmas Musical Production! "The Rented Christmas":  A man, rents Christmas - presents, tree, carollers, even a wife and kids!  This feel good story is a wonderful event for the whole family. December 11, 12 13th - all at 7pm; December 14th - special 2pm matinee! 8$ adult 5$ student; call 523-7160

Thanks – The McDermott family wish to offer their thanks for the many expressions of support and condolence offered since Freeman’s sickness and passing. Your prayers and kind words have been a great help. God Bless.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge – Pray; we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Vance & Roberta, Savannah, Madalyne, Percy, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Janet & St. James in Port Elgin, Patricia and her family, Martin, Owen, Denis, 

Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for?
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn BoP 373 The great Physician now is near

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  28  We celebrate the gifts we share
We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm 46, James 5:7-16, Luke 1:68-79
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge – Pray; we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Vance & Roberta, Savannah, Madalyne, Percy, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Janet & St. James in Port Elgin, Patricia and her family, Martin, Owen, Denis, 

Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for?
Mission Moment  Providing Christian Community

Life in a new country is isolating and daunting for new immigrants. Montreal’s Siloé Christian Community grew out of a desire to serve people immigrating from Francophone countries in Africa - people like William. When William arrived in Canada from Cameroun, and attended various churches but never felt quite at home. A friend invited him to Siloé and he felt a real sense of belonging. William explains, “My experience in Siloé is rewarding. There is human warmth and closeness between Christians . . . the mutual brotherhood among the people.” Presbyterians Sharing helps Siloé; a welcoming community for new immigrants in Montreal.



Sorry no room for a comic strip this week
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