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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to worship A&D  14  Jesus, name above all names
Jesus, name above all names
Beautiful Saviour 
Glorious Lord
Emmanuel, God is with us
Blessed redeemer
Living Word

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 237 All hail the power of Jesus name

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 46 [Pew Bible] 

1    God is our refuge and strength,
    an ever-present help in trouble.
2    Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3    though its waters roar and foam
    and the mountains quake with their surging.
Selah
4    There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5    God is within her, she will not fall;
    God will help her at break of day.
6    Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7    The LORD Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah
8    Come and see the works of the LORD,
    the desolations he has brought on the earth.
9    He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth;
    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear,
    he burns the shields£ with fire.
10    “Be still, and know that I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth.”
11    The LORD Almighty is with us;
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn insert Just a closer walk with Thee

Just a closer walk with Thee

 I am weak but thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong; I’ll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.

CHORUS: Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea, daily walking close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

 Through this world of toil and snares, if I falter, Lord, who cares? Who with me my burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.

 When my feeble life is o’er, time for me will be no more; guide me gently, safely o’er to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.                         
The Sacrament of Baptism  - Reegan MacKenzie Cook    

The Sacrament of Baptism

Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms round them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." 

(Mark 10:13-16)
The Baptism of Reegan MacKenzie Cook

Who is it that comes to be baptized?

The Elder says: On behalf of St. James’ Session, I would like to present Donald & Stacy, who are bringing their child Reegan for Christian baptism today.

The Minister says: Donald & Stacy, do you desire baptism for your daughter?

We do

Donny, Stacy, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your daughter?

We do

Do you promise to raise your daughter in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ in your home and through the fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your daughter for baptism today, you are asking on her behalf for Reegan to be recognized as a child of the church, and the household of faith. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, confess your faith, and affirm your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number 616, and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven, 

And sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church; The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life ever lasting. Amen

To the family & sponsors: Do you, as believers in Christ, in the continuance of your affirmed faith, promise to aid these parents in the love they show Reegan, reminding and encouraging her in the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, sharing with this child the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture these little ones by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging them to follow the way of Christ and to be  faithful members of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

To parents and the congregation: May God richly bless you and give you grace faithfully to fulfil the promises made this day.
Congregation and extended family invited to sit.

Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, for the gifts of water and your Spirit.  In the beginning, when the Spirit moved over the waters, you gave order and life to your planet earth.  In the time of Moses, you led your people out of slavery through the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land.  In the fullness of time you sent Jesus Christ, who was formed in the water of a woman's womb.  In the water of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the city of God, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  Thanks be to you, O God.  Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit you claim us and call us each by name. By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may those who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   Pour out your Spirit upon Reegan, that she shall be joined together with all your people, becoming one of the royal priesthood within Christ’s in his ministry to the world, live in newness of life sustained by your Word and renewed at your Table, and continue forever as a servant of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever, AMEN.

To parents By what name have you named this child?

The parents reply:



Reegan
 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Reegan, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

With the child in arm . . . entering the congeregation

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Reegan in Christ's name:  

(The Aaronic Blessing #606 Book of Praise)

The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 


the Lord make his face shine upon thee,



and be gracious unto thee; 


the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 


and give thee his peace.

The Minister returns the child to their parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the Lord has worked to grow this family. 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 23:1-6

1“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. 2Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3“I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.
5    “The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
    “when I will raise up to David£ a righteous Branch,
    a King who will reign wisely
    and do what is just and right in the land.
6    In his days Judah will be saved
    and Israel will live in safety.
    This is the name by which he will be called:
    The LORD Our Righteousness.
       Epistle – James 5:7-16

7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
10Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
12Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your “Yes” be yes, and your “No,” no, or you will be condemned.
13Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
Hymn of Illumination    BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus

       Gospel – Luke 1:67-80

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68    “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come and has redeemed his people.
69    He has raised up a horn£ of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
70    (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
71    salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us—
72    to show mercy to our fathers
    and to remember his holy covenant,
73    the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74    to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
75    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76    And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
77    to give his people the knowledge of salvation
    through the forgiveness of their sins,
78    because of the tender mercy of our God,
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79    to shine on those living in darkness
    and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.
Sermon  The King’s Crop 
Woven through the testimony of God’s word is a context not unlike the waiting room at the hospital. God makes us wait. That is something hard to admit. God makes us wait, not because God is especially busy, but because we need to be able to wait for God in order to have the patience trained into us to be patient with each other, and even more than that, to be patient with ourselves. 


Teaching little children to plant a garden is an important lesson. Every child should learn, early on, the lesson of the seed and the soil. And while there are many parts to this lesson – plant many seeds, water and fertilize, be moderate in all things – the most important lesson is to be patient. Things will not spring up the next day. 


And maybe we need this lesson as well. Our lives are filled with examples of instant, and the immediate. We are so time constrained that we are convinced into fast-food, fast- living, and world wide instant connecting to everyone else’s lives. 


But the reality is, that that really is not reality for most things. Things take time, good and bad things take time and effort and energy and we need to be cautious about our instant, immediate, and skipping the steps where learning, and interest used to be.


They didn’t have microwaves, frozen dinners, digital cameras, and world-wide-web access in the first years of the church, but when James wrote to the churches scattered among the nation he also wrote to a people who were impatient about their lives and especially about their faith.


The dangers about the rituals of our faith is that we only tend to see them as an event. We have the event and we expect to see immediate results. The child is baptized and we wait to see if there is some kind of halo that forms around the child as the water dries on their forehead. We gather at the Lord’s table and we expect to gain some immediate profound insight into the bible and the life of faith. 


But like the planting of the seed our baptism marks a beginning of a life-long process of growing in faith and in the kind of life and calling that God placed on our lives when by molecule, atom and spirit God wove us together from the very fabric of existence to be the beautiful creatures that we are. We gather at the Lord’s table perhaps weekly, perhaps seasonally, and our prayer should be that we come to each time of gathering holding onto some deeper truth, or some new and important learning of our faith in God. 


In order to bear the fruit of God’s Holy Spirit in our midst we all have to be at work in the growing of what God has placed in our lives; from the hard soil of struggles and sorrows that is the mark of all human living in our fallen state, but even more-so the joyful using and sharing of the amazing gifts of spirit and life that every one of us bear, and that we are called to bring together as gifts of praise and worship before God by serving. Calling and loving one another.


God calls on our faith – the gifts of our lives fulfilled in purpose and calling – to do more than bring glory and celebrity to ourselves, but to bring all of creation together rejoicing before God its creator. Have we done that, can we do this in some more meaningful way.


When we are challenged by the wait for the fulfillment of faith, we are called to tasks of caring. Just as the field of grain is sturdier than the single blade of grass in the desert, so we await in the strength of Holy fellowship the coming of our King who will gather us together as his children, as a fruitful crop that brings glory to the Lord who planted us in the midst of life. To God’s glory and praise. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion Zion Nov 24th, St. Andrew’s Dec 1st, St. James’ Dec 8th, St. Mark’s Dec 15th  

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Hymn Sing November 24th 7pm at Canaan Baptist Church; All are welcome
Bible Study & Alpha ongoing hosted at Glencross’ [in Clairville]7pm  Wednesdays through November; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Visiting Course – Hosted at the Rexton Lions Nursing Home, continues Tuesday, November 5th 12th 19th 26th  developing pastoral visiting in the community as we care for each other, the sick and others in need. Join any time.

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 
Community Santa’s Helpers -  Be a Santa's Helper and give a child and his family a nice Christmas Through the Credit Union you can now make a donation to the Santa’s Helper program in Rexton. Our clothing, goods and toy drive will start the first Sunday in December.

St. Andrew’s United, Rexton – Country Christmas Concert on Saturday Dec. 7th @ 7pm $8 adult or $20 family. Fun family entertainment, treat & refresh table. 

Rexton Lions Nursing Home - Bake/Craft/Book Sale on Dec 11, 1:30-300 pm Proceeds for Resident’s Activities Donations greatly appreciation
 BLMS - Christmas Musical Production! "The Rented Christmas":  A man, rents Christmas - presents, tree, carollers, even a wife and kids!  This feel good story is a wonderful event for the whole family. December 11, 12 13th - all at 7pm; December 14th - special 2pm matinee! 8$ adult 5$ student; call 523-7160

Nursing Home Christmas Party – December 1st starting 2pm and runner through to suppertime. Come begin your celebration of Christmas with your friends at the Rexton Lion’s Nursing Home 

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 569 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee
 Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  28  We celebrate the gifts we share 

We celebrate the gifts we share,

In service we proclaim

Our Saviour Christ who for us died

To wash away sin’s stain.

By faith we go and labour on,

Through tasks God’s Word reveals;

Amidst the joy of worship done,

To wonder as He heals.

We rejoice in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we welcome those who seek to belong to Him. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, helping us in our calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we rejoice in this chance to celebrate your gifts and share what we have in faith with you. God bless you.

Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

[image: image1.jpg]



Next week’s Readings: Malachi 4, Psalm 98, James 4:1-12, Luke 21:5-19

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Patricia and her family, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Madelyne, Lois & family, John & family, Gary, Dorothy, Danika
Mission Moment 

{see insert PWS&D page}

