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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 26 – Christ the King Sunday

November 25th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Tuesday, at 10am at the Manse in Beersville. Together we explore prayer as it is revealed through scripture and share in reading from many authors

The Presbyterian Message, Subscriptions for the magazine of the Atlantic Mission Society are now available. The cost is $14. per subscription. 

Contact; Jean Williams; 590 Barneys River Road, Barneys River, NS  B0K1A0
Communion at Christmas – Each Sunday we will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper throughout the Pastoral Charge. Please note your Sunday for communion. 2nd St. Andrew’s; 9th St. James; 16th St Mark’s; 23rd Zion
Christmas Gospel Hymn Sing –We will be hosting the next hymn sing on December 2nd  A time of fellowship will follow.

A Living Nativity - Sunday December 16th @ 7-8pm;  planning is ongoing
Candlelight Service – Saturday, December 22nd @ 7pm; a planning meeting for this service will be called sometimes in early December. 

Christmas Eve- Early service – the family service - is 4 o’clock at St. James Church in Beersville. The later, tradition format service, is 7pm at Zion Church in West Branch. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Christmas – plans are already in the works for a Living Nativity and a Candlelight, and our Gospel Hymn Sing, do you have an area of interest. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.  The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time to look at the church web page www.pccweb.ca/brpc    
Call to Worship  {overhead} Jesus, name above all names
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Praise my soul the King of Heaven

BoP 250
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 93 [BoP 649] 

1    The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.
2    Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting.
3    The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.
4    The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.
5    Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.
KJV

Children’s story – Born to be

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 375 Fairest Lord Jesus

     BoP 232
Scripture Readings:

            OT – Daniel 7:9-14

9I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 10A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 11I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 12As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.
KJV

9“As I looked,
    “thrones were set in place,
    and the Ancient of Days took his seat.
    His clothing was as white as snow;
    the hair of his head was white like wool.
    His throne was flaming with fire,
    and its wheels were all ablaze.
10    A river of fire was flowing,
    coming out from before him.
    Thousands upon thousands attended him;
    ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
    The court was seated,
    and the books were opened.
11“Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12(The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)
13“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
NIV


       Epistle – Revelation 1:1-8

1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 2Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.
3Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 4John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 5And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 8I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.
KJV

1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.
4John,
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits£ before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
7    Look, he is coming with the clouds,
    and every eye will see him,
    even those who pierced him;
    and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.
    So shall it be! Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 371 Love divine all loves excelling

      BoP 233

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 18:33-40

 33Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 34Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 37Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 38Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 39But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 40Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.KJV

33Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
35“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?”
36Jesus said, 
“My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
38“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
40They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.
NIV
Sermon: King of Truth

Beyond the beholders imagination, truth belongs to the creator. 

If we left royalty simply as some ‘fairy tail’ that floats out from a child’s story book, or is stamped from the pages of history, then we miss the revelations about true royalty that have been observed through the centuries.


God’s people have often struggled with how they are ruled. Adam and Eve were not content with the knowledge of Good and evil being something God could give, they sought to rule this gift for themselves. Humanity has, ever since, struggled to assert itself against any will but its own; even to the point of declaring their own kings, and naming our own rulers.


What does politics mean? Well the name politics is really only two-thousand three hundred or so years old; through royalty and rulers roamed the earth long before Aristotle coined the modern idea of the politic [politika]. And Aristotle’s idea was that politics was human kind’s alignment around the state, or standard, in some fashion leading to true order. The underlying problem, and the next argument, is how does the state govern its ‘true order’, against the chaos of anybody else’s ‘true order’.


The word politics comes from the same Greco/Latin root as ‘pole’. Which helps us understand that politics, is the centering on something every one can see, and is shared and celebrated, is meaningful to the group. That is why we build buildings like churches big and bold, with signs, so people can see a recognize what we believe and so they know where to go if they want to learn and believe the same thing [or if they wish to find us to argue about it, ‘til we follow their standard]. 


That’s why we run flags up the flag poles, so that we can be very specific about which poll we gather around. There is even an understanding that ancient cities centered not only around sources of transportation, but were also extensions of the monuments and cemeteries of powerful leaders, and families that lead to dynasties of leadership. That is what we find – to a great extent – as the idea of kingship and cult develop together for the people of Israel.


From the very beginning, as Hebrew philosophy was emerging from the wilderness with the first five books of the bible, a shared journey of life and faith, they were a centered people with God as their standard. God’s people struggle to keep God as their political centre. The idea that politics and religion are independent, and should be kept separate, is a post-world war reaction to the potential volatility; that is all too clear when we come to Christ Jesus’ cross.


So let’s step back from the cross for a moment, to the scene before the crucifixion,  where Jesus stands before the ruler of the land. Despite what Herod represented, the priests and the Pharisees thought of themselves, and Augustus declared from afar, Pilate was defacto the  ruler of the land; having power over life and death throughout all Israel. 

In his rise to power he had made it his policy {his own standard belief}to reign in petty lords and kings and submit them to the yoke of Rome; even if that yoke was the beam of a cross. But he does not do that with Jesus. Jesus was accused of being such a king, and yet was acclaimed the king of kings – a title belonging only to Caesar for Pilate. 

Pilate never denies this. He argues and turns the conversation so that Jesus would have any and every opportunity to declare himself a king; a king of the Jews, a king of Kings, King of the universe. But all Jesus says of his kingship to Pilate is that Jesus king ship is ‘not of this world’. And the political head did not argue this. He may have been confounded by it. But significantly he finds no fault in this.

Pilate asks Jesus, what is truth; and what is truth but the lack of falseness. Pilate then later says of Jesus, I can find no fault in him. 

Whether knowingly, or unknowingly, Pilate declares Jesus as the Christ.

But we know the truth. Through more than the standards and symbols of miracles, scripture and teaching, we know the King of Truth in the testimony of our own lives, through the revelation of God’s Holy Spirit moving among us, as His Church.  This revelation is meant to be, for us, far more than a sign of a throne coming down from the clouds, or vast choruses of angles sounding Christ’s praise from every corner of creation.

Our true King is the King of our hearts, our souls, who rules us in self sacrificing love; that he took the cross for us, took the burden of our sin from us, that we might wear crowns with him and cast them before the throne of God’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 363 All hail the power of Jesus name

 
BoP 237

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] We celebrate the gifts we share
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments MISSION TRIP: Malawi
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Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help connect people in Canada with long-term mission partners. In April 2012, eleven Canadians traveled to Malawi to learn about the mission and ministry being done by The Presbyterian Church in Canada in partnership with the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian. The group visited several programs run by the Blantyre Synod Health and Development Commission (BSHDC), which receives support from Presbyterian World Service and Development. Trip participant Colin Carmichael shares, “It was clear to us that the BSHDC staff and volunteers bring hope to the people they touch every single day. They are God’s grace living and working among His people.”

