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November 3rd 2013 – Pentecost – All Saints 
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  1 A new commandment

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise BoP 233 Love divine all loves excelling

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [Pew Bible] 

1    Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
2    Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3    When I kept silent, my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4    For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
    my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Selah
5    Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.
    I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”—
    and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah
6    Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found;
    surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.
7    You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance.
Selah
8    I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you and watch over you.
9    Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding
    but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.
10    Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’S unfailing love
    surrounds the man who trusts in him.
11    Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn BoP 251 Come, children join to sing

Scripture Readings:


OT – Isaiah 1:10-20

10    Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom;
    listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!
11    “The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?” says the LORD.
    “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals;
    I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.
12    When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you,
    this trampling of my courts?
13    Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
    Your incense is detestable to me.
    New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I cannot bear your evil assemblies.
14    Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates.
    They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.
15    When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you;
    even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood;
16    wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight!
    Stop doing wrong, 17 learn to do right!
    Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.
    Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.
18    “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD.
    “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
    though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.
19    If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land;
20    but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.”
    For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
        Epistle – James 2:5-18

5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?
8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 
 Hymn of Illumination BoP 259 Breathe on me breath of God

 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 19:1-10

1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
7All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”
8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
9Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”
Sermon: Our duty of deeds

Why do Christians do good things?

Why do you want to help your neighbour, give to the poor, visit the lonely?

The pre-text of James’ explanation of the ‘good-deed-doing’ of Christians draws us back to Christ Jesus conversation with the young man found in Matthew 19:16. In that conversation we don’t know all the circumstances and motivations of the young man, simply that he followed the law his whole life and his goal was to inherited eternal life. A young man, fixated on heaven, seek through Christ the way to everlasting life.  


But Jesus does not make the task an easy one for the wealthy young man. It was considered a sign of God’s love, God’s provision, and an individual’s goodness if they were blessed by wealth. The young man, in his wealth, accepted that what he had was a sign from God that he was doing right be the law, and in the standard of his society no one would likely argue. 


The context of that rich young man existed for the church to whom James was writing as well. Author and Pastor Erwin Lutzer said “Few people have the spiritual resources needed to be both wealthy and godly.” And I think we can recognize that the mindset believes that wealth and prosperity are the best indicator of God’s favour is mistaken, bordering on the heretical. There is no inherent goodness in wealth, but why then do we seem so driven towards the having and possessing. We feel duty bound to being good managers of our resources, good providers for our families, but from Kennedy’s to Kardashians, Oland’s, McCains to our own Irvings we have ample examples that wealth does not equal happiness, neither is it the best indicator of God’s grace in our lives.

In the early church one of the important distinctions it had against the rest of society was the way it pooled its resources. That pooling allowed it to intervene in people’s lives who would have been disregarded by the rest of the community. They exercised a tremendous resource base of people in this and every penny had a purpose.


The poor have that advantage over the rich. It is very difficult for those who have much money to say what that money is for. The poor – by necessity – must measure each choice and action upon a scale of needs and wants so that ever resource is used wisely. 


There is another story about a rich man, who upon facing his death, and realizing that his money cannot save him after years of the best treatment, prays and prays that when he dies he can take his wealth with him to heaven.


And the same night he prays, an angel of the Lord comes down and tells the man that he simply cannot take his money and possessions with him to eternal life.


And still the man implores in his prayers, day after day, night after night that he be allowed to take – if not all than some part of his wealth to remind him of all he had. 

And to this end the angel returns and says, “God is gracious and loving and will grant you your request to bring some small part of your wealth.”

The man goes out and has suitcase filled with gold bars, places it beside his bed, and the following evening – with peace in his heart over the whole matter he is called to the gates of heaven.

St. Peter is waiting with the book of life, and he sees the man coming with his suitcase. 

“You cannot bring that in here!” St. Peter exclaims.

The wealthy man explains the arrangement and St. Peter checks the list again and sees the notes. 

“Ah, yes . .” says St. Peter, “I see here that one carry on baggage was allowed, but I must check its contents. 

And so the suitcase was opened, and Peter looked down on it with some puzzlement and a little disappointment, saying incredulously, “Of all the wealth he could of brought with him, and he brings a suitcase of paving stones?!!”


When we look at the great images of God’s kingdom, and wonder at the heaven before us, we read in scripture about gates of pearl, walls of Jasper and streets paved with pure gold. As beautiful as this appears in our minds we need to ask ourselves, is our goal in heaven the gates, the walls, or the road pavement? 

Where you are fixated, that is where your heart is.

Why do Christians do what they do in the world? Why do we as Christians help the poor? The needy? The widowed? The orphan?

Why do we teach, and preach, and mission & evangelize?

Why do we visit? Why do we pray? Why do we gather each week for worship? Why do we rejoice when we meet each other at work for Christ out in the world?

Why do we serve?

Do we do these things because God is going to reward us?

I have another story, this time of a man in a rowboat. I have heard it told about an old Scotsman [and that might be the original], but I have also heard it said about an l’ Newfoundlander, an ol’ Irishman, and an ol’ Cape Bretoner. In any case there was an old man in a rowboat.  

And he has on paddle of one of his oars in broad burnt-in letters the word, ‘faith’. On the other oars is emblazoned the word, ‘works’. 

As he pulled to the wharf one day one of the men on the pier asked him, “Why do your oars have different names?”

“A mate” said the old man, ”To remind me of how things work for God.” And so he pushed off from the dock and taking the oar marked ‘works’ he paddled and paddled, and went round and round in circles. He then stopped and did the same with the oar marked ‘faith’ with the same results in the other direction. But then he switched to a rhythm of using the two together, sometimes in concert sometimes to contrast, but together and then he was quickly at the wharf again. 

Everything in life is a gift from God - all we have, all we are - rich and poor alike - what we have is God’s gifts in our lives. But before we count our luck or blessings we must also remember that faith is also a gift from God. When faith and works are brought together, wealth and purpose meet and meaning and fulfillment is discovered.

We cannot work for the reward in heaven, even though God has promised to reward us for the good we do and the faith we share. All that we do is respond to God, for we have received from God the greatest blessing, the highest wealth, the greatest reward there could ever be; Christ, who worth was so great that he paid the cost for all of us that the gates of heaven might be opened for us, that the glory of God might shine from our lives. 

We work in response to what God gives us. God fills our lives with faith, offers us hope in the midst of trouble, tragedy and sadness, loves us even when we turn our back on Him and on each other. God forgives us, and in that forgiveness is the faith we need to believe, we can believe and even though the belief is imperfect it is counted to us as righteousness. 

There are a lot of people in the world who do what we would call good things, but we need to ask ‘why?’ they do what they do. Some people to good, even great and admirable things, but it is only for themselves or towards some prize that no value beyond the recognition of a peer group. Some people do good for the good feeling they get from helping and serving. 

Christians, we have a different view on things, have a different altruizsm about what we do and why we do it. We don’t give, and serve, and love because it earns us anything; we share and hope and believe as our way of honouring all we have been given. If we are wealthy, then we have been given that much more to do, that much more service to offer. If we are weak or poor, than perhaps the call on our lives is to have the humility to be served. Be we rich or poor, in strength or weakness, we live to honour God, in word, work and faith. To God be the glory. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

The Rexton food bank is in need of lunch and snack items for children:

Juice boxes, healthy snacks for during school and after, and anything that might go into a child’s lunch box is in need presently. 

Items can be dropped off at the food bank in Rexton.

When you are in Bass River, you can share the news that Edna MacDonald has died. She was a Campbell from there and you would have seen her in the Nursing Home. Further details will be in the paper.

Programs & Activities Bible Studies will be starting throughout the pastoral charge, with one in Beersville hosted Audrey Glencorss’ Wednesdays through November  7pm; Jessie Kelly will be hosting one on the psalms in January.. 

Alpha – Hosted each Sunday evening {7pm} downstairs at Fillmore Trucking, Clairville; exploring the meaning of our faith: looking at the Bible, the Church and the world.  Starting October 27th 

Visiting Course – Hosted at the Rexton Lions Nursing home, will begin Tuesday, November 5th 12th 19th 26th  developing pastoral visiting in the church, as we care for each other, the sick and others in need. 

Movember – alexandersutherlandrev mobro.co

Bible School – Running weekly on ______at______. 

Poutine râpée  – in support of St. Paul’s Church (St. Paul) orders must be made in advance to Rosa 785-4505 or Evenesse (955-3644) and can be picked up on Nov. 23rd. Only available by pre-order made no less than one week in advance.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn BoP 480 Who is on the Lord’s side

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  28  We celebrate the gifts we share
We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 17-22, Psalm 84, James 1:16-27, Luke 18:9-14
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TricK or Freat or theses!




Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Vance & Roberta, Savannah, Madalyne, Percy, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Janet & St. James in Port Elgin, Patricia and her family, Martin, Owen, Freeman, Denis, Gary, 
Mission Moment  Training Teachers in Afghanistan Presbyterian World Service & Development has been working in Afghanistan for five years to raise awareness about the importance of girls’ education. We have seen the positive impact—a total of 5,400 girls have enrolled since the project began. PWS&D is also taking steps to improve the quality of education children receive. Through a series of trainings, teachers are learning how to make the classroom one that is welcoming for students, where education is interactive and student participation matters. “Since we started using these methods within our classes, it seems that the students are really motivated and coming to school with lots of passion,” says Nasreen, a teacher at the Bibi Maryam School.

