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November 9th 2014 – Pentecost – Remembrance Sunday 

ORDER OF SERVICE

The Act of Remembrance – O Canada & God Save the Queen

Everlasting peace; that is the goal of our faith. We are called to seek peace in this life as we look forward to its perfection in the life we approach in Christ’s perfection. The cost of that journey is often great, and so much of it is unseen, and too often taken for granted. 

When we stand for our nation, or when we make a stand within our nation, we honour all who have searched for God’s peace through times of calm and rest and through the dark trenches of war, of conflict and of sorrow. 

The Lord sets his mercy upon his faithful servants


Yet we servants tremble at the Lord’s demands


God calls through the ages telling us to show our faith.


Yet, faith comes at a cost to us, for our world is corrupted by sin, and we cling to our lives while we can have them.


To know peace, we must face its enemy, and set to rest all that bar God’s people from knowing peace and truth.

Let us pray: O Lord, You have placed a special crest of honour upon all who would give all for neighbour, friend and even stranger and we do not forget your words: “That no man has greater love than this, to lay down his life for his friends.” We call them brothers and sisters, you name them sons and daughters through Christ your Son, your Lord.

O God, help us to remember, the sacrifices being made on our behalf, and for the sake of peace in our land and in this world. Lord, help us to find meaning in the calm that comes after war, and the still the coarse anger that feeds new conflicts.

And Lord, we give thanks for every life laid down for our safety, and we honour those who would serve a stranger as a friend, and know that you created all the world, and throughout all this world we are called to care for the neighbours you have given us, the least of these in every land on this globe.


We stand in hope that we might serve you O Lord, and that we will  honour and remember all who have offered their service to the Lord with their strength, their weakness, their very lives. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Words of Remembrance

We remember and honour those who give their lives in the service of freedom. We remember those who have honoured this nation with their blood, with their suffering, with the immense cost of their lives; today we honour them. 

We remember all who have given of themselves in service in the theatres of war and conflicts that this nation has committed itself in; remembering service men and women of the First World war, the Second world war, the Korean conflict, Peace Keepers who have served in many volatile national and international struggles. We remember the work and sacrifices of this generation in Afghanistan, and those who even today are working, struggling, serving and perhaps dying in the war against ISIS/ISIL in the middle east. May what they have given never be forgotten.
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They do not grow old, as we that are left grow old. The sun does not rise or set for them, but they are assured of your victory because of their faith. Yet at the rising and the setting of the sun, we shall remember them.

Last Post & Reveilles 


Moment Silence

                                            596/833 O Canada




     597/834 God save the Queen

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 814 When morning gilds the skies
   BoP 550

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 70 [Pew Bible] 

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance.
1    Make haste, O God, to deliver me; make haste to help me, O LORD.
2    Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul: let them be turned backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt.
3    Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame that say, Aha, aha.
4    Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: and let such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be magnified.
5    But I am poor and needy: make haste unto me, O God: thou art my help and my deliverer; O LORD, make no tarrying.
 KJV

1    Hasten, O God, to save me;
    O LORD, come quickly to help me.
2    May those who seek my life be put to shame and confusion;
    may all who desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace.
3    May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” turn back because of their shame.
4    But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
    may those who love your salvation always say, “Let God be exalted!”
5    Yet I am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O God.
    You are my help and my deliverer; O LORD, do not delay.

NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 96 God will take care of you

Scripture Readings: OT – Joshua 24:14-25

14Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD.
15And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

16And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods; 17For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed: 18And the LORD drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God. 

19And Joshua said unto the people, “Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 20If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.” 

21And the people said unto Joshua, “Nay; but we will serve the LORD.”

 22And Joshua said unto the people, “Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. 

And they said, “We are witnesses.”

 23“Now therefore put away”, said he, “the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel.”

 24And the people said unto Joshua, “The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.”

 25So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.
 KJV

14“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.”
19Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”
21But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.”
22Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.
23“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.”
24And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.”
25On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he drew up for them decrees and laws. 
 NIV
Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
KJV

13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 461 Be Thou my vision
BoP 458

Gospel – Matthew 25:1-13

1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

2And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

3They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

5While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said unto the wise, “Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.” 

9But the wise answered, saying, “Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.”

 10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 

11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us.”

 12But he answered and said, “Verily I say unto you, I know you not.”

 13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
KJV

1“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
6“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
7“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
9“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
10“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
11“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’
12“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
13“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
NIV

Sermon: Peace in a promise
An elderly man’s daughter continued to buy him his lotto ticket week by week, and she always made sure he knew when he won and they rejoiced in the winnings together. She was a good honest daughter, and never kept anything from him. However, one week it was no small prize, but the full jackpot, and the daughter was concerned that if he learned he’d won the shock might kill him. She had also made a promise that above all she would keep her father safe and healthy. 


So, fearing the old man might just pass right out on the spot with the news of the win, the local reverend - who was good and gentle at delivering both good news and bad - was asked to help share the news with the old man. He sat beside the elderly gentleman, carefully looked him in the eye. Then he said, “What would say, old friend, if you were about to be handed a million dollars?”


The old man, looked back at the pastor, “As a man of my word Reverend, I would hand no less than half right back over to the church.”


The minister passed out flat on the floor.


Promises can be powerful things.

After years of marriage many couples like to renew their vows. It can be wonderful remembering of their wedding day, and a chance to perhaps share some words and promises that come from not only hope, but experience and long-suffering love. Wherever people come together, whether for marriage, or for community, as a church or in a place of work or learning, the setting for conflict is set. For some people it seems that the only thing needed for conflict is to be with earshot or eyesight of each other. 


That is why, in forming culture and civilization, we have developed the custom of the making of any and all of these bodies; family, church, community, state. The vows, the promises, the laws the contracts and covenants we make so that while we may not agree we will have peace. We promise peace, and show this through many important signs of peace. They stand like statues to remind us, should the thought of conflict, argument arise just how important peace is to discovering truth. In marriage, just as with the rest of our fellowship in the world, it is not that there is never disagreement, but even while we disagree it is never about one person being right or wrong, but in the promise of peace discovering and celebrating truth becomes our goal and purpose. True peace does not come when we say we will not fight anymore, but peace comes when together we discover and celebrate the truth we were fighting about.


Even as God’s people entered into the land of God’s promise, they needed to learn that the promise God was making was not about land, but about the truth of His love.  The land was the vow, not the promise, and the people promised to turn away from idols and distractions and know only God, and follow God’s law, and listen to God’s prophets. 


In our reading from Joshua, the first of the ten commandments is mentioned again and again as God’s people come into the promised land: “You shall have no other gods before God.” 


The people respond to Joshua’s reminder, and they assure him that they will be true to God.


And then Joshua does a very important, very legal, very powerful thing. Joshua says, “You are witnesses to your words.” This is not a case, as in our courts, where you might hear it said, ‘As God as my witness.” This is not a case where God will testify against the people, and the people against God if the covenant is broken, but we are witnesses to our own promises. 


In marriage, in being a nation, we do not need to hold each other accountable as much as we need to hold ourselves accountable for the promises we make and the promises we break. 


God’s people did end up breaking faith. The people began to be believe more in the promise of God than in God. The popular hymn, ‘Standing on the promises of God’ can be a real problem if you stand on the promises of wealth, of health, of family & friends, or even on the promise of land and a place to live. 


A marriage is not the vows we make, but the life we live between the vows, within the vows, embraced by the promises that symbolizes our love.


In our Gospel reading today we shared in listening to a parable; that great teaching tool that Jesus used so often. And this parable is about a group of ten women, notably ten virgins who are meant to be the gate-wardens and honour guard for the bridegroom. 


They have made a promise, to be awake and keep the lamps lit. Yet we are told that some are foolish, and those fools do not keep their lamps lit for the bridegroom; no they light them for themselves and burn them high and bright, so they burn out too quickly.  A life of faith lived for yourself, and for how you will be seen by others in the end is no life of faith at all. We must accept and honour the sacrifice that Christ has made on our behalf and do this by living out our faith in Christ with the promise that we will always seek to do what serves God most of all, not ourselves. We are waiting for Christ, we are attentive to His coming and His presence in our lives. 

Life is filled with promises, and as much as we desire for others to keep their word and their promises to us, we also need to be so honourable that no one will doubt our faithfulness. As people come to know us as keepers of promises, they also will come to know that the source of that quality of goodness and honesty is centered on God. There at the foundation of the peace in our lives is a peace and understanding that comes from God, who though we were sinners, made a promise, so that in Christ we might have everlasting joy, and offer each other love and peace without and, as we draw together to that great wedding feast when all the promises will be made anew and fulfilled at last.  In Christ we rejoice, and in Christ we have our peace. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Remembrance Day Rev. Sutherland will be offering the reflection at the Remembrance day service in Harcourt at the Legion this year.

A Living Nativity –Planning group meets this Wednesday, Nov 12th 6pm, at Bonnielm. This year’s Living Nativity will be presented Dec. 7th @ 6:30 - 8pm at the Morton’s Farm [Bonnielm Farms 2949 Ford Bank] 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study A nativity Bible study will be hosted in Harcourt at the home of Dave & Shelley Cail 10am. Starting November 16th and then for the rest of the month. 

Card making Class – Get a start on your Christmas cards and give them that personal touch. Bev Dunn will be hosting a card making classes Thursday mornings 9:30am 11:30am through the month of November 6$ for materials all provided 785-4426; Route 465, Beersville

November Craft Sale – There will be a Craft & Bake sale at St Mark’s Hall on Saturday November 22nd starting at 11am.

Poutine Rapėe – Available through Ste. Paul’s Catholic Church, St. Paul’s contact Rosa 785-  by the 27th of Nov. for orders 

PARTY! – The Rexton Lion Nursing home will be hosting their annual residents Christmas party on December 7th 1pm, all are invited 

Christmas Coral Concert – The Rexton Community Choir will be putting on a Christmas concert December 13th as an evening gala, tickets $10, proceeds to support the St. Andrew’s restoration project.

Community Food Bank – Well, harvest has come, but do you know who has an empty plate? Make your table a little bigger. Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 330 O God our help in ages past
BoP 87
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share 

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thess. 5:1-11; Matt. 25:14-30

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, Edna, Althea, Susie, Charlie, Tara & Marc and little Jaxson, Janet &  St. James’, Port Elgin
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Mission Moments  New Beginnings for Refugees PWS&D refugee ministry is a response to Christ’s call to serve and defend the vulnerable and persecuted. This year, Grace Presbyterian Church in Calgary, Alberta, responded to this call, welcoming a refugee family from Eritrea into their congregation. “It’s been a new experience leading a refugee sponsorship and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. [The day the family arrived] was the one of the most memorable days of my entire ministry—and I am marking the 24th anniversary of my ordination,” says Rev. Leslie Walker. “I am so proud of the PCC for continuing to sponsor refugees, even in these challenging times.” In 2013, Presbyterians were able to help resettle 28 refugees arriving to build new lives in Canada. Thank you!
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