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November 23rd 2014 – Pentecost – Christ the King Sunday 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship – A&D 8 Give Thanks 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 410 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee
   BoP 237

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 100 [Pew Bible] 

1    Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.
2    Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing.
3    Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4    Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
5    For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.
KJV

1    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
2    Worship the LORD with gladness;
    come before him with joyful songs.
3    Know that the LORD is God.
    It is he who made us, and we are his;
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4    Enter his gates with thanksgiving
    and his courts with praise;
    give thanks to him and praise his name.
5    For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
    his faithfulness continues through all generations.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 344 The wise may bring their learning   

      

          BoP 468

Scripture Readings: OT – Ezekiel 34:11-24

 11For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 13And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 15I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD. 16I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.
17And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he goats. 18Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet? 19And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet. 20Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle. 21Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad; 22Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between cattle and cattle. 23And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 24And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among them; I the LORD have spoken it. 
KJV

11“‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. 16I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.
17“‘As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge between one sheep and another, and between rams and goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? 19Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and drink what you have muddied with your feet?
20“‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, 22I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and another. 23I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken.
NIV

Epistle – Ephesians 1:15-23

15Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
KJV

15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit£ of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 382 Spirit of God descend upon my heart
BoP 258

       

Gospel – Matthew 25:31-46

31When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 

32And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

34Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 

 37Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, “Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?”

 40And the King shall answer and say unto them, “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

41Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.”

 44Then shall they also answer him, saying, “Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?”

 45Then shall he answer them, saying, “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.”

 46And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
KJV

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’
41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
44“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
45“He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
46“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
NIV

Sermon: Regarding Royalty

Understanding Jesus as Lord and to call Christ ‘KING!’ needs to be in the context of our understanding.

A Sunday School teacher, said to her children, 'We have been learning about how powerful the kings and queens from the Bible times, but there is a higher power.  Who can tell me what it is?' 
George, whose Daddy won the at poker the night before, blurted out, 'I know, Aces.' 


The idea of royalty is more a novelty it seems. Our royalty is less something that is imposed on us – in one sense – and something we choose. We have our celebrities, and we have political leaders, we even might have people in our own families who exercise a certain sway and control over the rest of the family, but the feeling of ‘lordship’ does not exist in too many places these days.


That said, certain business leaders, company owners, bankers, CEOs do seem to be this day and age’s version of Lords and Ladies, and I get a sense of that every time I catch an episode of Dragon’s Den [which gives you sense of what kid of lords and ladies they appear to be]. But in the end, that kind of Lord ship is the type that the Jesus flatly rejects saying “You cannot serve both God and Money [Matt 5:24]”, and that is all a banker’s lordship comes down to; they are lords only so long as the money holds out.


‘Jesus is Lord’ [Rom. 10:9] is the oldest confession of the Church. While the testimony of the good news in Jesus Christ was spreading the understanding that Jesus is not simply the ‘Son of God’ [some title imposed on a prophet or leader], but that Jesus was Lord of all by the sovereign and divine purpose and plan of God grew in the life of the Church. Jesus was not just a preacher, Jesus shown in His resurrection was the very and begotten [not made] Son of God, and w whole new understanding of God’s Lordship, God power and rule, entered into humanity. 


God is not like other kings who sits on a throne and rules and dictates from a far place from where His people are, but God begets himself to be with his people and as one with his people does not leave them – does not leave us – in a place of slavery and servitude under the burden of sin, but we are made free at God’s cost so that we can more than we were on our own. 


We ask the children, ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?”, well can ask ourselves that sometimes too, but our desire to be one of these careers, on of these personalities also shows us a lot about who and what is Lord in our life. Think about that? What you want to be, what you want to do with your life, your hopes and dreams all come from who and what you call lord.

One day a young man - who only got out to church about once a year - was coming out after a church service where the preacher spoke about the church as an army of faith. The preacher was shaking hands and greeted the young man saying: "You need to join the army of the Lord!"
The young man replied, "I'm already in the army of the Lord, Pastor."
The preacher raised an eyebrow and asked, "How come I don't see you except once or twice a year?"
The young man whispered back, "Shh, I'm in the secret service.”


While that is amusing in a way, that is the reality of many today who say they are Christians but they will not darken the door of a church building or become involved in church programs or even say to anyone – and I am not talking about preaching out in the street or going door to door – but they will not even talk about their life of faith with their own families. I missed the memo when we asked to act like some secret organization. The secret is out, “Jesus is Lord”, “Jesus is my Lord.” “Jesus is your Lord” Jesus is Lord of all.


And if you are going to understand yourself and see yourself properly then you really need to not only hear this but receive this. Proclaiming Jesus as the Son of God, calling Him ‘Lord’ does not just change the way you see and know God, but it is God’s perfect and amazing plan that it should change you too. 


“Behold what manner of love the Father has given unto us,” [1 John 3], “that we should be called the sons of God.”


Did it take the temptation in the desert by Satan to convince you that Jesus is Lord? Did it take the sermons and the stories? The parables that show so clearly God’s plan in our lives? Did it take the miracles that show God’s power over all things, so that in God’s love nothing is impossible? Did it take the persecution and the ridicule spit out against Jesus by those who were meant tot show the love of God to make you see? Did it take the cross and the death to sin it always marks in our own lives for you to know? Was it the miracle of the resurrection to show that even death has no power next to God? Or perhaps, stepping back, it was the angel-proclaimed birth so long before that told you that Jesus is Lord.


I hope that you do know that Jesus is Lord, and that you have received that as the great truth in your life, because just as you call Jesus Lord I want you to hear what he calls you, and I want you to share what he calls you, and I want you ti live what he calls you.


John 15:15 – Jesus says: “ I no longer call you slaves, but I call you friends and I have told you everything about God the father that can be told.” Jesus our Lord calls us friends! But God ‘s love is endless and our story in God does not end here . . .


Matthew 12:46-50 - 46While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. 47Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.”
48He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”

And I this light the Apostle Paul says: [Romans 8:17] when speaking of the Spirit of Christ we are told that “17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”


Calling Jesus Lord, does not end, but in Christ because of Christ, through Christ we are made lords and ladies. Tell that to the children next time they ask why they need to get dressed up for church.


Do we act like the Lord and Ladies that God makes us to be. Salvation in Christ is not just for us to feel better, or for us to not to feel guilty, but for us to be the better people God made us to be. The whole idea of nobility was that people thought of themselves as not only better than others, but as the kind of people that other people should want o be. Is that the way we feel about our Christian faith?


Don’t you want others to believe so they can know this about themselves? You are the meant to be the nobility of God’s kingdom.  

A little darling girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bible bedtime story. 

From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek. She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. Finally she spoke up, 'Grandpa, did God make you?' 

'Yes, darling,' he answered, 'God made me a long time ago.' 

'Oh,' the little darling girl paused, 'Grandpa, did God make me too?' 

'Yes, indeed, my dearest,' he said, 'God made you just a little while ago.' 

Feeling their respective faces again, the little granddaughter observed, 

'God's getting better at it, isn't he?'


I want you to offer that perspective to those who are coming after you in the faith. I want you to be the encouragement that passes on something more than title and land, butt the belief in God that we are called to lead all people to Christ, in Christ to the glory of God. 


The Lordship of Christ is about loving service. It is about seeing the nobility and the right to dignity and joy in life for all people. When we see this in each other we rediscover our relationship with God and that is why Jesus says in our Gospel reading today, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”


Who are the least of these in the kingdom of kings, where Christ reigns Lord of all? If it is not you, then it is the one you are called to reach out to and offer God’s love. To God’s glory and praise. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Edna, Althea, Susie, Charlie, Sarah, Tara & Marc and little Jaxson, Janet &  St. James’, Port Elgin
Announcements:

Presbytery – The Presbytery of New Brunswick meets this coming Wednesday in Sackville NB, among items to be discussed will be the closure of Port Elgin.
 A Living Nativity – “Bethlehem” [Bonnielm Farms 2949 Ford Bank] The Living Nativity will be presented Dec. 7th @ 6:30 - 8pm at the Morton’s Farm 

Bible Study A nativity Bible study will be hosted in Harcourt at the home of Dave & Shelley Cail 10am. Starting November 16th  over the next three weeks.

Carol Sing & Fellowship – We are invited to a Carol Sing at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Moncton 6:30pm with a time of fellowship to follow.

Santa’s Helpers – decorations are available today , are due by 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Card making Class – Get a start on your Christmas cards and give them that personal touch. Bev Dunn will be hosting a card making classes Thursday mornings 9:30am 11:30am through the month of november 6$ for materials all provided 785-4426; Route 465, Beersville

November Craft Sale – Thank you everyone who came out in support of the bake & craft sale and luncheon yesterday at St. Mark’s Hall.

Poutine Rapėe – Available through Ste. Paul’s Catholic Church, St. Paul’s contact Rosa 785-  Evanesseby the 27th of Nov. for orders 

PARTY! – The Rexton Lion Nursing home will be hosting their annual residents Christmas party on December 7th 1pm, all are invited 

Christmas Coral Concert – Richibucto River Community Choirwill be putting on a Christmas concert December 13th as an evening event, tickets $10, proceeds to support the St. Andrew’s restoration project.

Community Food Bank – Well, harvest has come, but do you know who has an empty plate? Make your table a little bigger. Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 359 The great Physician now is near
BoP 373
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 28 We celebrate the gifts we share
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80; 1 Cor. 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 Communion
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

We step into the season of advent wit the anticipation that God has much to do with, so also we must be doing much in God
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Mission Moments  November 23: One Year After Typhoon Haiyan “Haiyan destroyed our house and my boat. We were left with nothing,” says Padilla, a fisherman from Embarcadero. “When we heard the warning, my wife and children evacuated to the village school. I stayed to guard the house and boat. But later my brother came to tell me that I should also evacuate.” This warning saved his life. On November 8, 2013, fierce winds and high waves hit the Philippines, affecting nearly 14 million people. One year later, work to rebuild and construct more typhoon resistant homes and recover lost livelihoods goes on. PWS&D also responded through the ACT Alliance, providing 115,000 people with food in the aftermath of the typhoon. 
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