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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 20

October 14th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: A focus on prayer and scripture for this fall. The group wishes to develop the basis for a new prayer chain. New ideas are VERY welcome!!

 Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in October and perhaps some planning for the Christmas season too}

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Fall Gospel Hymn Sing – ?? Will be on October 28th at Grangeville Baptist
Thanks – to the impromptu Fall Clean-Up crew at Zion Presbyterian this past week. It is nice to have things tidied up and ready for all the season may bring.

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 
Call to Worship  {NBoP 27} As the deer pants for the water
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 290 Immortal Invisible, God only wise

BoP 70
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 90 [BoP 647] 

1    Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
2    Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.
3    Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men.
4    For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.
5    Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up.
6    In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.
7    For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled.
8    Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.
9    For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told.
10    The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
11    Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.
12    So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
13    Return, O LORD, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants.
14    O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
15    Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil.
16    Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.
17    And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 441 Can a little child like me

     BoP 566

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Job 23:1-9 (10)

1Then Job answered and said, 2Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning. 3Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat! 4I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. 5I would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he would say unto me. 6Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength in me. 7There the righteous might dispute with him; so should I be delivered for ever from my judge.
8Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 9On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him: 10But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. (KJV)
1Then Job replied:
2    “Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy in spite of my groaning.
3    If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling!
4    I would state my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments.
5    I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what he would say.
6    Would he oppose me with great power? No, he would not press charges against me.
7    There an upright man could present his case before him, and I would be delivered forever from my judge.
8    “But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him.
9    When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him.
10    But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. (NIV)
       Epistle – Hebrews 4:12-16

12For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 14Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV)
12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,£ Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (NIV)
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 807 We plough the fields and scatter

     
     BoP 563

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 10:17-31

17And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 19Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 20And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 21Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 23And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 24And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 27And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 28Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 29And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 30But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 31But many that are first shall be last; and the last first.
KJV

17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’£”
20“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is£ to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”
27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
28Peter said to him, “We have left everything to follow you!”
29“I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
NIV
Sermon: Impossibly Good

Just as we were taught, so we pass the lessons on; we want our children to be good. And wanting our children to be good, we teach them the bible stories we learned as children, we share the songs with them, and somewhere in the midst of it all we plant the seed of faith in them, just like it was planted in us. 


But, and I am sure any of you can give this example, it takes more than reading the bible to be good. It takes more then know good ol’ gospel tunes or even older old style church hymns and Christmas carols, to turn out all right. Even kids who went to Sunday school every week as children can turn out pretty rotten. And those brats who never showed up for church - even on holidays - can turn around and be the most faithful people ever. That line of gold stars for Sunday School attendance simple gives us a better chance for turning out the way our parents hoped we would.


Just when we think we have a rule about what it means to ‘be good’, it just seems as though God decides to change all the rules. Perhaps, like the young man in today’s gospel reading, you know your bible; then you know the expectations of being good, and doing good, and looking ‘good’.


But what if following what the bible verses and the church hymns and the sermon lessons, what if doing all those things was not enough to be good. What if there was something more than just doing what was expected that made you ‘good’.


The young man, who spoke to Jesus, had followed all the rules; he had followed them and it seemed he was enjoying the rewards of his good behaviour. He was wealthy. And according to the culture of the Jews at that time, part of the reason for the young man’s goodness was recognizable through his wealth and influence. Simply said, it was believed by the Jews, that if you were a good person God would reward you with wealth.


Now before we point the finger and say how short-sighted that view is; let’s us do a little self-examination of our own beliefs and practices. 


Our denomination has the habit of celebrating congregations that can make large contributions to world mission projects, undergo extensive renovations, and influence the community and regional government through the financial and political clout of its members. It’s less so now, less a prominent view, but it is still there. And included in this is the understanding that God is rewarding the churches with large numbers, and great influence because they are a better church filled with better, truer Christians, then the small struggling congregation just down the road.


And for a little congregation like ours, here, and we look at churches with hundred-thousand-dollar mission budgets, and staff, and two or three paid clergy, and a physical facility with everything from full kitchens to gym facilities, and we can begin to feel a little inadequate. And we can begin to wonder how they came to be so much better than us. Are they really filled with better Christians? more faithful people? Or is there something more substantial going on here.


More to the point, when someone looks at our lives, with our mostly positive attitude, and our sunny outlook, and our ability to influence the world around us, and the kind of facility we sustain, and that you can afford a full time minister under a stipend, and then we encounter people who – because of all we have and can do feel that they are not good enough to be a part of this, because or what we’ve got, and how good we look, what do we say? 


When you meet someone who has the attitude, maybe a chip on their shoulders, and they say that they are not good enough to go to church, when you meet someone like that it is hard to know what to say. And it is a far more common point of view, not even an excuse, but a heartfelt feeling of not being worthy of the fellowship of the church. 


And if that is the case, we need to apologize to the world for letting that continue as the point of view on the church. To our own detriment, our own downfall, we have allowed and even encouraged people think that the church is full of good people, and not filled with sinners seeking grace. 


The Son of God, in his humanity, said, “No one is good—except God alone”. We are not a good church because we can do all the things we do, and we are not a bad church because of all the things we cannot do. Those are false measures. 


I believe that the reason Jesus challenged the young man to give up all he owned to come and follow Jesus is because all that the young man owned was really beginning to own him. He defined his goodness by his wealth, it was his identity. He used fiscal success as his measure for faith; which would be the same as saying that a successful outreach program is measured by the increase in church givings and the increase of our bank accounts. What if getting more people out to church meant that we had less money on hand, and that our church building would get worn out?


And what if, and this is the really hard pill to swallow, have THIS building, and having good finances, is what has kept our church from really being Christ’s Church?


We need to be a little more accepting of God’s goodness, and a little less prevalent to try and display our own. We need to celebrate God’s riches for us, over our own poor measures of wealth and success. We need to - as it says in Hebrews -  answer that call to come closer to God: “Drawn to the throne of grace”, not because we are inherently good, and not because we have some great measure of merit, but because we are drawn by God’s Holy word, by Scripture, by the Word of the Bible, and because of Christ, the Living Word of God made flesh, we are drawn close to God. 


Christians today need to be very careful about celebrating worldly measures of perfection. Wealth is better at separating and splitting, than bringing people together. Wealth is a seemingly warm companion that is icy-cold to the touch. 


Jesus knew this when the young man came to him, and Jesus saw how separated the young man was from the people around him, and from the people he had been given all those resources to help. When we pile the world of resources to ourselves we lose our connection to the rest of humanity, and in so doing lose sight of our true human goodness; and our ability to be good.


And in that light, perhaps it is time for the Christian Church to look at itself a lot more closely and see just how far it has drifted apart. We – in our western self-righteousness – have sent missionaries to all corners of the world, trying to lift people from the conditions of poverty, to make them more like us, to speak our language, to build our kind of buildings, eat our kinds of food, desire western educations, and acquire a developed world view on the gaining of wealth and the measure of goodness; and only now are we realizing how wrong this action truly was.


Our missionaries, our best missionaries, came back to us telling us just how poor we need to get, how much we need to sell in order to truly share with those in need. They came back showing the love of God moving through communities without proper roofs, water or clothing; to remind us just how universal and powerful and transcendent God is.  


We lose sight of that when we put up our austere, and we flutter about in our finery. 


When the iconic biblical figure Job was stripped of all those things he was made to confront the truth of his faith, and his limitations. And faced with those limitations, he declared that God would show him how his limitations were really his strengths, and those things that made him seem strong to be the fodder for his downfall.


Perfection is God’s, and God alone designates good and bad. It is as we approach God’s throne of grace that we are able to discern this, and measure how good we really are. If, stripped of building, banks, and laid bear to the world, what would people say of our faith? What we would we hold fast to in our poor estate? 


Jesus was impossibly good, but he is not measured in earthly wealth, nor in the gold of the buildings where his coming is celebrated. Jesus is perfectly good, and that goodness is not bound only to him, but is spread and shared by all on whom his love dwells. Our good teacher is good, not because we say he is good, but because God is good. 


So we come to this table, not because we are good, but because God is greater than any goodness we can measure. In love for Christ, in faith in God, and by the grace of the Holy Spirit dwelling with us and drawing us together, let us draw close, and taster and see that the Lord is good.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper

 Today we recognize our life and faith, together, with the whole of the Church:

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. 

He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. 

Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

And Christ Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, and told us to do as he did; to do these things in living memory of all He has done, and all he promises to do. 

So we speak, we serve, we give and receive; seeking understanding and our purpose in God.

The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Even though it takes place of the shadow of the cross, we celebrate in the light of the resurrection.

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

He says,

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [BoP 619; ref NBoP 539]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.

Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that in Jesus we must finally see that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. 

Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 425 We praise Thee, O God

 

     BoP 571

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] ‘Midst prayers of thanks

 (to the tune of Before the throne)

Midst prayers of thanks our praises ring,

Before the world we gladly sing,

For we are saved by giving hands

Of Christ who died that we might stand.

Our great thanksgiving is our lives

In daily service lifted high

Souls in devotion testify

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We thank you Lord, you paid the price
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments CHAPLAINCY: Growing together

[image: image2.jpg]The Back Pew - Jeff Larsow

Psalms 38t For the cold & flu season

http://thebackpew.com



Mission on a university campus can sprout up in new and varied ways each year. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the University of Toronto’s Ecumenical Chaplaincy. The chaplaincy runs an Ecology and Spirituality Group which, among other things, is exploring the link between faith and the environment through gardening. The group’s vegetable garden has become a medium for deepening interfaith relationships, creation-centred spirituality, learning about food security and community service. The experience of gardening can be awe-inspiring for some students who have never before put seeds into the earth, tended plants or felt the joy of harvest.
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