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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 21 – Bible Sunday

October 21st 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study –Tuesdays through September to November  10 to 11:30 at The Manse in Beersville. New ideas VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Bible School in Clairville – Will start up Wednesdays this coming fall.

Fall Gospel Hymn Sing – ?? Will be on October 28th at Grangeville Baptist
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Would you like to order/arrange special bulletins in honour or memory of someone, or ona a special occassion?  

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship  songs 136 Jesus I come [vs.1&4]

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 47 O praise the Lord for He is good

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 91 [BoP 648] 

Children’s story – Vera’s valuables

Children’s Hymn: BoP 242 This is my Father’s world
Scripture Readings: 

            OT – Job 38:1-7

1Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:
2    “Who is this that darkens my counsel
    with words without knowledge?
3    Brace yourself like a man;
    I will question you,
    and you shall answer me.
4    “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?
    Tell me, if you understand.
5    Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!
    Who stretched a measuring line across it?
6    On what were its footings set,
    or who laid its cornerstone—
7    while the morning stars sang together
    and all the angels shouted for joy?

       Epistle – Hebrews 5:1-10

1Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people.
4No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was. 5So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him,
    “You are my Son;
    today I have become your Father.” 

6And he says in another place,
    “You are a priest forever,
    in the order of Melchizedek.” 

7During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 10:35-45

35Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
38“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”
39“We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
41When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Sermon: Call and Choice
We can chose, and we name that choice freedom. Day to day we use that freedom, we celebrate that freedom, and we take that freedom to chose for granted. But freedom of choice is not the only freedom we encounter. 


Through wars, through political movements, by the means of philosophy, and critical analysis by the fields of anthropology and sociology, and even psychology, our understanding of what ‘human freedom’ is has grown to encompass a pretty broad scope of human interaction across most of the world’s cultures. 


Religion, which was once thought as a contributor to human freedom, is now viewed skeptically as a hurdle to true freedom. Christianity is labeled by much of the world as a gateway to western values of the developed world, and critically as the lapdog religion of industrial development and institutionally as a supporter of dogmatic elitism and partisan politics; simply, that the Christian religion is used to pacify people, while a few get all the power and resources.


Jesus addressed this, when that attitude arose among his disciples. When a couple of his disciples wanted all the power and influence in the kingdom that Jesus was bringing, Jesus saw into their hearts and saw that what James and John desired was the power and influence they saw that the priests and scribes had, that the Roman governors and even Caesar had. 


So Jesus said: “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them; Not so with you.”


Freedom, does not equal power and control, at least not the kind of power and control that our society exercises. In the exercising of our ‘freedom’ we have reigned in the world’s resources and put them on our dinner plates, in the engines of our cars, and filled our banks with them and we call it freedom. Our society not only lays extra burdens on the poor, but on our friends and neighbours, and upon future generations, all for our own short term benefit, and we call this freedom.


What we are discovering is that the choices that we make without love today, become the burdens that limit our choices tomorrow. What we have for freedom, what we call freedom, what politicians and leaders of industry convince us is freedom ends up being a vast prison for us all.


Because like those ‘Brothers of Thunder’, James and John, we like to put our trust in positions; even to the point of putting people in positions over us, and we call it freedom. We elect people into positions, and chose them for our leadership; but when we do this without looking and recognizing what they are led by, our freedom becomes curtailed by the lordships that our politicians recognize. For example: Our politicians recognize their political party, the desires of industry, and perhaps the ideology of the secular academy, before they recognize your vote. They have already given themselves over to these other things as their ‘lords’, and not in some elusive way, but openly and perhaps proudly. This is not true freedom. Our society does not have true freedom.


And as we look around the globe in our search for the perfect example of freedom, there is a voice calling to us to remember the games and lessons of our youth. When was it that you felt the most free.


There are two distinct ways of looking at the ordering and governing of our lives. The one – which I have just described – is the exercising of our ability to use our own will and our own judgment. The second is to listen for the direction of another and to do what we are called upon to do. One asserts our own will, and the other upholds another will over our own; and we have sought our own will over the will of others, and we have called this good.


And our problem is that we struggle to know what is good. James and John though they had it all figured out. Power and influence, to sit at either side of Jesus, to wield part of God’s awesome power, that had to be the right choice; but might is not always right, and what we think is God can be a misjudged on our part. 


So, Jesus turns that presumption on its head; saying: “Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.”


Think about human history, who is regarded as the great leaders in our world? One of the reasons that Queen Elizabeth is viewed with such distinction is her tireless efforts on behalf of others. Yes, she is wealthy, and potentially very powerful, but her greatness is known not in how she uses her influence for herself, but in how she uses it for the sake of others. 


But those who inflict their influence on others, and who are guided only by the increase of power for themselves and those who share like opinions, they are regarded by history as tyrants and become examples of the worst aspects of human nature.


But, if we are not careful, we can find ourselves mimicking them in our own lives, even in our own faith. So we need to ask ourselves, is our faith in Jesus Christ a response to our love for God, or a desire for the rewards of heaven. If we are faithful to Jesus because we want the ‘mansion, up over the hilltop’, or want gold-paved streets, or a white robe, or the company of our friends and family who have died and perhaps gone to be with Christ, then our god is not God, but our god is these other things. And we can choose all these other things, but by doing so, we deny Christ.


Christ Jesus gave up the mansions of heaven, gave up even the glory of God’s presence, and humbled himself to be a servant of all, even if that meant the cross. Can you give up your visions of greatness in order to serve Christ?


The calling in Christ is not to be powerful in ourselves, or wield power over each other in order to influence each other, and manipulate each other’s lives. Our position in heaven is not going to resemble our positions of power and influence here on this mortal plain. 


Christ told his disciples to ‘be slaves of all’. And reflecting back, we discover that is what the whole bible tells us is supposed to be our life of ministry for each other. We are called to pray for each other; to lift the concerns of others before God in prayer. God calls us into each other’s lives to be the answer for those same prayers. Just as Christ comes into our lives to guide and help us – by the power of the Holy Spirit – so we are called to serve each other, to uphold one another in love. 


Called” called by name, through the spiritual gifts we have been given, by the working of God’s Holy Spirit upon us, we are called. We can chose to hear or ignore, we can accept the honour of God’s choice of us, or ignore the calling on our lives; but for how long . . .


I ask you . . . do you listen and do you hear the voice of God calling out to you? Do you see the choice that has been given in the service you can offer in Christ? Will you take up your cross? Christ has called you by name, honoured you with the freedom to choose a service of love, a sacrifice of praise, and to share in the salvation of the souls of the people around you?


What’s your calling, and what’s is your choice?

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 72 All creatures of our God and King
Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] ‘Midst prayers of thanks
‘Midst prayers of thanks 

(to the tune of Before the throne)

Midst prayers of thanks our praises ring,

Before the world we gladly sing,

For we are saved by giving hands

Of Christ who died that we might stand.

Our great thanksgiving is our lives

In daily service lifted high

Souls in devotion testify

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.
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Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: CENTRAL ASIA: Training leaders

Linda and her husband Sam work in Central Asia helping to grow the church in this primarily Muslim region. Linda offers a Christian counseling course to church leaders, which allows people to develop basic counseling skills – how to listen effectively and ask questions in a way that will lead to healing and restoration. This work has multiple benefits, as those trained can offer assistance to others, but also learn about themselves and grow in faith. Presbyterians Sharing provides assistance to Sam and Linda as they build-up the Christian community and commit themselves to serving those around them.
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