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October 26th 2014 – Pentecost 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  A&D 5 Blest are they 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Morning has broken
   BoP 550

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 1 [Pew Bible]

1    Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
2    But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
3    And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
4    The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
5    Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
6    For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.
KJV

1    Blessed is the man
    who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
    or stand in the way of sinners
    or sit in the seat of mockers.
2    But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
    and on his law he meditates day and night.
3    He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
    and whose leaf does not wither.
    Whatever he does prospers.
4    Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
5    Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6    For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a redeemer
Scripture Readings: OT – Deuteronomy 34:1-12

1And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, 2And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, 3And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. 4And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.
5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 6And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. 7And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 8And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.
9And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses. 10And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11In all the signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, 12And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses showed in the sight of all Israel.
KJV

1Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, 2all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea,£ 3the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 4Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”
5And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 6He buried him£ in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 7Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. 8The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over.
9Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit£ of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses.
10Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11who did all those miraculous signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. 12For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
NIV

Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

1For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain: 2But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 3For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 4But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 5For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness; God is witness: 6Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.
7But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: 8So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. 
KJV

1You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. 2We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition. 3For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. 5You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else.
As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, 7but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children. 8We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 638 Take time to be holy
BoP 437

      

Gospel – Matthew 22:34-46

34But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 35Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 36Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
41While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David. 43He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 44The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 45If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 46And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.
KJV

34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
41While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42“What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”
“The son of David,” they replied.
43He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says,
44“‘The Lord said to my Lord:
    “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ 

45If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.
NIV 
Sermon: Laws of the state of grace

I’d like to begin with a bit of a ‘story’:


In looking down on all the people from heaven, God saw that many people were sinning. So he sent forth an angel who came to earth and looked over human kind in all we did and felt, and then returned to heaven. 

“Lord God”, said the angel “95% of the people are in sin, while 5% are right with you.”

This was very saddening to God, and so he sent a second angel forth to check the work of the first.

The angel returned, “Indeed Lord, it is true. 5% walk in the light of your love 95% of the people are in sin.”

God prepared his angels to go out to the sinners and call them to repentance, but he sent those first angels out to the 5% who were right and good, to manifest themselves to these people and declare God’s joy over the way they are living their lives . . .

Only thing is, and this is a bit of a confession folks, I wasn’t visited by either angel. Were you?!

What is grace? What is God grace all about? What are we talking about when we say things light being righteous or being in a ‘state of grace’? 

Being in a state of grace is often directly tied to forgiveness. The world does not always understand what the church means when we talk about grace:

 Imagine a person, a young man, wanted something very much; a bicycle for example. So he prays for the bicycle and then sees someone chain one to the pole in front of his house. The way that the world sees the grace of the church, the man then goes out, cuts the chain and takes the bike. He then asks God and the person he stole it from for forgiveness, and being forgiven enters a state of grace. 

Is he in a ‘state of grace’? Well, no, and we do have the corner on this market, because grace does not just depend on being forgiven by each other. 

Well, what is grace then? 

Real grace does not mean we look for sins to be forgiven from, being in the grace of God also means that we work to avoid needing forgiveness while we offer forgiveness to others. It means we do not assume we are right in what we want, yet grace means we want to be made right.

A woman locks her keys in her car. It is a dark and stormy night in a sketchy neighbourhood. In fact there is a prison right across the road. She prays to God for help and out of the shadows emerges a rough looking character who has just walked out of the prison across from where the woman is parked. He comes over to the car, does some trick with a twist tie and a piece of plastic, and the car is open. The woman immediately offers a prayer of thanks giving, “Lord, thank you for sending this nice man to open my car.”

To which the man responds, “No Ma’am I was just let out of prison for car theft.”

And then the woman ends her prayer, in response to his words, “and thank you for sending a professional. Amen”

The apostle Paul explains this grace in the way he ministered to the churches, as he explains in the second chapter of the letter to the Thessalonians, where he says:  “4On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. 5You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else.”

Grace is not about us being right or even you being right. Think of grace like washing dishes. Grace is not about getting the pile of dirty dishes through the soapy water, wiped and rinsed and over to the drying rack. In doing those things you might end up with clean dishes, you might end up only with dishes that just look clean. There needs to be a real response through. But if in putting the dirty dishes in the soapy water, scrubbing them, and getting them to give that little ‘squeak’ that clean dishes give, and then looking them over to make sure thee is no residue or spots, and then rinsing them, checking them, putting them in the rack and even checking them over before putting them up on the shelf for us, then you have dishes in the state of grace. 

It isn’t about doing the things that make you clean it is about being made clean, and whole, and fulfilled. That cannot happen when we seek to be right for who and what we are. Being righteous is about what God gives us, and not about what we can take for ourselves. We can entertain ourselves to death, we can exhaust ourselves trying to get and do all the things that we have been led to believe will make us better and to feel better in living our lives. 

The bible is full of laws, rules, guidelines, dos and don’ts; but in today’s gospel Jesus is asked by a Pharisee. 

Grace does not begin when we assume or even desire that we are right first, but grace is experienced when we seek the rightness and wholeness of the people around us. We assume the best, we forgive the worst, and we strive to bring out the best in the world around us. The laws that govern this state of grace may be echoed in the laws of our society, but they are seen most plainly in the behaviours that do not need laws that end up making our society great.

This past week has been pretty hard on this nation, on our sense of being a nation. We have been starkly confronted with a sense of vulnerability, with a sense of shared sorrow, with the harsh reality of heroics, and with the terrible reality of what happens when one person or a few people decide that their own self determined ‘rightness’ excludes the health, the happiness, the well being, even the very living of the people who surround us. We all have moments where our own self-righteousness excludes offering grace to each other.


Jesus answers the Pharisee’s question ‘what is the greatest commandment’ by saying, “: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment” When we are confronted by the realities of our world that makes it seem like there is less goodness, less hope, less grace, we need to respond by dropping to our knees, by bowing our hearts in prayer and by asking God “Lord, help me see your grace that this world is keeping me from seeing.”


Where is God’s grace in this? In the violence we have seen this past week? For that matter, where is God’s grace in the Ebola crisis? Where is God’s grace in domestic violence? In alcohol and drug addiction? In poverty? In our prisons? In places of war? In famine? Where can we go to find the state of grace in a world that seems to have forgotten the love of God?

We can go to the side of a soldier who never fired a shot; where a woman who did not know him before that day knelt at his side, and while doing all the first aid / first responder things that could be done to save his body told that young man that he was loved, that his family loved him, that his nation loved him that we were proud of him. It is in every tear that is shed in his memory and in the memory of everyone who serves something more than nations, but who serves to help others. When we remind the world that we love our neighbours and as neighbours we embody that love with each other in the way we encourage and uplift each other. We all lose when it is us against them, but when we proclaim with our very lives that it is Christ for the world that we stand, then we are doing some thing even greater than standing on guard for Canada, we are standing on guard for the love of God.

What is most right in all of this is that in all the violence we have seen this week, and all the sorrow we have felt, the people at the forefront of how this country has responded still did not want violence on the young men who committed these acts. While we despise what was done, and may not like how our officers and law enforcement were forced to respond, there is also a sense of forgiveness and grace, even in this.  


And in that grace is the road to peace. Peace is not at the end of the barrel of a terrorist or a ceremonial guard standing forth to defend a nation and its leaders. It is in the tears of that same guard, in people looking for ways to be close to each other and encourage friend and stranger alike. Love your neighbour, as yourself; and most of all love God with all your heart soul and mind: the world can seem senseless, but through God’s love there is hope.
in the church to the world  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

A Living Nativity –  Looking for costumes and participants, Planning group meets Nov 12th 6pm, at Bonnielm. This year’s Living Nativity will be presented Dec. 7th @ 6:30 - 8pm at the Morton’s Farm [Bonnielm Farms 2949 Ford Bank] 

Baptism – Congratulations to Jessie & Ashley Agnew at the baptism of their daughter Everley  Ireland 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Card making Class – Get a start on your Christmas cards and give them that personal touch. Bev Dunn will be hosting a card making classes Thursday mornings 9:30am 11:30am through the month of October. 6$ for materials all provided 785-4426; Route 465, Beersville

Breakfast – Thanks to everyone who shared and donated at the breakfast and especially came out and helped cook and serve. Money raised will support operation cost of the community hall in Beersville.
November Craft Sale – There will be a Craft & Bake sale at St Mark’s Hall on Saturday November 22nd starting at 11am.

Poutine Rapėe – Available through Ste. Paul’s Catholic Church, St. Paul’s contact Rosa 785-4505 or Gloria by the 27th of Nov. for orders 

Bible Study The Bible study is looking for a host(ess). 

Community Food Bank – Well, harvest has come, but do you know who has an empty plate? Make your table a little bigger. Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 321 Praise to the Lord the Almighty
BoP 83
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 43; 1 Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, Edna, Althea, Susie, Charlie, Tara & Marc and little Jaxson, Janet &  St. James’, Port Elgin
Mission Moments  New Beginnings for Refugees Presbyterian World Service & Development’s refugee ministry is a response to Christ’s call to serve and defend the vulnerable and persecuted. This year, Grace Presbyterian Church in Calgary, Alberta, responded to this call, welcoming a refugee family from Eritrea into their congregation. “It’s been a new experience leading a refugee sponsorship and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. [The day the family arrived] was the one of the most memorable days of my entire ministry—and I am marking the 24th anniversary of my ordination,” says Rev. Leslie Walker. “I am so proud of the PCC for continuing to sponsor refugees, even in these challenging times.” In 2013, Presbyterians were able to help resettle 28 refugees arriving to build new lives in Canada. Thank you!

[image: image2.jpg]



8
8

