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October 27h 2013 –- Pentecost
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  5 Blest are they  

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Morning has broken


                              BoP 70
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 84[Pew Bible] 

1    How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!
2    My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.
3    Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God.
4    Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee.
Selah
5    Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them.
6    Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools.
7    They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.
8    O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob.
Selah
9    Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed.
10    For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
11    For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.
12    O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.
KJV

1    How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty!
2    My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;
    my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
3    Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
    where she may have her young—a place near your altar,
    O LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
4    Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. Selah
5    Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.
6    As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools.
7    They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion.
8    Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob. Selah
9    Look upon our shield, O God; look with favour on your anointed one.
10    Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
    I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
    than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
11    For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
12    O LORD Almighty,  blessed is the man who trusts in you.
NIV

Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 358 There is a redeemer, 


                              BoP ___
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 14:7-10, 17-22

7O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee. 8O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night? 9Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O LORD, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not.
10Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins.
cont . . .17Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow. 18If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a land that they know not. 19Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble! 20We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have sinned against thee. 21Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break not thy covenant with us. 22Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.
KJV

7    Although our sins testify against us, O LORD, do something for the sake of your name.
    For our backsliding is great; we have sinned against you.
8    O Hope of Israel, its Savior in times of distress,
    why are you like a stranger in the land, like a traveler who stays only a night?
9    Why are you like a man taken by surprise, like a warrior powerless to save?
    You are among us, O LORD, and we bear your name; do not forsake us!
10This is what the LORD says about this people:
    “They greatly love to wander; they do not restrain their feet.
    So the LORD does not accept them; he will now remember their wickedness
    and punish them for their sins.”
17“Speak this word to them:
    “‘Let my eyes overflow with tears night and day without ceasing;
    for my virgin daughter—my people— has suffered a grievous wound,
    a crushing blow.
18    If I go into the country, I see those slain by the sword;
    if I go into the city, I see the ravages of famine.
    Both prophet and priest have gone to a land they know not.’”
19    Have you rejected Judah completely? Do you despise Zion?
    Why have you afflicted us so that we cannot be healed?
    We hoped for peace but no good has come,
    for a time of healing but there is only terror.
20    O LORD, we acknowledge our wickedness and the guilt of our fathers;
    we have indeed sinned against you.
21    For the sake of your name do not despise us; do not dishonor your glorious throne.
    Remember your covenant with us and do not break it.
22    Do any of the worthless idols of the nations bring rain?
    Do the skies themselves send down showers?
    No, it is you, O LORD our God.
    Therefore our hope is in you, for you are the one who does all this.
NIV

       Epistle – James 1:16-27

 16Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
KJV

16Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.
26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination    NBoP 638 Take time to be holy


                          BoP 437

Gospel – Luke 18:9-14

9And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
KJV

9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’
13“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
14“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
NIV

Sermon  Good & Perfect
James 1:17: every good and perfect gift. We say a lot about ourselves, and we can from time to time brag ourselves up a bit, but it is not too often that we have an open invitation to say we are good and perfect. But James leaves that open to us, just a little, but there is a qualification.


Some people were confident around Jesus about their own righteousness. The context of today’s gospel reading is that Jesus was in the company of a group of Pharisees, who thought themselves quite righteous – thank you very much – and were quite comfortable proving their righteousness through the reasonable grounds of their attendance at festivals, their admirable deeds and their contributions to the faith in givings and proper sacrifice. So they had every reasonable excuse for looking down on everybody else, because they could clearly show that they were better than them.


Ever have that feeling? Meeting someone who’s ‘got it all together’? They got the education; they got the right paycheck; their spouse doesn’t have to work but does to contribute; they are keeping up their health; they look good in whatever they wear; they are living their dream; they have a house that suits them perfectly; their family is very nice and good; and worst of all they go to your church. One of the hardest kinds of people for Christians to share their faith with, besides those we do not understand and might be a bit afraid of, are those people who make us feel uncomfortable about who we are and what we’ve got. We have to watch ourselves that we do not come across as self-righteous and defensive: “Well, they might have all those things going for them, but I go to my church, and I am a Christian, therefore I must be better than them somehow.” 


And even if that is true, that your faith is stronger, you weaken your faith and your ability to share that faith when you get into that sort of mindset. That was there trap the Pharisees were in, and that snare was firmly around many in the church that James was writing to.


It is a dangerous thing to make your way of living the standard for everybody else, and that is self-righteousness. Parents have to be very careful that they don’t come across as self-righteous with lines like “You’d do well to live the kind of life we as your parents have led.” It was Queen Elizabeth the first, in all her majesty and opportunity for self-righteousness who said: “They are most deceived that trust the most in themselves.”


If we are to be perfect and good, then we should not be marking our goodness by falsely saying or implying that the good ness is from us alone, but working to show why our goodness is from God. 


James takes the church aside in his letter, as a big strong friend, or an older sibling brother might after a lost fight, or a bad fall. The church stands there with a puckered lip, in tears, with scuffed knees and hands, with the question, “Why me?!” glistening from tear filled eyes, and James wraps his arm around the church with these words; “He chose to give us birth [or ‘the birth’] through the word of truth.”


We might be getting put down, persecuted, and made fun of, but it is only because the world around is unwilling to understand, to share, to give, to learn, to trust, to be kind, all those fruits of the Holy Spirit – but God made a choice, and you are that choice.


And before we go running out into the streets shout God chose me, and not YOU!


Listen to what that choice means. James 1:18 “18He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first-fruits of all he created.”


Where else does it speak of, in the Bible, about first-fruits? 


In the very ancient books of the law, in the laws of Moses and the priests of the tribe of Levi, time and again: the festival of first-fruits [Exodus 23] a kind of thanksgiving festival; but the first-fruits of wheat are brought to the Festival of Weeks; loaves of bread and cakes are mention in Leviticus; wine in the book of Numbers; oil and the sheering of the sheep; and they brought as offerings and sacrifices to be burnt or collected as offering at the temple. 

First-fruits – if we are to be a kind of first-fruits, as James says – means that we are called to be in place of sacrifice, and if we are following Christ our place of righteousness is not simply coming to the cross, and looking upon the cross, and gawking at the cross. The Pharisees did that, the righteous mighty Romans did that, the mocking crowds did that.

We are called out of the crowds to come to the cross, and in that place, in that time and space, to declare Jesus as our Lord and our Saviour, not simply at the empty tomb when the triumph is won, but at the cross where our righteousness is made.

And there we take up our cross, and it is not our righteousness, but Christ’s that the world comes to see, for all the good we are, all the good we do, all the kindness and strength we show is empty and without meaning of we do not have Christ Jesus as the purpose and the power behind it.


So whether you see James – in verse 22 – saying: “22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” [“22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. ”] meaning the word is the Bible, you do well, but I think that James is using a double meaning as he has throughout the whole first Chapter, that the world means scripture and also Christ who is the fulfillment of all scripture. And we are to fulfill Christ in us. And that means that we do not go about in the world, in our communities and families, “Saying see I am right, I am right!”, but in being made right in Christ we declare “See, Christ is right. Christ is right for you! Christ was made to bear all the wrongs, all the mistakes, all the sin, and he is so very right that he paid our cost, and in his victory all our wrongs are gone, we are made and set right again.”

Take a look in your spiritual mirror, and tell me what you see. A good person surely, who is trying to love God, love their neighbour, I have no doubt. But look closely, and in the might of your feeling of righteousness you should begin to discover how it is that Christ Jesus is living in you and shining through you. Reach out with that righteousness to a world filled with people who have been hurt by selfishness and self-righteousness, to help the poor, the orphaned, the widowed, the suffering not because doing so makes you right with God, but because God has forgiven you, you now have the strength to do what is right.

Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Announcements: 

Service of Healing – Monday,  October 28th, 2013 7pm at St. Andrew’s in Moncton. Come everyone and bring your prayers for healing for yourselves and for those you love. Led by a fellowship of local ministers, pastors & priests.

Programs & Activities Bible Studies are ongoing throughout the pastoral charge, our thanks to Bev & Don for hosting through October, will be at Audrey Glencross’ in November Wednesdays 7pm, and another in West Branch hosted at Jessie Kelly’s. 

Alpha – Hosted each Sunday evening {7pm}at the Beersville Fire Hall, is meant for teenagers and adults exploring the meaning of our faith; looking at the Bible, the Church and the world.  Starting November 3rd at Fillmore Trucking. 

Visiting Course – Hosted at the Rexton Lions Nursing home, will begin later this month to help develop our mutual sense of pastoral visiting by everyone in the church, as we care for each other, the sick and others in need. November 5th through 26th Tuesdays.

Breakfast – Thank you everyone who attend and helped at the Beersville Community Centre breakfast. 

Bible School –

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 321 Praise to the Lord the Almighty



BoP 83
 Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  28  We celebrate the gifts we share 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s Readings: Jeremiah 31:27-34, Psalm 121, James 1:1-8, Luke 18:1-8

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Freeman, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Patricia and her family, Joe, Janet, Percy, Evelyne, Madelyne
Mission Moment Rising above hardship Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Anamiewigummig (Kenora Fellowship Centre), which has opened its doors every night for the past three years. Low income housing is hard to find in this area, and many people who need emergency shelter come to the centre. No one is judged, and everyone receives care and respect. The center helps people like Debra, who once lived a hard life compounded by alcohol addiction, family violence and family breakdown. She stayed at the emergency shelter for over a year until she was able to secure a home. With the center’s help and her own faith, she was able to rise above her hardships and now serves in the very same place where she got the help she needed. Debra is an active, on-call shelter worker for the center and is an inspiration to others in and around the center. 

