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October 6th  2013 – Pentecost – World Communion Sunday 
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  8 Give thanks with a grateful heart

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise BoP 567 Come, ye thankful people come

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 137 [Pew Bible] 

1    By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
    when we remembered Zion.
2    There on the poplars
    we hung our harps,
3    for there our captors asked us for songs,
    our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
    they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
4    How can we sing the songs of the LORD
    while in a foreign land?
5    If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
    may my right hand forget its skill.
6    May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth
    if I do not remember you,
    if I do not consider Jerusalem
    my highest joy.
7    Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did
    on the day Jerusalem fell.
    “Tear it down,” they cried,
    “tear it down to its foundations!”
8    O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction,
    happy is he who repays you
    for what you have done to us—
9    he who seizes your infants
    and dashes them against the rocks.
Children’s story – “Just not enough tissues” big box of tissues for bad news {Where is God for the church in the sad times?}
Children’s Hymn BoP 378 Jesus loves me

Scripture Readings:


            NT – 2 Timothy 1:1-14

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,
2To Timothy, my dear son:
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 6For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.
8So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God, 9who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.
13What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

 Hymn of Illumination BoP 357 For the bread which Thou has broken

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 17:5-10

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.
7“Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
Sermon: Joined in Suffering
We like to remember better days. We like to think back to the times when, well maybe it is a bit of fantasy, but for ourselves it seemed that everything was going pretty well. We can think back to the times when the family did not seem so busy, when we had time for each other, when we had time for ourselves, when we had time for God. 


We can think back to the days when there was a good meal at the table, to special events and celebrations, But sometimes, when we think back to those days we also realize just how far away they are from right now that they are.


But the 137th Psalm goes the other way, it takes place in the calm after the storm.


Some of the psalms talk about bad times that are ahead, when trouble is brewing around God’s people and the psalm is like a prayer, asking God for help in trouble and reminding people that God help us get through troubles. Then there are psalms that talk about how God helped us avoid troubles and problems altogether, and how God is generous and gracious. But this psalm is not like that at all. No, this psalm is about grieving everything that was lost, and all the hurt and pain that was experienced.


Six hundred years before Jesus was born - after generations of conflict - Jerusalem was sacked, sieged, pillaged and destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. This ended generations of war with countries surrounding the kingdom of Judah, and the temple that Solomon built was destroyed. The Jewish people were not only exiled to Babylon, but were scattered all over the world. Some moved north to Greece, others sought refuge in Egypt, and many went to Babylon and Syria as either captives or migrant refugees seeking a home. Some even are said to have moved far into Europe, India, and deep into Africa during this period. This is a time known as the Disaspora [the dispersing]. The formation of the Jewish nation of Israel that is ongoing today is seen by Jews as a recovery, not simply from the atrocities of the second world war, but from this event almost two thousand years ago. 


They were already a broken people. The Hebrew people fought amongst themselves and ended up forming a northern and southern kingdom so there were Jews [made up mostly of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi] and the rest of the Israelites. The northern kingdom, with its capital in Samaria [the Samaritans], fell 160 years before Jerusalem and so the Hebrew people were exiled or taken captive into Nineveh and other cities of Syria. The fall of Jerusalem was the last straw, when the last of ‘God’s people’ Israel, fell to a foreign power.


They lost their homes, the lost their place of worship, many families were broken and separated. They suffered all the atrocities of war we can imagine and some that are beyond belief. Then many were taken captive back to Babylon to be slaves, and serve the people who had hurt them so very badly. 


It is hard to imagine, we who have for generations enjoyed safety and security in this land. Our denomination is involved in many mission activities – in this country and around the world – trying to offer a sense of peace and hope in the lives of people made into refugees by war and by tyranny. Action Refugee, in Montreal, works directly with a number of churches in Montreal to offer shelter, homes, food and clothes to people who had to run for their lives with only the clothes on their back. One of the most important parts of that mission of the church is the work it does in reuniting families scattered around the globe in a search for a safe haven, and perhaps a new home. Our church has joined them in their suffering.


After everything went wrong, and the running was over, somebody sat down and wrote this psalm. 


The psalm puts the grief of an entire people out in the open. It exposes the wound that many would try to hide. The psalmist does not make excuses, or explain away what has happened. The psalmist does not give the excuses why the people weep by the waters [or by the rivers] of Babylon, but simply offers us that they weep ‘when they remember Zion’.


Sometimes we don’t really realize what wonderful gift God has given us until they are taken away. We have a sinful nature; as much as the bible tells us that God loves us it also warns us that we have a tendency to forget God’s love and take God’s grace for granted. But the psalmist is not taking anything for granted, and takes us to a different kind of setting for our faith. 


When we think about our life of the church, when we get together to worship and to sing praises and offer prayers. When we think about the kind of face we show the world and specifically the community around us, do we have this image in mind? Does the world see the church, our church, Christ’s church show eyes filled with tears? 


No, we show a strong face; A determined grin. We offer the world – in it suffer and grief – our best face, a smile to fight the sadness. When we are faced with a world of pain, what are we looking for? Someone who will offer a smile, or someone who might share and offer understanding to our grief?


The people of God were broken in their faith; their symbols of faith destroyed or in enemy hands. They had broken homes, broken dreams, and were scattered. They were scattered in their own sense of themselves, and after all these disasters they were brought to their lowest point. It is a sad reality how often we only realize what we have been given by God when we are at last brought down to our lowest moment in life. Is the sin our pride, our self-centeredness, that requires us to go through so much hardship in order to finally build ourselves up in an actual, authentic faith. 


In this psalm the people are brought together in their grief; it’s all they have left, grief and memories of better days. And we can grieve with them, can’t we. We have that feeling too, as a church, that our better days are the ones gone by. Our faith has become broken and scattered, our children no longer sing or even know the hymns we cherish, and yet are we afraid to grieve. 

Author Thom Reiner wrote in a recent article, a list of eleven aspects of a church that was dying or dead {http://thomrainer.com/2013/04/24/autopsy-of-a-deceased-church-11-things-i-learned/}, 

1. The church refused to look like the community. The community began a transition toward a lower socioeconomic class thirty years ago, but the church members had no desire to reach the new residents. The congregation thus became an island of middle-class members in a sea of lower-class residents.
2. The church had no community-focused ministries.  This part of the autopsy may seem to be stating the obvious, but I wanted to be certain. My friend affirmed my suspicions. There was no attempt to reach the community.

3. Members became more focused on memorials. Do not hear my statement as a criticism of memorials. Indeed, I recently funded a memorial in memory of my late grandson. The memorials at the church were chairs, tables, rooms, and other places where a neat plaque could be placed. The point is that the memorials became an obsession at the church. More and more emphasis was placed on the past.

4. The percentage of the budget for members’ needs kept increasing. At the church’s death, the percentage was over 98 percent.

5. There were no evangelistic emphases. When a church loses its passion to reach the lost, the congregation begins to die.

6. The members had more and more arguments about what they wanted. As the church continued to decline toward death, the inward focus of the members turned caustic. Arguments were more frequent; business meetings became more acrimonious.

7. With few exceptions, pastoral tenure grew shorter and shorter. The church had seven pastors in its final ten years. The last three pastors were bi-vocational. All of the seven pastors left discouraged.

8. The church rarely prayed together. In its last eight years, the only time of corporate prayer was a three-minute period in the Sunday worship service. Prayers were always limited to members, their friends and families, and their physical needs.

9. The church had no clarity as to why it existed. There was no vision, no mission, and no purpose.

10. The members idolized another era. All of the active members were over the age of 67 the last six years of the church. And they all remembered fondly, to the point of idolatry, was the era of the 1970s. They saw their future to be returning to the past.

11. The facilities continued to deteriorate. It wasn’t really a financial issue. Instead, the members failed to see the continuous deterioration of the church building. Simple stated, they no longer had “outsider eyes.”

.    

And then we can all say, “A Haw!”, but my point, and this psalm’s point and Paul’s letter to Timothy’s point is not that we are dead already, but that dead or dying we still belong to God. All the points I listed are true of many main line, main-stream traditional churches. These eleven points are very true of much of our denomination. 


So often we fail to recognize the level of grace we have received because we are blinded in a refusal to really grieve our mistakes, to recognize our sin. Yes, if we want we can go through that list of eleven items and check them all of and say, see our church is dead and that is the end of it.


But is that the end of it?


Is our tendency to sin the end of us? Is our brokenness? Our disunity? Or tendency to fight with our neighbours, hurt those we love most? Is that the end?


It should be. By all reasonable sense, God’s people should have been left by the water’s of Babylon with their harps hung in the willows and their city, it walls, the temple, their own homes and family broken and shattered. They lost the war, they were conquered, and that should have been the end.


Sometimes it takes grief to help us know happiness. Sometimes it takes sorrow to bring us back to joy. Sometimes it takes horror to help us see wonder. Sometimes it takes death to make us live. 


And why should we fear these things? Paul said, in our reading from Timothy today {2 Timothy 1:1-14}, “Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy”. We remember our grief, we are joined by it. We are fallen, but we are not fallen by ourselves without hope, but we are gathered an sinners.


We are gathered as sinners called to be a fellowship of saints. We face death, not to avoid it, but together to move our focus beyond what can be lost to what is gained in Christ. 

We are not worthy of this, we are servants who will stumble in the midst of our duties, but our end is in Christ. What is death when we have Christ Jesus as our Lord? Where is its sting?

Whether we think of a broken temple, or a cross upon a hill, we come to the waters of our own tears of our grief together and we will rise from them as we rise in the waters of our baptisms; to a newness of life that is from everlasting to everlasting. For God is God, and no power in earth or in heaven can separate us utterly from the love of God. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Announcements: 

The Lord’s Supper – Next Sunday we will share in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Let us come together as family in Christ during this season of Thanksgiving. Please share this with those who may wish home communion.

Session meeting: A joint meeting of the session of the pastoral charge on Wed. Oct. 16th  2013 7pm at St. James’.  
Birthday!! – 95th birthday celebration for Tom McWilliam will be held at the Greenwood lodge Saturday October 12th 2-4; Best wishes only

Programs & Activities Bible Studies will be starting throughout the pastoral charge, with one in Beersville hosted at Bev. Dunn’s Wednesdays through October  7pm, and another in West Branch hosted at Jessie Kelly’s. 

Alpha – Hosted each Sunday evening {7pm}at the Beersville Fire Hall, is meant for teenagers and adults exploring the meaning of our faith; looking at the Bible, the Church and the world.  Starting late October 

Visiting Course – Hosted at the Rexton Lions Nursing home, will begin later this month to help develop our mutual sense of pastoral visiting by everyone in the church, as we care for each other, the sick and others in need.

Bible School – Will start up again in early October. 

Gospel Hymn Sing – TONIGHT 7pm in Brown’s Yard; Come share in the thankful fellowship with the ‘neighbourhood’ community churches.

Market: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper

 Today we recognize together with the whole of the Church:

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. 

He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. 

Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Even though it takes place of the shadow of the cross, we celebrate in the light of the resurrection.

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

He says,

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [BoP 619; ref NBoP 539]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.

Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that in Jesus we must finally see that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. 

Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
This iis a table of thanksgiving, yet this is a memorial feast. We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Commissioning Hymn BoP 570 For the fruits of His creation

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  25  Midst prayers of thanks 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 2 Timothy 2:8-16, Psalm 111, Luke 17:11-19

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Vroni & Arends, Vance & Roberta, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Janet & St. James in Port Elgin, Patricia and her family
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Mission Moment PWS&D’s annual resources are now available! It’s that time of year again! This year we highlight the many different ways Presbyterians in Canada respond to build sustainable futures free from poverty, hunger and injustice. Learn more about how you and your congregation can help marginalized and vulnerable people around the world. Resources include Advent and Lent liturgies, bulletin inserts, posters and PWS&D’s annual report. To place an order, please contact The Book Room (1-800-619-7301, bookroom@presbyterian.ca) or view them online at www.WeRespond.ca 

