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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
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Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 19 – Happy Thanksgiving

October 7th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study –Tuesdays through September to November; 10 to 11:30 at The Manse in Beersville (3279 rte 465). New ideas VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in October and also around the Christmas Season}

Bible School in Clairville – Will start up Wednesdays this coming fall. Please call Tanya Ryan {785-} for more details.

Kids club At the Harcourt School is starting up again, Wednesdays after class. Several Ministers from area churches will be assisting in this year’s program.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Would you like to order/arrange special bulletins in honour or memory of someone, or ona a special occassion?  

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Call to Worship  Give Thanks

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 567 Come, ye thankful people come

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [BoP 619] 

Children’s story – Job & Job

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know
Scripture Readings: 

_________  OT – Job 2:1-10

1On another day the angels£ came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him. 2And the LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?”
Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.”
3Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason.”
4“Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life. 5But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.”
6The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life.”
7So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 8Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes.
9His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!”
10He replied, “You are talking like a foolish£ woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”
In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.
________ Epistle – Hebrews 2:5-12

5It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. 6But there is a place where someone has testified:
    “What is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
7    You made him a little£ lower than the angels;
    you crowned him with glory and honor
8    and put everything under his feet.”£
In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. 9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says,
    “I will declare your name to my brothers;
    in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.”£
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 357 For the bread which Thou has broken
Scripture Readings: 

________  Gospel – Mark 10:2-16

2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3“What did Moses command you?” he replied.
4They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”
5“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6“But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’£ 7‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,£ 8and the two will become one flesh.’£ So they are no longer two, but one. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”
10When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”
13People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.
Sermon: Integrity in our faithfulness
Outside of the creation story found in Genesis, the devil makes few formal appearance in the narratives throughout the bible, except for the opening to the book of Job. 

In our reading today, from this opening of the book of Job, Satan appears with the angels to ‘present himself before the Lord’. It is important to notice first the arrogance in Satan’s character: Satan appears all on his own, not in the fellowship with angels. The angels come before God as a church, a congregation, Satan tries to stand on his own, on his own self righteousness. 

I think it is important to make the distinction of the real character of Satan and the popularized grotesque that is pictured in media and in costume shops as the devil. 

Much of we imagine about the character of Satan is  a combination of certain devious characters from several pagan religions: A mixture of the mischievous Pan, and Hades of the Greek religion; combined with aspects of the destructive dragons of the east, betraying brothers of the Norse, or gods of diseases or other underworld characters. All of these culminate to a devious horned, pitch-fork bearer who dances on your shoulder telling you to do all sorts of bad things. 

Yet despite all of these depictions, which can often be distractions from the truth, Satan is real. Satan is the sad reality of failed faith, unrequited and broken dreams, self-righteousness, and the blasphemy of utter loneliness when we turn our backs on God’s Holy Spirit, on all those promises, on all of that love.


And that is the confrontation we have at the beginning of the book of Job. That is why the story of Job is so important. 


Some say that the book of Job is just a fiction; that it is a parable. Maybe so. There is no way to tell one way or the other. But the conditions that Job lives out are by no means isolated to the character on our bible pages. Time after time and testimony after testimony the story of Job is echoed in lives transformed into powerful faith through terrible adversity. And we don’t have to look out into the remote and far off mission fields of the developing world, but these stories exist in our own backyard among family dealing with struggles of addiction, of abuse, of poverty and the toils in the midst of chronic disease and sudden illness alike.


The story of Job is played out in our own lives too, and it can feel like the forces of the universe are turning against us. And we can count up the hardship in our lives and audit against what we views as blessing, but that only serves to cheapen our lives and our view of God’s blessings becomes limited to that which is seeable and knowable, and avoids that which is more real; love, hope, joy, kindness. We can overlook these or set them aside when we put material wealth as our measure of happiness and greatness. 


But our greatest is joy is God, and our perfect purpose is found in the midst of God’s will and not our own self-righteousness. The integrity of our faith is never shown when everything is going our way, but instead when faced with impossible adversity we stand up in the power of God’s strength, and God’s love; and in our faith in God’s eternal protection we face the tides of adversity that swell and swarm around us, and in God we have our success.  


We were but sinners, condemned; and God sent his own Son to stand with us, and to centre again on God’s will and love, through faith. And through our faith in God because of Jesus we can live and move and have our being in all joyfulness, and with songs of thanksgiving.


That is the true thanksgiving message. Not that we have turkey, chickens or geese; not that the potato crop is strong, or the harvest plenty. There is no storehouse big enough for all the love that God has for you, that’s why God made heaven, a limitless place filled with limitless love.


And Christ Jesus opens the doors to that love. It is the love that we celebrate when our families gather in peace, even in the midst of sorrows. It is the loves that draws man and woman together to make families and rejoice in the beauty of God creating still in the new life of our children. And in that newness of life and the absolute way that children love, so openly and freely, without guile; we should be reminded of how we are meant to love each other, and most of all how we should love God.


Do we remember Christ Jesus with the children, how he welcomed them despite everything his closest friends were saying. How he lifted them up and held them close. Oh, to be held by Jesus in such a way, in the midst of our sorrows, through the power of our joys, to be so lifted by Jesus and hugged and blessed. Oh, for that day, when we will be embraced in Christ’s love. What glorious day, what a thankful day that will be.   

Jesus, with joy, took the children to himself. He lifted them in his arms and blessing them declared that the kingdom of God belongs to children. Have we shown the integrity in our faith, to tell the children that the kingdom of heaven is already theirs, because Jesus loves them. We promise them this with each baptism, and in our spiritual bond through our own baptisms. And in being true we are embracing them with Christ’s love, and that love – even more than our own love, it is so important for our children to know Christ’s love in their lives. But sometimes we seem to hold it back, as if there is a shortage, some end to Christ’s love; but there is no end to the love that sets us free, the love our Saviour Jesus, who laid down everything, power and godliness, embraced humbleness, humanity even all suffering and death, that we might know an end to pain, a limit to suffering; that we might embrace through faith ever hope in ever promise God has ever made.

This faith is built through more than keeping faith, it is built through sharing faith. God’s church is upheld as a family before God, who dwell in love; we who together move and have we have our being in God’s love. We are a family, when we share our faith – drawing each other closer together and closer to God.

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers, those who bring people to holiness and those who are made holy. The son of God has declared the praise and glory of God, not through self righteousness, but by confronting suffering in its harshest form, unto even the lashing fires of hell, that we might stand with confidence through faith and show – unhindered – our love for God.


And Jesus calls us, sisters and brothers both, to gather together. We are called to the great feast, invited, the honoured guests because of Christ. We come to this table today [the communion  table], and share in this humble yet glorious feast of Thanksgiving. For Christ has come, and for our sin Christ has died, and Christ has risen [that death may hold no lasting sting], and brothers & sisters, Christ is coming again, with all power and all joy. 


Come, let us rejoice in praise and thanksgiving today.

Let us pray, 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper

 Today we recognize together with the whole of the Church:

The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. 

He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. 

Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God! Even though it takes place of the shadow of the cross, we celebrate in the light of the resurrection.

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

He says,

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [BoP 619; ref NBoP 539]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.

Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.

Help us understand, that in Jesus we must finally see that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. 

Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Commissioning Hymn: BoP 570 For the fruits of His creation

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.
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Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: NATIONAL OFFICE: Building church community

Presbyterians Sharing supports the work of the Communications Department at our national church offices. Communications staff work to maintain and update the presbyterian.ca website, assist individual congregations in setting up their own websites, and design many of the resources used by Presbyterian congregations on a weekly basis. Their ministry has helped 230 Presbyterian churches to set up websites, allowing them have an active web presence and reach out to their own communities.
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