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Olde Christmas by Candlelight
A Christian Church at Christmas
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The Bass River Pastoral Charge 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

The light confronts the darkness

Christmas Songs - 




  

Introduction – Reflection  - short
Christmas Through a Camera
    
Opening prayer





    

Scripture:
Luke 2:15-20
 



Shelley Cail      
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Carol: In the bleak mid-winter

In the bleak mid-winter 
Christina Rossetti
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.
Special Music 




         Marly Sutherland
Story – Three presents for baby Jesus by Joanne Bader    read by David Sutherland   

Scripture:
Matthew 2:1-12  


read by Donna Wellwood 
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi£ from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east£ and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ£ was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6    “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
    for out of you will come a ruler
    who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’£”
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east£ went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Carol: Away in a Manger 
Away in a Manger  Charles H. Gabriel
 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes, 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.

Special Music


         Sandy Sutherland & Rachael Jenkins

Carol: Once in royal David’s city

Once in royal David’s city
Cecil Frances Alexander
Once in royal David's city, Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby, In a manger for his bed:

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,

And his shelter was a stable, And his cradle was a stall;

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, Lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, Through his own redeeming love;

For that child so dear and gentle, Is our Lord in heav'n above,

And he leads his children on, To the place where he is gone.
Poem– The light and the way


   The light and the way

Most of the way we hope to show with shining reason,

To understand the world, and justify our truths,

Prophetic words compel inspired vision, and revision


That take us to a humble stable-birth. 

Chorus

The light and the way, 

Bestowed, begotten, born a babe in Bethlehem.

The light and the way,

Born to set all people free.

The light and the way, 

To fulfill our hopes, answer the prophet’s pleas.

That we may follow,

The light and the way

All creation tells, God’s words in love is life,

Light and darkness given purpose and a place

Law fulfilled, grace comes to bring an end to strife

A new vocation to the human race. Chorus
God’s angel spoke into the silent night,

And watching shepherds shared their song.

Wise ones followed celestial light 

“Fear not! For the Messiah is come.” Chorus

More than all our hopes is the child born in a stall

Emmanuel fulfilling ancient prophecy

For more than we could do is all that God has done

Peace on earth, we are illuminated and set free. Chorus
ADS 
Candles – 
Someone will come around to light your candle 
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Scripture:
Isaiah 60:1-5 1    

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2    See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
    but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3    Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4    “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
    your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the arm.
5    Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
    the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
Conclusion – Reflection  - short
Pausing for the Portrait      
Special Music 


by Heather Morton & Hailey MacArthur
Carol: Silent night
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Silent night traditional

Silent night, holy night
All is calm all is bright
'Round yon virgin Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.

Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth

Please enjoy a time of fellowship; cookies and hot chocolate available afterwards.

Thanks to Shelley, Donna, Rachel, Heather, Hailey, Marly and everyone who came together to give the gift of this worship. 

            And may God bless all of you for being a part of this night.
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May the joy of Christ’s birth be a warming light to you and yours.

God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; 

the warmth of Christmas, which is love; 

the radiance of Christmas, which is purity; 

the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; 

the belief in Christmas, which is truth; the all of Christmas, which is Christ.
Wilda English
Merry Christmas
To be the light of Christmas

All the year through
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