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September 14th 2014 – Pentecost 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  A&D 4 Be still and know 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 350 To God be the glory

   BoP 73

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 98 [Pew Bible] 

1    O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.
2    The LORD hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly showed in the sight of the heathen.
3    He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4    Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.
5    Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.
6    With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.
8    Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful together
9    Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.
KJV

1    Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn — shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,  for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.
NIV

Children’s story – Rules and Fools – baseball analogy

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 377 Jesus friend so kind and gentle

     BoP 251

Scripture Readings: OT – Numbers 21:4-9

4And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 5And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 6And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 
7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.
KJV

4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”
6Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.
NIV

Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

KJV

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written:
    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 376 Lord, the light of your love is shining
Shine, Jesus, Shine

Graham Kendrick

Lord the light or your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness shining,
Jesus light of the world shine upon us,
Set us free by the Truth you now bring us,
Shine on me. Shine on me.

Chorus: Shine, Jesus shine
Fill this land with the Fathers glory
Blaze, Spirit blaze,
Set our hearts on fire
Flow, river flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your Word
Lord and let there be light.

Lord I come to your awesome presence,
From the shadows into your radiance,
By the blood I may enter your brightness,
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness,
Shine on me. Shine on me. Chorus

As we gaze on your kingly brightness.
So our faces display your likeness.
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me. Shine on me. Chorus
Scripture Readings: 

  Gospel – John 3:11-18

11Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 13And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

KJV

11I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.£ 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.£
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
NIV
Sermon: Foolishness


Shakespeare was not talking about bells, drums and wind instruments when he said that “The empty vessel makes the greatest sound.” Proverbs about what fools are not limited to the bible and ancient philosophy. We may assume that foolishness is something that no one would aspire to; no one would make a life or a career out of being a fool; but to scan our media, our movies, our cultures’ stories, even our classrooms and workplaces, there always seems to be a place for a fool. 


Some of our greatest celebrities are fools. Oh, our action heroes can be exciting, and beautiful actress and handsome male leads can be awe inspiring, and the dramas can tell wonderful stories about life; but the real life-lessons of plays, poems and public orations are very often spoken by the appointed fool.


Another of Shakespeare’s great lines comes from a pair of grave diggers who are preparing a grave at the sight of the burial of the court jester. The freely talk about politics, and they speak their minds, for it is the role of the fool to say plainly what we often refrain from saying out of respect, but more often out of fear for some sort of reprisal. The fool clears the air by speaking the truth bluntly so the story can continue.


Part of the Apostle Paul’s ministry was to ‘play the fool’, and while we read his letters and admire the descriptions we see in the book of Acts, the personality of Paul seem to be that of a willing fool. He does not go about telling jokes and doing tricks, but he is willing to be in place and situations where he will be awkward and out of place and uncomfortable. 


That is the beginning of mission work. Stepping out of a comfort zone and into the place in our lives where we are really challenged. Paul tells the church in Corinth that  “22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles”


Evangelist and author D.L Moody – I have quoted him from time to time – was doing some circuit preaching and speaking and had the practice of receiving prayer requests and comments on slips of paper during the service. If one caught his eye and brought him to an important speaking point he mention it to the congregation. As he flipped through the pieces of paper there was one he opened which simply read in bold letter “F-O-O-L” Think of Psalm 14 which reads ‘Only the real fool says there is no God’; He paused, then chuckled for a moment. Then raised the piece of paper for everyone gathered to see. “Well, now here is a first for me. Someone has written me a letter, signed it, but forgot to write down the letter.”

In both the case of the Jews to whom the church witnessed and the Greeks of the region of Corinth, they needed proof. How many people do you encounter who tell you they need proof in order to devote themselves to being part of a church. They require some good reason to go to church, to be a part of a church, to have a Christian life. A miraculous sign may not seem like one of our usual qualification for good proof of something, but it is not only the Jews of Jesus day who looked for the amazing in order to believe. The Greeks found a compelling argument to be the only way they could be convinced they should believe, but the Apostle Paul says ‘Just preach Christ’. 


Preach ‘Christ crucified’ and look at the phrase that Paul uses here, “a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles”. What do you believe in? Do you believe that God not only saves you from your sins, raises from the death of your mistakes and that God would go to impossible ends for your sake so that you do not have to live in sadness shame, or hide who you really are.  

But the truth is sometimes hard to take. We can reason out our faith to the furthest explanation we can come up with and people will still say it is ridiculous. We can point to miracles and the impossible signs that life and experience give us and our way of seeing the world will be called superstitious ridiculous, even foolish.


You are never really a fool if you DO something foolish, only if when you do that foolish thing you do not realize you are foolish. We realize what we believe and we know how foolish it can seem. But how sad it is for those who do not realize how foolish they are for their disbelief; for their unbelief.


And there will be time when you will feel the fool for believing when everyone around you does just fine with their unbelief. And you will feel out of place with a society that acts mainly out of selfish ambition. But there is a day we all must face where our best reasoning does not help us make sense or put a value on our lives, and there is nothing to hold on to but what we believe. 


Our faith is like flickering candles, lit while the day was bright, but it is not until things get dark that we see the point of the candles. We have strength and courage to face today because we know that our faith has made us strong. We are strong to face more than what can be seen or expected, but made strong through the salvation that is in Jesus Christ to face the impossible day, the darkest night of doubts and fears. 


A good fool makes you laugh, and no one should dread being in the position where our seeming foolishness shows life in the fullness of it meaning and the wonder of life’s joy. We must pray for those who run headlong through life with to stumble into the tragedy of their own reason, into a pit of doubt and fear; for life is more than we can see, and the spirit is so much more than we can imagine. 


It is the difference between looking the fool and actually being the fool.


I am not fooled. I believe.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Pamphlet – our Summer Activities pamphlet is available by the entrance to the church. Please take a copy for visitors and friend and help grow the church in its work, mission and programs.

Corn Boil & Social – TODAY!! September 14th 4pm-6pm hosted at the Beersville Hall. A fellowship with neighbours and friends and to share a good meal of cob corn and potluck treats. Rolls, corn and butter provided. See you there!

Mission Talk – Calvin Presbyterian Church in Chatham will be hosting Jennifer Whitfield, past president of the AMS who will speak through her experience on the current situations throughout the Middle East. Tuesday Sept 16th 5pm. Guest are asked if they could bring potluck items for a fellowship feast.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study The Bible study has finished up for the summer, but the materials are available from the church website. www.pccweb.ca/brpc.

Bible School –Bible School has paused till September. Thanks Tanya & Tracy
Community Food Bank – Along with fresh carrots and potatoes, the food bank needs school supplies and snack items for kids. We can help! We can share.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 173 And can it be that I should gain

BoP 352

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings Exodus 16;  Psalm 145; Phil. 1:21-30; Matt. 20:1-16

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Ruby, Susie, the friends and family of John Allison. 
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Mission Moments  Teaching theology in Taiwan Presbyterians Sharing supports Ted and Betty Siverns as they serve our partner church, the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. Ted is a Visiting Scholar at Tainan Theological College and Seminary where he teaches New Testament studies at the Doctoral level. Betty is a cheerful presence on campus, helping students with their English. In addition to teaching, Ted directs a Masters of Theology thesis, sits on committees, and occasionally leads morning worship. He also writes for a Taiwanese and English church and society journal. Ted shares, “We are glad to be here as Canadians, members of the PCC and friends of the PCT.” Presbyterians Sharing helps strengthen our partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan.
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