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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  4 Be still and know [from psalm 46]
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 550 Morning has broken
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 14 [Pew Bible] 

1    The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.
2    The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.
3    They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
4    Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD.
5    There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous.
6    Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge.
7    Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.
KJV

P______________

1    The fool says in his heart,
    “There is no God.”
    They are corrupt, their deeds are vile;
    there is no one who does good.
2    The LORD looks down from heaven
    on the sons of men
    to see if there are any who understand,
    any who seek God.
3    All have turned aside,
    they have together become corrupt;
    there is no one who does good,
    not even one.
4    Will evildoers never learn—
    those who devour my people as men eat bread
    and who do not call on the LORD?
5    There they are, overwhelmed with dread,
    for God is present in the company of the righteous.
6    You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor,
    but the LORD is their refuge.
7    Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
    When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,
    let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad!
NIV
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me

The Sacrament of Baptism

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience.
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   



(Matthew 28:18-20).

In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms around them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." 
(Mark 10:13-16)
The Baptism of Lochlan Rodney James Little

Who is it that comes to be baptized?

The Elder says: On behalf of St. James’ Session, I would like to present David & Whitney, who are bringing their child Lochlan Rodney James Little for Christian baptism today.

The Minister says: David & Whitney, do you desire baptism for your child?

We do

David & Whitney, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your child?

We do

Do you promise to raise your child in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within the home and the fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your child for baptism today you ask - on his behalf -  that he shall be recognized as a member of Christ’s Church, and the household of faith. 

And so with this fellowship of believers confess your faith; affirming your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number [BoP 616, NBoP ] and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven, 

And sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church; The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life ever lasting. Amen
To the family’s sponsors: Do you, as a believer in Christ, promise to help David & Whitney in the love they show Lochlan; reminding and encouraging Lochlan in the promises made today, and as you serve God, do you promise to share the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord with this child.

I do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture this Lochlan by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging him to follow the way of Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid these parents in the love they show this child, reminding and encouraging him through the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, sharing with Lochlan the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: May God richly bless you and give you grace faithfully to fulfil the promises made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving & eternal God; For the gifts of water and your Spirit, we give you thanks and praise. In grace you lift these waters to a sacred duty, as you raise us all from the waters of our baptisms to the sacred duty placed on each of our lives. 

Your Spirit moved over the waters in the beginning, giving order and life to your planet earth. You led your people from the yoke of slavery the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land, through your prophet leader Moses.  And throughout scripture you have made water as a sign of your promises.

In the fullness of all promises and prophecies you sent your Messiah, Jesus Christ, given to human form amidst the water of a woman's womb.  In the water of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  

And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the kingdom of God, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  

By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   Pour out your Spirit upon Lochlan  that he should be joined together with all your people - a royal priesthood with Christ in his ministry to the world, living in newness of life sustained by your Word and renewed at your Table, and continue forever as a servant of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever, AMEN.

By what name have you named this child?

The parents reply:



Lochlan Rodney James
 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Lochlan Rodney James, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   

Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Lochlan Rodney James Little in Christ's name:  

(The Aaronic Blessing #606 BoP; #)

The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 


the Lord make his face shine upon thee,



and be gracious unto thee; 


the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 


and give thee his peace.

The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the Lord has worked to grow this family. 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 4:19-27

19My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. 20Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment. 21How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet? 22For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. 23I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light. 24I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. 25I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. 26I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger. 27For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end.  

KJV

P______________

19    Oh, my anguish, my anguish!
    I writhe in pain. Oh, the agony of my heart! My heart pounds within me, I cannot keep silent. For I have heard the sound of the trumpet; I have heard the battle cry.
20    Disaster follows disaster; the whole land lies in ruins.
    In an instant my tents are destroyed, my shelter in a moment.
21    How long must I see the battle standard and hear the sound of the trumpet?
22    “My people are fools; they do not know me.
    They are senseless children; they have no understanding.
    They are skilled in doing evil; they know not how to do good.”
23    I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone.
24    I looked at the mountains, and they were quaking; all the hills were swaying.
25    I looked, and there were no people; every bird in the sky had flown away.
26    I looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger.
27 This is what the LORD says: “The whole land will be ruined, though I will not destroy it completely.
NIV


Hymn of Illumination    BoP 73 To God be the glory

Now in case you didn’t know about this particular hymn, it was altogether a fairly unpopular hymn for a while back before the fifties, but in 1954 a young evangelist added it to his hymn selection while doing a speaking and preaching tour of England. The triumphant chorus “Praise the Lord!” was taken up so strongly by the crowd that young preacher, one Billy Graham was propelled to many extra speaking engagements, and resulted in one of the strongest revivalist tours of the British isles in the previous century. 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 15:1-10

1Then drew near unto him all the publicans {Tax Collectors & state workers} and “sinners” for to hear him. 2And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 3And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 4What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 5And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. 7I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 
8Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? 9And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost. 10Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.
KJV

P______________

1Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him. 2But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
NIV

Sermon Lost Fools
Whatever happened to just taking a loss? What foolishness!!

A hundred sheep and he goes out for that one sheep that is always wandering off. Not worth that much anyway. Sickly, skin and bones, if it hasn’t been torn apart by thorns, wolves or fallen off a cliff. Ninety-nine healthy normal sheep and he will give all then attention to the sick, silly one. Bad economics if you ask me. Just write it off.


And this lady and her lost coin, well besides keeping them in a more secure place, why not wait till daylight when you can see a little better than wasting the lamp oil and the night looking for the coin. I am not sure I would be in the mood for celebrating if I was one of that lady’s neighbours. If she called me over to rejoice with her in the middle of the night, might be a good idea to have on a cup of really strong tea for some of us.


Jesus goes from point to point and story to story and tells us first of all, not how foolish we have been and how disappointed God is in our foolish actions, but that maybe we need to look again at what we see as being foolish, because in the middle of all that foolishness we might see God at work, indeed we might just rediscover God’s love in our lives.


Because after the two parables we have read today scripture takes us to the story of the prodigal son; which is really a story about two sons. One son is selfish and wasteful of his inheritance the other is wise and honourable; but the fool of the story – just when we would put that label on the wasteful son – seems to be the father, who not only welcomes the lost son back but throws a party and gives the lost son gifts and a feast. 


A lost sheep, a lost coin, a lost son; and we might just call it foolishness to think what lengths were taken to rejoice in their being found, even foolishness to need them back in the first place. 


The real world that you and I live in is a little more prudent, perhaps we are a little wiser with our resource output. Value for dollar economics would leave the sheep in the hills and call it wisdom, let the coin turn up at a better time, and would put the son to work scrubbing latrines for a while before he even darkened his old house.


By the looks of it, when you look at the costs involved, this love and forgiveness that Jesus is preaching – practically speaking, dollar for dollar – looks foolish. 


And if we are seeing life with our focus on cost and profit, and that view on life makes us say that the love of Jesus is foolish, then maybe we’d better think about reevaluating who is the fool.


Psalm 14 answers the question, ‘Who is a fool?’


A fool is someone who says in their heart, ‘There is no God.”


We all know a fool or two; too cool for church, or faith, or God for that matter. As they get to a certain age, they are either too busy or too tired for faith, and fellowship, and devotion, and they view everyone who takes time to be holy as fools. 


A fool looks at the believer and sees themselves as better, more together, more in touch with reality; the believer sees the fool and offers a prayer and know that the other is not any better or worse, just caught up in a common misunderstanding. 


The foolishness of people is that so many people put the emphasis on the wrong things when it comes to fun, and joy, and real happiness. Am I fool for standing up here in this get-up, for talking to you about faith and hope and love? You have a friend, don’t you, who when you tell them you’ve been out to church today will regard you as if you were some kind of fool. Maybe its even someone in your family; a sibling, your own child. Sometimes we are treated like I we are fools, and if trusting in God’s love and grace is foolish then may we be fools forever. 


The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church which was wrestling with this very same thing. In chapters eleven and twelve of 2nd Corinthians, Paul goes out of his way to call himself a fool because against a worldly standard God’s way of doing things can seem foolish, and it seems foolish because the fool does not know wisdom. In other words, ask a fool which way is wise, and do the opposite of whatever they tell you. Paul says that if want to regard him, because of his faith in Christ, as a fool, then he will be a glad fool. He will be a fool for the gospel.


Foolishness? Jesus died not simply for the good people of his day, or of the days after, or of the days to come, but Jesus died on the cross - he suffered and died – and took on all of our foolishness. Jesus wasn’t just killed, he was hung up and mocked as a fool for all to call him a fool, and there are people today who will call him a fool still, and call you a fool for believing. He was made a fool to die for fools.


So we need to recognize just how foolish we are, and what real foolishness is. Foolishness is not a bunch of silly clown noses, and foolishness is not wearing strange or silly looking cloths, or dressing up a bit more than usual. There is nothing foolish about the way you look, whether you are having a good hair day, a bad hair day, or a no hair day. Your appearance will not make you a fool, though we can from time-to-time look the part. 


It is not foolish to believe in something, especially when you believe and put your trust in something that can never be stolen, or broken, or lost or wear away; and so who are called fools, believe in the love of God; and the perfect sign of that love in our lives, Christ Jesus.


And we believe not just for ourselves, but we believe together to encourage one another, and a ship of God’s fools, be we have an anchor that keeps the soul steadfast and sure, and thought he billows roll and the world may mock us, we believe even for the sake of our children and the generations that will come, to be an example of faith. And even if the whole world and everyone dear in our lives calls us fools, let them and forgive them, because we have all been fools, and sometimes we are still foolish, but we are not fools forever; for in Christ we are more then lost fools, we are forgiven.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Baptisms – This morning, as a part of our worship service at St. James’, we welcome David & Whitney Little who bring their son Lochlan Rodney James Little for baptism today. Our prayers are with them, for their joy as a family
Corn Boil! TODAY!! A time of fellowship; hosted at the Beersville Community Hall on Sunday September 15th.; 4:30-6pm. Come share the harvest.

Looking for ward to seeing you all.

Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available, vegetables now in season.

Bible School – Will start up in early October. A pre-start up party is being planned.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that should gain

 Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  25  Midst prayers of thanks 

‘Midst Prayers of Thanks

(to the tune of ‘Before the throne of God above;)

‘Midst prayers of thanks our praises ring,

Before the world we gladly sing,

For we are saved by giving hands

Of Christ who died that we might stand.

Our great thanksgiving is our lives

In daily service lifted high

Souls in devotion testify

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We thank you Lord, you paid the price

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond, V’roni & Arends, Vance & Roberta, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Grace, Olga, Jody  & Ryan & Waylon, Sarah & Morgan, Patricia and her family
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Mission Moment Opportunities for change Since 1927, Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre has offered educational programs and services to the community of Little Burgundy in Montreal. Full of potential, this community struggles with poverty and social issues. At Tyndale St-Georges grace is at work, bringing opportunities and new growth; promoting early literacy, school readiness, academic and social development for children and youth, as well as pre-employment training for adults. Last year nearly 300 volunteers gathered to rebuild the Jesse Maxwell Smith Park in front of the centre; an amazing experience for the volunteers and will have lasting impact on the community. Already, the once seldom-used playground is full of families. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are help bring hope in the Little Burgundy community.

