A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

[image: image1.jpg]


The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 16

September 16th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Autumn Breakfast at St. Mark’s: Mark the beginning of Autumn with a warm breakfast with friends and neighbours at St. Mark’s Hall in Bass River; Saturday September 22nd 2012; doors open at 8. A freewill donation will be graciously received for the cost of the breakfast and in support of the hall.

Sunday the 30th : As we meet at Zion and St. James’ in two weeks, we will have a special themed service, a family service. The design of the service is to be oriented towards family, young and old, and you are encouraged to invite your family, or a friend you consider family to be a part of our Family Sunday. The hope is to have several of these special family days throughout the year, as we seek to grow as a family in Christ.
Bible Study: Opening and planning session this Tuesday, September 18th at 10am at the Manse in Beersville. New ideas are VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Joint Session - a meeting may be held September 28th 2012. Elders are asked to make contact with their clerks and discuss what needs to be discussed at this meeting so an agenda can be set.

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship  {overhead} Open my eyes Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 350 To God be the glory

BoP 73
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 116 [BoP 657] 

1    I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications.
2    Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.
3    The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.
4    Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.
5    Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.
6    The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me.
7    Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.
8    For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.
9    I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
10    I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:
11    I said in my haste, All men are liars.
12    What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?
13    I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.
14    I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.
15    Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
16    O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.
17    I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD.
18    I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people,
19    In the courts of the LORD’S house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 698 Saviour teach me day by day

              BoP 479

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Proverbs 1:20-33

20Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: 21She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, 22How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 23Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you. 24Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 25But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 26I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 27When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 28Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: 29For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 30They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. 31Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. 32For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 33But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.
KJV

20    Wisdom calls aloud in the street,
    she raises her voice in the public squares;
21    at the head of the noisy streets she cries out,
    in the gateways of the city she makes her speech:
22    “How long will you simple ones love your simple ways?
    How long will mockers delight in mockery
    and fools hate knowledge?
23    If you had responded to my rebuke,
    I would have poured out my heart to you
    and made my thoughts known to you.
24    But since you rejected me when I called
    and no one gave heed when I stretched out my hand,
25    since you ignored all my advice
    and would not accept my rebuke,
26    I in turn will laugh at your disaster;
    I will mock when calamity overtakes you—
27    when calamity overtakes you like a storm,
    when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind,
    when distress and trouble overwhelm you.
28    “Then they will call to me but I will not answer;
    they will look for me but will not find me.
29    Since they hated knowledge
    and did not choose to fear the LORD,
30    since they would not accept my advice
    and spurned my rebuke,
31    they will eat the fruit of their ways
    and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.
32    For the waywardness of the simple will kill them,
    and the complacency of fools will destroy them;
33    but whoever listens to me will live in safety
    and be at ease, without fear of harm.”
NIV


       Epistle – James 3:1-12

1My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 2For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 3Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. 4Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 5Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 8But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 11Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 12Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.
KJV

1Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.
3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 11Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 376 Lord, the light of your love is shining

      {Overhead}

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 8:27-38

27And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am? 28And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 29And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 31And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. 34And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. 36For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 38Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
KJV

27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”
28They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
29“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”
30Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.
31He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”
34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever wants to save his life {psyche, soul, spirit, being] will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
NIV

Sermon: Shameless Wisdom

You go into a doctor’s office and you want to see them, on some wall, some where. Three or four very expensive pieces of paper. The proof, like the writing on the wall, that this professional – that you are entrusting your physical and perhaps mental health – has not only studied, but has passed the tests that qualify him or her as a medical doctor. Because there is more to being able to look after people’s health than putting D R at the beginning of your name, or R N at the end.


It is not that they are boasting. If you have a plumber or and electrician you want to know they have their license, that they are qualified or certified. Though it might seem that way some times, having certification, and degrees of learning, and licenses is not about upholding institutions of learning and standards, but ensuring quality and safety for you and for everyone. 


What all these degrees and these certificates are supposed to help us see is that for all the knowledge these people could stuff in their heads, they were able to use enough of it in an effective way so as to be considered, wise. We would not want to presume that wisdom.


So when the letter was written, by James to the church [specifically the church with deep Hebrew roots] James encouraged the church to be authentic rather than academic would have been a real wake up for people who were used to learning the stories, but might not have learned why the stories were important.


The Hebrew people had become fixated on the rituals, the traditions. It was enough for most people for their religion to have ceremonies, and fixed calendar dates, and the celebrations of the Sabbath. It was evident in the actions and attitudes of the Pharisees, and Sadducees, and the tone of so many throughout the known world that the bible describes. Yet it was not enough for Jesus; this was not what God intended.


Being wise means taking all of the abilities that God gives us, and all the resources that surround us in our lives, and bringing them together in such a way that we creatively bring glory to God. It means we take all these complex and diverse contexts and experiences and gifts and callings, and then draw them to the simplicity of a singular purpose; to expose the glory of God to our selves and all others who need wisdom.


James uses a litany of proverbs. He says [vs. 3-6]:

“3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 

4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 

5Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 

6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.”


He draws the experience of driving horses, into driving ships, along with speaking, and all of this to explain faith. And James is explaining faith to the church, that he may actively glorify God. 


Can we draw our experience together in similar fashion?


Can we find the common strain that ties us together, bringing our experience into focus in this one true faith?


As we read through the passage of proverbs today, could you sense the joyful experience of living in wisdom that was being described. Wisdom is meant to be the inheritance of all people of faith. It distinguishes us from the chaos of the sinful, of the ungodly life, and the turmoil of idolatry, and the shallow interests of ignorance. 

Wisdom, in being wise, we do not use different experiences in life, are not called to be excusive in our company, or to have more or less in materials or in some way knowledge. But yet, we are – in being wise – meant to bring our lives into purpose, and into focus through all of these things to grow in faith. Wisdom is the means by which faith grows.

Wisdom is presented in the book of Proverbs – in our reading today - almost in terms of being a living breathing person: like the Sophia of Greek philosophy, or as the message translation of the bible calls it ‘Lady Wisdom’. It is simply a personification, a poetic usage to emphasize ‘wisdom’, the voice of wisdom, the force of wisdom, by giving wisdom a human form. 

And this voice of wisdom calls out so shamelessly from the streets to the countryside. And these are not just the clean streets, but the noisy busy, dirty, dangerous places. The locations described are the places in ancient cities where philosophy, and prophecy would have been argued and discussed and proclaimed; the “public squares; at the head of the noisy streets … in the gateways of the city.”


Shameless wisdom: humble, yet without shame for what we declare to be true and right in the faith we proclaim. We do not have knowledge alone, in bringing our lives into alignment with God’s will and purpose for us, we are able to see what we know to be true as more than provable facts. The voice of wisdom says, “I believe, therefore I know.”


That is a hard way to stand, against the tide of a world that wants to know everything and believe in nothing. 


Why do the rich need more riches? Because they need to know the resources are reserved for them, rather than trust that God provides for all they need.


Why do the powerful always need more power? Because they want the knowledge of their own influence instead of awe of God’s will.


The apostle Peter – in today’s gospel reading – had the knowledge that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God. The God – not man - had granted that knowledge to Simon Peter. Hear Jesus words again; in this same discussion but through the words of Matthew’s gospel [Matthew 16:16&17]: 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. ”


Peter had the knowledge, but what happens when that knowledge was confronted with the articles of faith, and the reality of Jesus being the Christ. The gospel says that Jesus went on to explain what it meant to be the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed one of God. That the wisdom of scripture, the truth beyond the knowledge was that the Christ, the Son of the Living God, had to suffer, be broken, be killed in order to be glorified. This is not the logical result of reasoning out the clues, but the truth revealed through the lens of faith, and Peter sticks to what he knows, and he is ashamed of what Jesus is saying.


And in that moment, when Peter decides to know rather than believe, he becomes a fool; the fool, so foolish Jesus turns to him, saying: “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”

What do you have in mind, when you think of Christ; that Jesus died for you? Do you have in mind a shameless declaration of God’s love for you, so great as to send His only Son to die that you might live? Or are you trapped in the shame of all you think you know; that you know you cannot do, that you know others have done?


What knowledge do you have that is so great that it is worth your whole being, your life? Your soul?


So Jesus calls on us to take up our cross and follow. To take up the faith, and believe in Christ, and believe in more than the things he taught, but all he did and called on us to do. To be wise beyond all worldly measure, and trust and obey.

 Jesus calls on us to be shameless in our love; our love for one another, in our love of our Lord and Saviour. We must never fall into the shadows of doubt or be ashamed of God’s love for us. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 352 And can it be that I should gain

 
BoP 173

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

