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Service of Worship

September 20th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 446 May the mind of Christ my Saviour
Responsive Reading: Psalm 98

1    Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
    his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2    The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3    He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5    make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6    with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7    Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8    Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9    let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
    He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: songs 83 Revive us again

Scripture: OT – Numbers 21:4-9

4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea,£ to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!”
6Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

            Epistle – 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written:
    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”£
20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.

Hymn:  BoP 328 Stand up and bless the Lord
Scripture: Gospel – John 3:13-17

13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.£ 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.£
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,£ that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Sermon: Looking for an expert

Have you ever gone looking for an expert? Have you gone looking for a solution to your problems and have that answer to your search not turn out exactly as you want?

When you ask God for the answer God send s you someone who will understand the situation and give you the best answer, instead of simply an answer. 

Here is an example: 

‘A man is pulled over and given a warning by the police that the signal lighting on his car is not working properly. The man has some experience fixing cars, and he figures he can muddle through and sort out the problem for himself without the expense of a mechanic. 

While he is working a little boy comes up and asks the man, “Whatcha doin?!” asks the little boy.

“Trying to get my signal light on my car to work.”, replied the man

“Can I help mister?”

“Sure you can.” Said the man, as he hooked up the battery again. You can tell me if the lights are working as I try the switch.

So the man sat in the car and shifted the switch on the steering column to signal to the left. “Is the light working now?” he asked the boy.

“No sir.” The boy replied

he then switch signal to the right. “Is the other side signaling right?” 

“Nope something is wrong with this one too mister. Sorry” and the boy wandered off.

So the man unhooked the battery and went back under the car and worked on the lights and the wires for another hour. The boy came back

“Just in time for another try.” The man said, and he hooked up the battery and got in the car and turned the signal.

“Nope still not working mister.”

And switching it over “And the other one.”

“Nope. Same as last time sir.”

 The man grumbled and got out of his car but left the signal on this time, and as he came around the car to unhook the battery he saw the light was blinking normally. “Hmm, seems to be working fine nw, eh.” He says to the little boy.

“Sure. I guess so mister. Just the same problem as last time. It won’t stop blinking.”

Moses had a problem. In Moses’ story all through the second till the fifth book of the Bible, Moses suffers from a case of mistaken identity. It is not something that he asked for, but he kept on being mistaken for God.


Accepting first that God did call on Moses to be the representative of God, not the Israelites, before Pharaoh. And Pharaoh misunderstood this, taking Moses request as a the demand of Israel, or Moses own demand, and not until the tenth plague does Pharaoh start to figure out that there is more going on here than a conflict of nation or of princely personalities; that the real conquest was being made by God. Moses was getting the blame, Moses was getting the credit too. 

It does not stop there, for Moses takes them to the Sea and the people revolt, not against God but against Moses. And when they get across though Moses and Miriam give praise to God the people honour Moses. They follow him into the wilderness and they become restless and thirsty and hungry, and they get angry at Moses. At the mountain of God (Horeb) the people first doubted Moses, going onto sin before God in idolatry and other sins. When they first receive the commandments of God they are in awe at how Moses radiates, and yet before they scorn God by rejecting Moses testimony. Even Moses gets upset with himself because he cannot handle all the situations he is given, and not until his father-in-law takes him aside and teaches him the value of delegating tasks and responsibilities out as a form of leadership does Moses learn that he does not have to be the only expert that God is calling. 


A wife complained to her husband that he always seemed to be mumbling to himself.

“Of course I talk to myself”, he replied, “sometimes I need expert advice.”
It is a onerous thing to be named the expert in any situation. To really be the expert you not only have to have the wisdom to apply everything you know, but you also need to be wise enough to admit that you do not know everything.

God gives the and Moses establishes among God’s people through the designation and ordination of priests and elders for the people; yet Moses still holds a special place. And the people continue to make the mistake, that when they have an issue with God they blame, question the priest the Elder, the prophet, the minister of God.

How fitting it is then, that when seeking for the one who would take on all of our sins, and would remove from us the fear even of death, God sent His own Son. It fits our fallen nature, and the way we would respond. When God sent the prophet, God’s people argue and struggle, reject and even persecute the prophets in the fulfillment of answering the prayers of God’s people. 

God calls in our experts as an answer to our prayers. The Bible shows us how God’s people ask for guidance, and leadership, even salvation and return to their own home land, and then God reveals and empowers certain individuals to do the tasks. 

Now, it is not always who the people think it should be, and it is not always in a way that we might expect. God chose Moses who was an exile, chose Sampson though he would misplace his trust, chose David though he was the youngest and least likely in the family, chose Daniel even though he was being schooled by the oppressor of God’s people, and as we continue through the list of prophets few of them fit the bill, and few of them seem to be well received in the answer they bring to God’s people regarding the judgment, discernment and direction of God.

God does not always give us the answer we want either. We cannot think around the answer that God is giving.

Since the advent of Google people have been tying in their life’s question into a thin little box on a screen. You can get some pretty incredible and detailed answers to your questions. Children are going to the Google search engine before they ask their parents, before they sit and listen to their grandparent’s advice; they are learning about the way the world works motivated only by their own curiosity and not the wise guidance of parents and teachers. And worst of all, people today, and not just the children, but in our day and age people are learning to be satisfied with a quick and easy answer.

The last couple of weeks our services have included readings from the book of Proverbs. There is a lot of advice, presumably from the brightest mind of the day, packed into those thirty-one chapters. It is good and expert advice for a lot of the day-to-day issues of life. Yet how often do we look to that advice? How often do we flip through our Bibles, through stories and parables, to seek out our example for living. 

Have we become a people who treat the Bible as entertainment? Do we look to God’s word for our comfort, ease and engage in our devotions looking for the answers we want to hear and not the words that might challenge us to look a little deeper, try a little harder and strive to grow in faith? Is God’s word where we go for answers or just for assurance?

Paul’s words to the church are a real ‘word-to-the-wise’ not just for Corinth, but for us today as well. If we act as though we have all the answers we need, and we are strong enough in our understanding to stand, then we have been warned.

 How does God save us from our sins? By having his only Son crucified.

“the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written:
    “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.””
  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Alf, Andrew, Tyler, Robbie, Audrey, & Jean
Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The presbytery will meet this Wednesday (Sept. 23rd) as the investigative committee continues its work into the fall.
Syrian & Middle East Refugee Crisis The growing call for missional action in the church related to this crisis is reflected in a recent open letter our Moderator, Rev. Karen Horst, has written our government. As well, continuing and growing initiatives through PWS&D and world partners give you an opportunity to be part of solutions at home and abroad for refugees in need.
Harcourt Memorial – 3pm at the Pond Memorial Chapel; Music & Memories, a fellowship will follow.

St Andrew’s Moncton – Will have a fall breakfast on October 3rd in support of the next phase of the building and ministry development. 8:30 –11am
Bible Study – Starting this Tuesday, September 22nd at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson. The study will look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’
Gospel Music evening – Friday October 2nd starting at 6:30pm at St. Mark’s in Bass River, featuring Heartland. Look forward to seeing you there.
The Lord’s Supper – Is to be celebrated next Sunday, October 4th (World Communion Sunday), and on the following Oct. 11th (Thanksgiving Sunday)

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 345 The Son of God proclaim 
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 25 Midst Prayers of Thanks
Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Number 11, Psalm 8, James 5, Mark 9:38-50

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments September 21 is the International Day of Prayer for Peace Ongoing conflict in Syria has left refugees in Lebanon and Jordan in desperate need of shelter, clothing and food. Om Mohammed lives in Lebanon with her three children. Without a husband, she is the sole provider for her family. Presbyterian World Service & Development is helping provide food aid for Syrian refugees like Om through food vouchers. Om is able to purchase essential items like rice, sugar, milk, yogurt, cheese and eggs that will help keep her children healthy and strong. Om enjoys being able to shop in the grocery store and decide which food items she wants to purchase. PWS&D continues to respond to injustices and conflict in our global village.  
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