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September 22nd 2013 – Pentecost - 
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  6 Father I Adore You

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise BoP 345 The Son of God proclaim

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 113 [Pew Bible] 

1    Praise the LORD. 

    Praise, O servants of the LORD,
    praise the name of the LORD.
2    Let the name of the LORD be praised,
    both now and forevermore.
3    From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,
    the name of the LORD is to be praised.
4    The LORD is exalted over all the nations,
    his glory above the heavens.
5    Who is like the LORD our God,
    the One who sits enthroned on high,
6    who stoops down to look
    on the heavens and the earth?
7    He raises the poor from the dust
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
8    he seats them with princes,
    with the princes of their people.
9    He settles the barren woman in her home
    as a happy mother of children.
    Praise the LORD.
Children’s story – Battery check
Children’s Hymn songs 83 Revive us again

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

18    O my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me.
19    Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away:
    “Is the LORD not in Zion?
    Is her King no longer there?”
    “Why have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their worthless foreign idols?”
20    “The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.”
21    Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me.
22    Is there no balm in Gilead?
    Is there no physician there?
    Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?
9:1    Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears!
    I would weep day and night for the slain of my people.

 Hymn of Illumination BoP 328 Stand up and bless the Lord

 Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 16:1-13

1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
3“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—4I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
6“‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.’
7“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
13“No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
Sermon: When God looks . . .

I suppose we can have a bit of pity on those poor senators this year. Government forms can be difficult to figure out, even if you are the government. And while we are very glad that these mistakes in expense claims have been rectified, I suppose we might wonder if they had found the mistakes themselves, would these senators have paid back the money so quickly. 


Maybe that’s is a little too cynical. So let’s approach this from a more positive perspective, because that is the approach we find in the psalm we shared today. Psalm 113 begins with the bright and positive tone of “Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD.!”


This is what we love, this is what we look forward to. God on a bright new day pushing all the clouds away, just make a new and beautiful season. This is God in magnificence. That psalmist is not taking us into the shadows but out from the darkness into light. This is joy, this is triumph!


This psalm draws us to the vision of answered prayer, and in the body of the psalms this is so important, because not every psalm is as bright .


In our own devotions we have to be careful not to read just the psalms we like. Maybe psalm 1, jump to 14, skip to the 23rd, a hop over to 42, maybe 46 up to 91, good ol’ 100, 113, 121, and then the last five happy psalms, and then we are through. That might give a flavour, but it is more or less the brightest flavour of the psalms. 


We can have our favourite, but each psalm is special, and together they a very special. The same is true for all of scripture. Oh, we may have a favourite gospel, a letter to the church we always like to hear from, an old testament story that rings especially true, but it is only in relation to everything else that our own favourite makes sense. 


And the sense of this psalm, is that when God looks down on our lives he sees it all. When we have our sickness and our sorrow, we see ourselves, and our own sin can isolate us and make it hard to see things rightly. 


The psalmist trusts in God.

“ Who is like the LORD our God” the psalmist write “The One who sits enthroned on high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?”

The Lord our God creator of the universe, Lord of all that was, is and ever shall be; “Why?” we might ask ourselves, “ is God so concerned with me. 


I read this past week about someone who loved, more than anything, to go fly his airplane; especially at night. He liked being in the airplane at night because it reminded him of just how small we really are in the scope of the whole universe. Ride the air currents between earth and stars this pilot looked down upon the earth and marvelled that God would take the time to love something so small.


Have you ever looked under a microscope? If you get the chance, on of the neatest things to look at through the microscope, in my opinion, is pond water, or bog water. Pond water looks like any other water, but it is teeming with microscopic life; and without this microscopic life we could not exist. 


When God placed Adam and Eve in the garden and said, “I am putting you here so you can look after things, do you think Adam and Eve took the time to look around at all the tiny little bugs and then wonder if there was anything even smaller, and that they had to look after it all. 


But in the vastness of the universe, even in the distances of our own solar system, looking down upon our earth, do we appreciate how small we are? And God loves us? God loves us, in the majesty of the entire universe, he loves us even though we are a fallen creation; like a pot on the potter’s wheel, we are not left to fall back into the mud, but are made moulded and recrafted by God’s gracious touch on our lives into wholeness and purpose. 


“ Who is like the LORD our God” the psalmist write “The One who sits enthroned on high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?”

When God looks down, and sees everything, what is it he sees in us? 


When Jesus was talking to a room filled with those who though the very most of themselves he tended to bring them down a peg or two. In talking with the Pharisees in Luke 16 he set them up against a model of the shrewd steward; a CEO of a wealthy landlord’s holding. The Pharisees were by-the-book, but Jesus commends the model of the steward who in hoping to secure future employment, makes concessions and lowers his own profit margins on a number of loans. One owes eight hundred gallons of oil, the steward lowers the amount to four hundred; another owes a thousand bushels of wheat, and the steward makes that debt eight hundred. And then end result is, the steward has secured friendship from his bosses debtors. 


We don’t always see, from our lofty place as faithful Christians, how we appear to people who have not darkened a church door in many years. The steward learned to approach the world with grace, not greed and one himself friends and life-long personal security. There are people all around us who feel much like the debtors in the story, with a huge amount of debt separating themselves from us, and even more feeling separated from God.


But it is our duty to go out and build up friendships with them, and to help them take the weight of sin off their shoulders. We can go out with forgiveness and love in our hearts, and make God smile in our shrewdness as we go forth with God’s great wealth of love and offer it freely to the world, lifting the world from sin and even the pain of death.


Yeah, we all owe God. Our accounts are very overdrawn, and there are some payments we need to make. But God is forgiving, and as God has forgiven us we are called to be forgiving to one another – and forgiving with more grace than we can have on our own, we can forgive each other in God’s name, with Christ Jesus grace; for the horrible cost of our sin has been paid and is taken up on our behalf by one who owed nothing. 


When God looks, says the psalmist, he sees the joy His love brings into our lives. SO God lifts us from the dust of our troubles and sets us up before his throne in grace spotless and as noble in God’s heavenly kingdom. God looks down upon our lives, and see the creation that He above all the universe that surrounds us.  

And with him, we forever [today , tomorrow and forever] have everlasting joy.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

A prayer today for the congregation in Pakistan that was bombed, and for those who do this sort of act. May spirit of peace comfort God’s people.

We pray for the families of the victims of the gunmen attack in Kenya. We must remember that faith puts a face of determination for God’s justice against all who participate in evil, not our own outrage. 

Announcements: 

Corn Boil! Thank you, everyone, who came out to share in the evening food & Fellowship. A special thanks to Wareham for fetching the corn, and everyone who brought food to share. We look forward to other fall fellowships.

Breakfast @ St. Mark’s Hall Thanks you every who helped out and especially all who came out to support this important fund raiser. God Bless!

Presbytery meeting: This Wednesday at Calvin Church in Miramichi, 10am
Programs & Activities Bible Studies will be starting throughout the pastoral charge, with one in Beersville hosted at Bev. Dunn’s Wednesday October 2nd 7pm, and another in West Branch hosted at Jessie Kelly’s. 

Alpha – Hosted each Sunday evening {7pm}at the Beersville Fire Hall, is meant for teenagers and adults exploring the meaning of our faith; looking at the Bible, the Church and the world.  Starting October  . . .

Bible School – Will start up again in early October. 

Gospel Hymn Sing – October 6th 2013, 7pm in Brown’s Yard; Come share in the thankful fellowship with the ‘neighbourhood’ community churches.

Market: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October.

Fair Trade Gift Sale Ten Thousand Villages Friday Oct 4 3–8pm; Saturday  Oct 5 10-4pm @ Auberge Le View Presbytere de Bouctouche; 157 Chemin du Couvent (Route #475 towards Bouctouche Dune) Help end world wide poverty.  Support Fair Trade! Admis. is free. More information call Raymond @ 743-5568
Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, V’roni & Arends, Vance & Roberta, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Carmen, Florence, Grace, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Janet & St. James in Port Elgin, Patricia and her family
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn NBoP 634 Will you come and follow me . . ?

Will you come and follow me . . ? {The Summons}       John L. Bell
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
 Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

 Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

 Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Jeremiah 32:6-24, Psalm 91, Luke 16:19-31

[image: image1.jpg]


Mission Moment PWS&D’s annual resources are now available! It’s that time of year again! This year we highlight the many different ways Presbyterians in Canada respond to build sustainable futures free from poverty, hunger and injustice. Learn more about how you and your congregation can help marginalized and vulnerable people around the world. Resources include Advent and Lent liturgies, bulletin inserts, posters and PWS&D’s annual report. To place an order, please contact The Book Room (1-800-619-7301, bookroom@presbyterian.ca) or view them online at www.WeRespond.ca 
