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The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 17

September 23rd 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Next Sunday: As we meet at Zion and St. James’ next week we will have a special themed service, a family service. The design of the service is to be oriented towards family, young and old, and you are encouraged to invite your family or a friend you consider family to be a part of our Family Sunday. The hope is to have several of these special family days throughout the year, as we seek to grow as a family in Christ.

We will be having a similar service here at St. Andrew’s and St. Mark’s at later time in the fall.
Bible Study –Tuesdays through September to November  10 to 11:30 at The Manse in Beersville. New ideas VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Bible School in Clairville – Will start up Wednesdays this coming fall.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Would you like to order/arrange special bulletins in honour or memory of someone, or ona a special occassion?  

The condolences of all the congregations are extended to Connie Agnew and her children and their family. The passing of Ross is a sad time for all of us, for his friendship has been valued by us all. Our prayers are with Connie and the family.

Visitation/Wake on Monday from 2:00 to 4:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 pm. A Funeral Service will be held on Tuesday, September 25, 2012 at 2:00 pm at Thompson's Funeral Home Chapel, Richibucto. Interment will be in St. Andrew's Presbyterian Cemetery, Clairville.
Call to Worship  I love you Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 345 The Son of God proclaim

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 65 [BoP 640] 

Children’s story – Arnold Argues

Children’s Hymn: songs 83 Revive us again
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – Jeremiah 11:18-20

18Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me what they were doing. 19I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying,
    “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit;
    let us cut him off from the land of the living,
    that his name be remembered no more.”
20    But, O LORD Almighty, you who judge righteously
    and test the heart and mind,
    let me see your vengeance upon them,
    for to you I have committed my cause.

       Epistle – James 3:13-4:6

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.
4:1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
4You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
    “God opposes the proud
    but gives grace to the humble.”[Proverbs 3:34] 

Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 328 Stand up and bless the Lord
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 9:30-37

30They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 31because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.
33They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.
35Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”
36He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
Sermon: Our ‘Cause’
God does not owe us a thing. We have to begin on that point before we are going to understand anything.

Many people say that they understand and believe this, yet whether they are coming from the point of view “Haven’t I suffered enough?” or “Haven’t I done enough?” we can find ourselves, in prayer, praise or practice, engaged in the deep mistake of looking for our just reward.

Yes, the bible says that God rewards the righteous, those who seek the Lord and do His will. Those who put their trust in the Lord. But there is a fine, yet significant, line between putting our trust in the Lord and putting our trust in the things we do to try and win God’s merit.

The disciples had a debate amongst themselves. The were arguing along the road trying to figure out how much God was going to honour them for being with Jesus’ friends. Seems like the same sort of argument that has been going on between church denominations for the past six centuries or more. And I wonder if we will all be very surprised when neither the Baptists, Catholics, Anglican, Pentecostals, Wesleyans, United or even Presbyterians get the best seats in heaven.


Because despite having this passage of scripture open to us to read plainly, we sometimes get it into our heads that we can jockey for positions in God’s kingdom over what we do. It is a very temporal idea of what heaven is like.


Simply speaking, if God is eternal, and God is omnipresent in heaven as he is for us in this created universe, than there is no position that is truly close to God or on God’s right, front, or any other place. When the bible uses terms to describe how the righteous in God are received into heaven, or even to be honoured here in life, being ‘on the right hand of God’ there is always space for one more. God’s got impossibly big hands and unlimited space to deal with, and no will or want or argument of ours is going to change God’s judgment on that. 


And so it also means that there is always room for one more, until God’s will for us in creation is complete and the day of God’s glory is celebrated with the coming of Christ, as he brings that final justice for us all. This justice is not based upon what we think we’ve done, but in how we have done in service to God’s will, to God’s glory and grace, and not so we will be rewarded with the big house or the pleasant garden, or the golden streets, or the pearly gate; but because service for God, in giving and sharing and uplifting each other in God’s love, is reward enough.


So Jesus told his disciples this. He said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be the honoured one in God’s kingdom, they have to be the servant to everyone here on earth.’


That’s the kind of service that is honourable in God’s kingdom. To humbly go and help a friend, not because they asked, or are paying, but because they need the help. To see the need of our brother and sister, in spirit or in flesh, and to fulfill that need without ever having to be asked. To pray for each other, encourage one another, supplying for each other so that no one is left wanting. And what I mean by this, is that we are not each other’s benefactors, but we are meant to be on another’s servants.


So, as Jesus says “if we wish to be first we have to become the servant of all.”


That nature of a servant is described by James, in his letter to the church in many ways, but in today’s reading we find that: 

“17But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”


And he adds to that a reference from the book of Proverbs:

“God opposes the proud
    but gives grace to the humble.”[Proverbs 3:34] 


To confront this argument, and to bring them back from the brink of a spiritual disaster, Jesus looks to a little child to inspire them. I hope we can look at our children in this way. Jesus has a little child stand in the midst of the group and then to make the point really clear he takes the little child in his arms, and holds that child, and in the midst hug he speaks to his disciples with all their puffed up chests and ideas, and quickly deflates them. 

What greater, better honour, would it be than to be hugged by Jesus. No seat by a throne, or rank in court, kingdom or force of arms. The place of honour is in God’s embrace.


And the way that we come into that embrace is not with all our faculties in order, or job-list of tasks completed, but humbly; accepting God’s grace, and living as we were made to live – in joy and fellowship, her and always in the life to come.


That should be our deepest assurance, not to see life as a pile of unfinished tasks, but rejoice in all God continues to call us to do. For our cause, in faith and love for God, is to serve God’s will, to serve and care for one another. 


Let that service be our praise, our purpose, as we seek to embrace each other in the same love that God offers in Christ. May God be praised. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: (overhead) Will you come and follow me . . ?

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

4. Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

5. Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Next Sunday: As we meet at Zion and St. James’ next week we will have a special themed service, a family service. The design of the service is to be oriented towards family, young and old, and you are encouraged to invite your family or a friend you consider family to be a part of our Family Sunday. The hope is to have several of these special family days throughout the year, as we seek to grow as a family in Christ.
Bible Study –Tuesdays through September to November  10 to 11:30 at The Manse in Beersville. New ideas VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Bible School in Clairville – Will start up Wednesdays this coming fall.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Would you like to order/arrange special bulletins in honour or memory of someone, or ona a special occassion?  

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: TAIWAN: Translating the Bible

[image: image2.jpg]The Back Pew - Jeff Larson
Mrs, Westwood,

God' told me NOT gl
t0 do my o

Y

Suzie forgot to do her homework again
EIOE %?éided if she would lie.. she would
|



The Rev. Dr. Paul McLean has worked with a translation team over the past 26 years to translate the Bible into the Hakka language. Now that the Hakka Bible is complete, Paul is helping promote it in Hakka churches. He has also begun work as a consultant on three indigenous translation projects. He is helping teams complete the Old Testament in the Drekay, Paiwan and Bunun languages so that these native people in Taiwan will be able to read the whole Bible in their own languages. Presbyterians Sharing supports Paul as he works to enable various people groups in Taiwan to read, proclaim, teach and apply God's Word in the language of their hearts.

