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The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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September 28th 2014 – Pentecost 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 682 Just as I am

   BoP 394

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 25 [Pew Bible] 

1    Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.
2    O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.
3    Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.
4    Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.
5    Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.
6    Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving-kindnesses; for they have been ever of old.
7    Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake, O LORD.
8    Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.
9    The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.
10    All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.
11    For thy name’s sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.
12    What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose.
13    His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.
14    The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant.
15    Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.
16    Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.
17    The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.
18    Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.
19    Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.
20    O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee.
21    Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.
22    Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.
KJV

1    To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;

2    in you I trust, O my God. Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3    No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame, but they will be put to shame who are treacherous without excuse.
4    Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths;
5    guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long.
6    Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.
7    Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD.
8    Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.
9    He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.
10    All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his covenant.
11    For the sake of your name, O LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great.
12    Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way chosen for him.
13    He will spend his days in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land.
14    The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them.
15    My eyes are ever on the LORD, for only he will release my feet from the snare.
16    Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.
17    The troubles of my heart have multiplied; free me from my anguish.
18    Look upon my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins.
19    See how my enemies have increased and how fiercely they hate me!
20    Guard my life and rescue me; let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.
21    May integrity and uprightness protect me, because my hope is in you.
22    Redeem Israel, O God, from all their troubles!
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 29 Praise Him, praise Him, 

Scripture Readings: OT – Exodus 17:1-7

1And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. 2Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? 3And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? 4And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. 5And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not?
 KJV

1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5The LORD answered Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah£ and Meribah£ because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
 NIV
Epistle – Philippians 2:1-13

1If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 

3Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 

4Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

‘6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 

11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’
12Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
 KJV

1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6    Who, being in very nature£ God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
7    but made himself nothing,
    taking the very nature£ of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8    And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to death—
    even death on a cross!
9    Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11    and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
 NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 477 Thy hand, O God, has guided

BoP 306

Scripture Readings: 

       

Gospel – Matthew 21:23-32

23And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority? 

24And Jesus answered and said unto them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men?” And they reasoned with themselves, saying, ‘If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? 26But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet.’

 27And they answered Jesus, and said, “We cannot tell.” 

And he said unto them, “Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.”
“28But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 29He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 30And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31Whether of them twain did the will of his father?”

 They say unto him, “The first.” Jesus saith unto them, “Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.”
 KJV

23Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
24Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From men’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
29“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
30“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
 NIV

Sermon: A humble awakening

The Pharisees gave the answers that they felt would not incriminate them. Jesus asked them about authority, and the Pharisees usually taking the role of being in charge should have been able to recognize authority, and their final answer was, ‘I don’t know.’ It was not as if they could not have answered, ‘Jesus you get your authority from God on high.’ Or ‘Jesus you get you authority because you ARE God on high.’ They answer ‘I don’t know.’ Because faced with the question of where the authority of Jesus to perform miracles, to teach, preach, and explain the meaning of law and scripture.  

Have you ever been pulled over?

Have you ever been pulled over and you are so very sure you haven’t done anything wrong?

I have been pulled over. I wasn’t late for work, but I was late for the coffee pot at work, and after the officer pulled me over it became a hundred dollar cup of coffee that morning, and a good laugh for everyone at work.

But I was in the wrong and he had the authority to do what he did.

I was pulled over another time too though, and it was one of those time when I was SO very certain I had done NOTHING. And I hadn’t. Well . . .


Police, when they pull you over, often ask you a very open question, which is:


“Do you know why I pulled you over today?”


On this other occasion, I was taking really cute young woman I’d met back to university after her Christmas break, and I wanted to make a good impression, and it was not going so well. See I was driving the Jeep that I had when I started here and just as we were getting into Moncton on the way there the leaf springs, well some of them cracked and came loose and when I reset them with a hammer and then fastened them with duct tape I was not sure it would hold. Then I had been having a little trouble with a blinker, and the exhaust system was getting a bit loud too. 


So when the officer pulled me over, and asked that question - “Do you know why I pulled you over today?” – I gave the same answer the Pharisees gave Jesus “I don’t know.” I could not figure out which of the answers I had was the right one.


It turned out that he was concerned that my tail light was burnt out, turned out that I had simply replaced the tail light with a bulb that was dimmer than the other and there was no real problem, but maybe I should put the right bulb in there sometime soon. 


I wasn’t in ‘trouble’, the police officer was concerned for my safety and helped me see that my answer to my problems was perhaps not the best. He was not trying to bully me, or punish me, he was using the authority that was given to him to help me on my way. And I bet he would be surprised by the comparison I make today, but he stood with Christ to help me see that I am under more protection than I was prepared to see. I felt protected and assured and looked after. It is the same feeling I get after spending time in God’s word.   

God does not simply want to be first in you life; God calls you to offer up your whole life, to offer up who you are to His authority. What is it going to take for you to admit that you have not got it covered? That you haven’t got it figured out? Some people can only come to this through tragedy, some through catastrophe. I think the third world has a lot to teach us about listening for God, and I am not surprised that the church in the third world is the part of the church that is growing. We are the noisy church, the busy church, and very often we are the worldly church, but I think we need to not ask, but listen to the question ‘Are we the Godly church?’

This is not about God being in charge, God is in charge whether we make the decision to follow God or not, but it is about being humble in our hearts enough to hear what God is saying to us, and the encouragement, direction, hope, assurance, that God gives us within His voice of authority.


In the caves of Horeb – the mountain of God – Elijah arose in answer to God’s summons. Elijah the mighty prophet was being pursued by the powers of the kings and rulers, but he humbled himself before God. And God passed by and did not speak in the wind or in the earthquake or even in the roaring fire, but in order that only someone who was humble might hear, God spoke in the still and the soft below all the cacophony; a whisper against the noise.


It is not that God is silent in life’s storms, among the crash of falling stones, or the rushing chorus of a roaring flame, but in those moments we listen only for the sound of the excitement. But we only hear God speak in the still, in our silent heart. 


The Apostle Paul makes the point of Jesus humbling himself, because this is the way God always works. God speaks through the humble.  God’s prophets are all humbled. In order for Joseph to speak and to lead he has to first be thrown into a pit and sold by his own brothers. In order for Moses to lead he has to be uncrowned from being a prince and made to wander the wilderness and tend sheep, king David was a lowly shepherd who became a general, but was reduced to an outlaw before he could come again to be king and even then he needed to be humbled from time to time. 


We had a discussion at presbytery this past week, and by we I mean the small group we were assigned to have, and I want to share with you a moment in our conversation. We were talking about the ability of our church and denomination today being able to hear what the Holy Spirit was saying to us as Christians. At one point in the argument I raised my voice n example to say that we expect to hear God speaking at some booming obvious level, “Are you listening!” I nearly shouted, and from the room next door a member of another group having their discussion responded with a clear but much more subdued “No!”


We are not the humbled church when we demand the response to our prayers, the support for our way, or the voice of God calling over the noise we have made of our lives and this faith. But, when we are quiet - when we quiet ourselves, and still our business, and when we come to our knees, and we put down all our business and burdens and labours and everything that we can be about and we present ourselves and our lives before God, and we listen for God’s question to us – not God’s answers to our questions, but God’s questions to help us see the answers God has already given, that are already plain and written all throughout creation, on ever ounce of life, just as we live and breathe.


Let’s try something, right now, right here, it is an exercise and if you know me, it will be hardest on those who strive most to do for God, because in order to DO for God, we must first BE for God. 


And this is the experiment [pause in silence till it hurts, and then be silent for five seconds more].


You expected me to say something right there, but we were listening together.


In that same conversation at presbytery it was your elder Jessie who raised the point and stood firm in it, that what our churches really need is not some new program, not another event, but just to be. [pause] Not to become any of the models of ministry and evangelism we see all around us, but just to be. [pause] Worship is not about what I have to say on the matters of our faith, but in coming together to be God’s people above everything else in our lives, and to have the assurance and rest in knowing that we are not alone in our faith, but God has given us others to be with in Christ. And with that celebration renewed in us, well then we can go out into the world and be with others. [pause] 


When we are still, and when we are listening together, we should be able in the faith we share, to hear God together. [pause]


The point that Jesus makes against the Pharisees is that they are too noisy about what they believe. It is more a show than real faith for the Pharisees. Jesus compares them to the prostitutes, and to the tax collectors and the other sinners, and we have to still ourselves from all the business of looking like a church in today’s world, to pause [pause] and to take the time to listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to the church, to you and to me, [pause] so we can simply be still, and know who God called us to be and know that God is with us still.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper – On Sundays October 5th & 12th our church communities will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a part of worship. There will be a special pair of sermons about the sacraments and how to make them a part of every day living.

Baptism – we also look forward to a baptism at Clairville on Oct. 19th  

Memorial Service We are thankful to everyone who came out to our special Memorial worship & fellowships. Please keep in mind & prayer the upcoming Christmas Bulb campaign & other memorial fundraisers.

Pamphlet – A copy of our Autumn Activities is being put together for visitors and friend and help grow the church in its work, mission and programs. If you have program or activity dates for this pamphlet leave a note with Sandy or Marly.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Corn Boil & Social We had a wonderful time of fellowship on Sept 14th & much thanks to Wareham Campbell for wrangling up the corn for the supper and to all our sturdy corn huskers. Already looking forward to next year.

Bible Study The Bible study will soon starting up through the Autumn looking at the Psalms. 

Bible School –Bible School has paused till October. We will be looking to hear from Tanya & Tracy and if anyone else would like to help out it might make sure we have a program for our children this year.
Community Food Bank – Pulling up those last rows? seeing deals at the grocery store?  Let’s all help with what we have, share what we’ve been given.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 477 Thy hand O God has guided




BoP 306
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings Exodus 16;  Psalm 145; Phil. 1:21-30; Matt. 20:1-16

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Ruby, Susie, Charlie,  the friends and family of John Allison. 
Mission Moments  Presbyterians Sharing the good news Today is Presbyterians Sharing Sunday, a time to focus on the mission and ministry we do together in Canada and around the world through our national church fund. Together we are proclaiming the good news of the gospel in word and deed. Together we are helping grow innovative ministries with children and youth and equipping leaders—lay and ordained—to do effective and faithful ministry. Together we are supporting new congregations and helping congregations renew and grow new ministries. Together we are speaking out for the voiceless and supporting healing and reconciliation ministries. Together we are discovering and doing God’s mission. And in the process, we are seeing people’s lives transformed. Thank you for your generous gifts to Presbyterians Sharing!
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