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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 14

September 2nd 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Opening and planning session on Tuesday September 17th at 10am, The Manse in Beersville. New ideas are VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Summer special Services –Thank you every one who participated, helped plan, and were involved in the special summer service through the summer.  
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Joint Session - a meeting may be held September 28th 2012. Elders are asked to make contact with their clerks and discuss what needs to be discussed at this meeting so an agenda can be set.

Call to Worship  {overhead} Father I adore you 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 461 Be Thou My Vision

BoP 458
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 46 [BoP 636] 

1    God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2    Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
3    Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.
Selah
4    There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.
5    God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.
6    The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted.
7    The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah
8    Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth.
9    He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire.
10    Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
11    The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah KJV

Children’s story – Puppy Love
Rover – baby boy – toys – friends - parents – ribbon – self

Children’s Hymn: songs 46 Standing on the promises

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Songs of Solomon 2:8-13

8The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills. 

9My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, showing himself through the lattice. 

10My beloved spake, and said unto me, 

‘Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.

 11For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 

12The flowers appear on the earth; 

The time of the singing of birds is come, 

and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; 

13The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, 

and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.’
KJV

8    Listen! My lover!
    Look! Here he comes,
    leaping across the mountains, bounding over the hills.
9    My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag.
    Look! There he stands behind our wall, gazing through the windows,
    peering through the lattice.
10    My lover spoke and said to me,
    “Arise, my darling,
    my beautiful one, and come with me.
11    See! The winter is past;
    the rains are over and gone.
12    Flowers appear on the earth;
    the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land.
13    The fig tree forms its early fruit;
    the blossoming vines spread their fragrance.
    Arise, come, my darling; my beautiful one, come with me.”
NIV


       Epistle – James 1:17-27

 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 

and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 

neither shadow of turning. 18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures.
19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. KJV

17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.
26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 324 Great is Thy faithfulness

      
   BoP 85
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 7:1-20

1Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 2And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault. 3For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders. 4And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables. 5Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? 6He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 8For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 9And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 10For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death: 11But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. 12And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother; 13Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye. 
14And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: 15There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 16If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 17And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. 18And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; 19Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? 20And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.
KJV

1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and 2saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were “unclean,” that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles. )
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”
6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:
    “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.
7    They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’ 

8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.”
9And he said to them: “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! 10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.’ 11But you say that if a man says to his father or mother: ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is Corban’ (that is, a gift devoted to God), 12then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that.”
14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean’ by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him ‘unclean.’”
17After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him ‘unclean’? 19For it doesn’t go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods “clean.”)
20He went on: “What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean.’
NIV
Sermon: Good and perfect gifts

When we take up the offering, Sunday by Sunday, we celebrate all that God has given us, we offer thanks even as we give, because God’s gifts to us are always more abundant in God’s unlimited grace and forgiveness.

Yet, I want us to ask ourselves what we think God’s gifts really are. I might say the words “all we have and all we are, are gifts from God.”, when we pray our prayer of thanksgiving, or when we take up the offering, but when the rubber hits the road, and we are living life Monday to Saturday, what are we seeing and declaring in our lives to be gifts from God.

I am glad that the lectionary calendar includes some readings from the bible book, the Songs of Solomon [or for some of you that is also known as the Songs of Songs]. This epic love poem attributed to Solomon, either written by Solomon or commissioned by Solomon, is not the only, but it is perhaps the most poignant body of love poetry in Jewish and Christian scripture. Some call it erotic; others celebrate it as passionate. 


And it is not meant to be left for just private readings, as a part of marriage counseling, or as a reading at a wedding. While it is healthy to limit our public expressions of love, in prudence and humility, love is not meant to be a hidden and private thing; in the same measure faith should not be a private or hidden.


Love is that expression of our personal self, which is keenly focused on the celebration of an other, one another, and especially the enjoyment and celebration of God. Love needs to be expressed in our community, in our fellowship and especially in our worship. All of love, because if we believe what is written in the epistles of John, God IS love; and therefore even the very personal love we share with each other, with those dearest to us, need to be shared also with God.


So, as we regard love – through the words in scripture or our own experience in life – we encounter this gift of God with the kind of awe, and reverence, and celebration that is presented in the Songs. 


James wrote to the church offering this same advice, to stop portioning one part of life for religion and another part of life for everything else. James is wholly holisitic, calling us to see God’s presence in every part of our live; that Christ came to transform and redeem every part of who we are, and who we claim to be. James calls us to authenticity and to take God personally; to take ourselves seriously, and encounter love and faith meaningfully, and not in a way that can be dismissed casually lie a Sunday bulletin. 


This coming together should be meaningful, as meaningful, even more meaningful, than our coming together for other celebration and events, or the gatherings we have at our dinner table with our family, or the meaningful embrace of love we share in the personal life of our marriages. If the church is truly the bride of Christ than should we regard this time we spend together as the church Sunday by Sunday as something more deeply personal, uplifting, and transforming like the celebration that should be the fellowship in our marriages, and romantic relationships; deeply anticipating the other, and not simply seeking self-satisfaction.


 When it comes to God’s gifts, we can look at all that God gives us, and in reply say, “Well, I guess I owe ya . . . so what do you want?” But James diverts from the line of thinking that would have us imagine God standing over us like a merchant seeking some return on an investment. In Shakespeare’s “the Merchant of Venice” Shylock gives a loan with the guarantee of a ‘pound of flesh’ from the loan guarantee, and then plots to gain the painful flesh in spite for all the injury he has suffered over the years. God is not looking for that kind of retribution; but asks for recognition as we celebrate our lives, and celebrate in our lives, and as we live and love and move and have our being to see and rejoice that God has given us life, and everything else in it, and to honour God in all that we are. 


But how can we honour God, and celebrate all that God has given us. Because, while James tells the Church that it needs to be about these things; being authentic in faith, not simply those who know about what God has said and done, but truly those who take what they know and practice as best they can, giving God the benefit of the doubt, or better yet simply trusting, believing through action what God declares in His Word.


It is to the ‘how’ that we seek after Christ; for Christ came that we might have a means of truly drawing closer to God. Jesus offers us - in both flesh and spirit - a way, the only way, to come to God. Yet in Christ teachings we see not only the way but also the manner. 


When Jesus is continually confronted by the sacrificial and sacramental Pharisees, and Jesus and his disciples are challenged by them, Jesus turns the Pharisees’ practices back against them. In our reading today the argument surrounds washing. For the Pharisees washing was significant and sacred, a physical cleanings of person and objects in the approach to the worship of God, or even the living of life. 


So the Pharisees point to Jesus that his disciples have not gone through any ceremonial washing before sitting down to their lunch. Jesus turns the finger to point back at the Pharisees, asking them to see how meaningless their rituals and ceremonies have become. Jesus is not against hand washing. Jesus is against calling anything Holy on the outside and it having no meaning on the inside. Jesus is against calling it faith on the outside, and having faithlessness on the inside.

Jesus cracks the nut in the shell of Pharisee worship, calling on those gathered their to be more than the answer to Isaiah’s prophecy; ‘These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.’ 


You see, I could stand here and offer a load of commandments, do this and don’t do this to live a Christian life, but if it all has no meaning for you than what’s inside you, who you are never changes, and you will not only be idle in your faith, but you will be drawn in acting against faith in God.


Being faithful to God is more than offering the write prayers, performing the right ceremonies, observing the right observances, reading the right books, or hearing the right preachers.


You have been given so many abilities, and resources, and opportunities, but these in themselves are not truly the gifts of God. We have been given the world, the universe, yet these things will pass away. Yet when opportunity and ability and resource are drawn together in the midst of creation through our love for God it is WE, the Church, that are truly the gift of God. 


You are God’s gift . . . to everybody. What God has brought together in you he has not brought together in any other creature or in any other person, and it is not the outward perfection that the world sees that is detrimental to your salvation, but the truly the inward humble will to be perfected, to be made clean, that fulfills you as this gift of God. In this way, everything that comes out of you, that results in your life, will be clean and pure – not because you will it to be that way – but because through you the love of God is being offered.


And the world needs that love; that love and cleansing that is meant to come through the church. We are God’s people, God’s children, God’s beloved and the people who seek always to ensure that God’s love is known, is celebrated in this age and an in all the ages to come. May God be praised, Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 797 Shall we gather at the river

  

             

{overhead}
Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Bible Study: Opening and planning session on Tuesday September 17th at 10am, The Manse in Beersville. New ideas are VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Summer special Services –Thank you every one who participated, helped plan, and were involved in the special summer service through the summer.  
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Joint Session - a meeting may be held September 28th 2012. Elders are asked to make contact with their clerks and discuss what needs to be discussed at this meeting so an agenda can be set.

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
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Stay awake and pray for
strength against temptation,
The spirit is strong, but the
body is weak,

disciples falling asleep in Mark 14:38,
well.. the story never felt so real as it
did this Sunday.



Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments CANADA: Sharing culture and Christ in a common language Almanarah Presbyterian Church in Mississauga, Ontario is an Arabic-speaking congregation serving people from a variety of Middle Eastern backgrounds. Members work to support new immigrants to Canada, helping them face their unique challenges through free family counseling, encouragement and spiritual support. On ‘Cultural Day’, people share their heritage through food, music and mementos. This event allows participants to show pride in their culture, and feel that it is recognized and appreciated by others. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing provide Arabic-speaking people in Mississauga with a place where they feel supported and accepted as they worship God in their own language.
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