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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 18

September 30th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Tuesday at 10am at the Manse in Beersville. New members always welcome. 

 Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in October}

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

The Lord’s Supper – Next Sunday [and the Sunday following] we will share in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Let us come together as family in Christ during this season of Thanksgiving.

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
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Call to Worship  {overhead} Welcome to our family
Welcome to the family. We’re glad that you have come
To share your life with us, as we grow in love and,
May we always be to you - what God would have us be
A family always there; to be strong and to lean on.

May we learn to love each other, more with each new day
May words of love be on our lips in everything we say
May the Spirit melt our hearts and teach us how to pray
That we might be a true family

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 682 Just as I am

BoP 394
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 19 [BoP 622] 

1    The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handywork.
2    Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.
3    There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.
4    Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
5    Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.
6    His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
7    The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
8    The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9    The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10    More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
11    Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
12    Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults.
13    Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.
14    Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 29 Praise him, Praise him

Scripture Readings:

            OT – Numbers 11:4-29

4And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? 5We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic: 6But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes. 7And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium. 8And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baken it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. 9And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. 
10Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased. 11And Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me? 12Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their fathers? 13Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat. 14I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. 15And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness.
16And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee. 17And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone. 18And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 19Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days; 20But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have despised the LORD which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt? 21And Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month. 22Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them? 23And the LORD said unto Moses, Is the LORD’S hand waxed short? thou shalt see now whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not.
24And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the tabernacle. 25And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease. 26But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp. 27And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. 28And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them. 29And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the LORD’S people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them! 30And Moses gat him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel.
KJV

P ________________

4The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”
7The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8The people went around gathering it, and then ground it in a handmill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into cakes. And it tasted like something made with olive oil. 9When the dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down.
10Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance to his tent. The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 11He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me? 12Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their forefathers? 13Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right now—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.”
16The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.
18“Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!” Now the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—because you have rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”’”
21But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give them meat to eat for a whole month!’ 22Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them?”
23The LORD answered Moses, “Is the LORD’S arm too short? You will now see whether or not what I say will come true for you.”
24So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the Tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again.£
26However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. 27A young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”
28Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, my lord, stop them!”
29But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’S people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” 
NIV


       Epistle – James 5:13-20

13Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. 19Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
KJV

13Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
17Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.
19My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, 20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 624 Blest are they

      {Overhead}

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 9:38-50

 38And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. 39But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 40For he that is not against us is on our part.
41For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 42And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 43And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 44Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 45And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 46Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 47And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 48Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 49For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 50Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.
KJV

38“Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”
39“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40for whoever is not against us is for us. 41I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.
42“And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. 43If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.£ 45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.£ 47And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48where
    “‘their worm does not die,
    and the fire is not quenched.’£
49Everyone will be salted with fire.
50“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”
NIV

Sermon: A family of prophets

Week by week we get together here and I share stories during the children’s time about the simple and practical signs of love and hope and faith and joy and mercy and peace and all those other gifts of God’s love that we can achieve every day of our lives.


Some of these stories come out of examples found in the bible, others are little folk tales and proverbs, and some of them true; and all of them point to open honest expressions of God’s presence in our lives.


 Sigmund Freud once said that ‘Being entirely honest with oneself is a good exercise.’ It is a good exercise, but how often do we exercise self-honesty about God’s presence in our lives. And if we struggle with self-honesty about God, how strong are we with being outwardly honest about God in our lives; even with those who are closest to use, even with those we should be able to trust.


The bible does not glosses over those ironic dynamics of communities. Big, small, seemingly democratic or aristocratic, the bible tells the story of the living God moving through people’s lives in almost every family and community dynamic imaginable. Problems in the small family? The Bible tells it. Arguments between neighbours? The bible tells us. The hardships of being king, queen or any other position of power? The bible gives us the inside track. 


Moses was hoisted from exiled murderer, to lead prophets and voice-piece of God before the nation of Israel. Quite a rise to power – to tell the whole story it was a rise to power, followed by a fall, followed by a rise – and the story does not stop with him becoming a ruler and that’s the end of it. Moses story is about living as a leader in a community literally, on the move [but going nowhere]. 


Moses wasn’t always glad to be in his position either. From the very beginning, Moses argues with God, questioning God’s judgment; and it’s an honest argument. This is not the argument of someone being smug or even falsely humble. Moses was a man who had belong to the aristocracy over the slave-people Israel, he murdered someone, he fall to have no position whatsoever and became a vagabond in the desert, then began herding sheep. So first Moses argues whether he’s fit for the position at all, and when he finally accepts God’s choice, he finds the position to be SO huge that it is impossible.


And it is impossible. It is impossible for one man to do everything, run everything, deal with everything, get to everything. It seems to take Moses a while to figure this out. I am sure that Moses is reminding you of certain people, in your lives , in your family, maybe in your church; they seem to be involved in everything, at everything, leading everything. In the day-to-day world we call them ‘busy-bodies’, in the organization and management world they are called ‘micro-managers’. And for the most part they are high candidates for burn-out, and other exhaustion/fatigue related problems.  


Moses comes to realize that, and in the course of Moses’ story we find out that he had to be re-taught this lesson a few times. Like us Moses can be hard-headed, hard-hearted, and stubborn. Yes, this gives him a persevering spirit, but it causes him to struggle with more than God intends to carry.


And this may be your story too, or perhaps the story of someone you know or even someone you love. And when they have this weight upon their shoulders and they have no outlet, no support, they begin to develop some very unhealthy coping mechanisms. To handle the stress, some people turn to alcohol, which is why so many executives and managers are what are known as ‘functional alcoholics’, or perhaps they use harder substances and drugs. In the end these unhealthy practices cause them to lose their ability to govern and lead, they become physically ill, or the substance and the addiction cause worse harms.


Moses is heading down that path, when God points out to Moses that he has a huge support staff, that there are people all throughout the people of God who are capable of doing all sorts of things. 


Among the people there are elders, and even then they were elders of all ages. Some readings seem to indicate there may have been some women elders among them, but it seems these were mostly men. They were not all of them old, but all of them were recognized for gifts of discernment, of being good judges of both people and situations, of offering good pastoral support, and by being honest and trust-worth.


Often the best leaders are not those to take power, but by those who are hoisted to their positions by the world around them. And these elders were finally recognized by the work-a-holic Moses, and he calls a council together.


But something interesting happens, because when the council is called, not all the elders show up.


When I call a session meeting, and our elders come together – elders just like the ones mentioned in the bible – not all of our elders show up. And in the vast majority, most times they do not show up for very good reasons, sometimes they are ill, but often it is because they are involved in another activity, somewhere else in the community.


They are no less a part of the group, or a part of the session. And their outside work is connected, by a spiritual connection to the work of the whole body of the session. In the same way, not all of our elders attend the regional meetings either for the Presbytery, or Synod, or even the General Assembly; but are spiritually connected to everything going on there, as the courts of our church are connected to the ongoing work in the midst of the community.


The prophetic work of the church may be led by the people with named positions - Minister, elder, manager, trustee – but it is shared by everyone, and it is not exclusive to these named positions. You may have things to do in this community that look a lot like what I do sometimes. I am not the only person who can go to people’s houses and read bible verses, or pray with people when they are sick or upset, or have bible studies, or lead hymn sings. I might have all the gifts needed to do those sort of things, but I am not the only one God has so gifted. I might have authority over certain events and be name and recognized as a leader, but I am not the only prophet.


Word came to Moses that there were some of the elders - Eldad and Medad - who were not attending the meeting, but were out in the camp of God’s people prophesying, and after hearing what messages they were speaking, Moses not only allowed them to continue but showed support for them. Moses said “I wish that all the LORD’S people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”


The same sort of situation arose when Jesus was out with his disciples. A man, who was not one of the twelve or even one of the seventy, was driving out demons in Jesus name. The disciples seemed offended by this, as if their authority was in question; their authority which did not exist except for Christ. 


So Jesus corrects their thinking, pointing out the goal of his teaching was not to put one or two in power, or positions of leadership, but so that all can share in the faith.

 I would prefer it if anyone and everyone here had all the authority to conduct sacraments, and was confident in leading prayer, or administering care to the sick and imprisoned. I do love the fact that I am not the only person who can step into this pulpit, and very pleased that I am not the only one who can say a few words abut scripture.


I make it a goal to try an put myself out of a job by making you feel more and more empowered about your faith. To turn you all into a family of prophets; into a priesthood of all believers as the Apostle Peter wrote.


But I by myself is not enough to be a church, that is what we are when we are all together, when our skills and gifts are brought together. That is what today’s exercise is all about. To see how vast and amazing the gifts of our church really are, and to bear those gifts, even for a little while, so that we know with what strength that we go to serve

God. Not along, but with the fellowship of faith, this family of prophets, as we serve Christ; our prophet, our priest, our Lord. 

{Additional notes}

Every parent wishes that their child will turn out well: that they will be happy, have some measure of success, maybe raise a family, maybe do notable good deeds in the community, even in the world. More than just wealth and possessions, we want our children to have good live, just as we want to have good lives ourselves and honour those hopes and dreams of our parents.


When God put among the first of the ten commandments, right up there with having no other god but God, “Honour thy father and thy mother” this was about something more than simple obedience, but really living out your life in a way that would bring your parents joy, and make them smile. 


And while there are those parents out there that seem impossible to please, and therefore equally impossible to honour, there is another whole class of parent that are impossible to honour for another, sadder reason. I am speaking of those parents who have become so detached from their children and from their families that no one knows how to honour or respect, because in honouring someone we need to have a sense of the source of joy in their lives.


Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 477 Thy hand, O God, has guided

 

BoP 306

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Open my eyes Lord {Correction}

Open my eyes, Lord; I want to see Jesus.

To reach out and touch Him, To show Him I love Him

Open my ears, Lord, And help me to listen

Open my eyes, Lord, I want to see Jesus 
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