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Service of Worship

September 6th 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 6 Father I adore you 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 92 It is well
Responsive Reading: Psalm 146

1    Praise the LORD.£
    Praise the LORD, O my soul.
2    I will praise the LORD all my life;
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
3    Do not put your trust in princes,
    in mortal men, who cannot save.
4    When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
    on that very day their plans come to nothing.
5    Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the LORD his God,
6    the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them—
    the LORD, who remains faithful forever.
7    He upholds the cause of the oppressed
    and gives food to the hungry.
    The LORD sets prisoners free,
8    the LORD gives sight to the blind,
    the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down,
    the LORD loves the righteous.
9    The LORD watches over the alien
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10    The LORD reigns forever,
    your God, O Zion, for all generations.
    Praise the LORD.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 592 I, the Lord of sea and sky
Scripture: OT – Proverbs 22:1-23

1    A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.
2    Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the Maker of them all.
3    A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.
4    Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honour and life.
5    In the paths of the wicked lie thorns and snares, but he who guards his soul stays far from them.
6    Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
7    The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.
8    He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, and the rod of his fury will be destroyed.
9    A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.
10    Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended.
11    He who loves a pure heart and whose speech is gracious will have the king for his friend.
12    The eyes of the LORD keep watch over knowledge, but he frustrates the words of the unfaithful.
13    The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside!” or, “I will be murdered in the streets!”
14    The mouth of an adulteress is a deep pit; he who is under the LORD’S wrath will fall into it.
15    Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.
16    He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich—both come to poverty.
17    Pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I teach,
18    for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.
19    So that your trust may be in the LORD, I teach you today, even you.
20    Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge,
21    teaching you true and reliable words, so that you can give sound answers
to him who sent you?
22    Do not exploit the poor because they are poor and do not crush the needy in court,
23    for the LORD will take up their case and will plunder those who plunder them.

            Epistle – James 2:1-17

1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?
8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”£ you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,”£ also said, “Do not murder.”£ If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
Hymn:  BoP 437 Take time to be holy
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 7:24-37

24Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre.£ He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. 25In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil£ spirit came and fell at his feet. 26The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.
27“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”
28“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”
29Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”
30She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.£ 32There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.
33After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “EphphathaEphphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). 35At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.
36Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
Sermon: The sayings of the wise

 It was a man named William Temple, who himself never saw the end of the Second World War, who said, “We (Christians in war) are called to the hardest of all tasks: to fight without hatred, to resist without bitterness, and in the end if God grant it so, to triumph without vindictiveness.”

The reason I turn to this quote from Temple is the context of today’s reading from the gospel, indeed from the Psalm and the Epistle as well. We don’t often think about what was going on in the world around what we read in the Bible. It is an interesting study to take the timeline of world cultures and line them up; for while the Romans believed the whole world centered on Rome, empires in the Chinese East, the African south, the far north Slavic regions, and even the American Inca would have a different story to tell. 

We are a people of many stories, and now in our world where information and communication have merged into a single stream of endless data where are in an age where muddling through of fact, fiction, myth, legend, philosophy and faith will preoccupy not only this generations; much as it did during the invention of the printing press and its streams of text books and newspapers.

There are many stories and many of them are not told until the whirling winds of propaganda spin around the vortex of storming war. Our own teachings of the church make war a deplorable act , as martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906–1945) said “The church knows nothing of a sacredness of war. The church that prays the “Our Father” asks God only for peace.”

Where is our prayers for peace and what form do they take in today’s conflicts and the horrible humanitarian crisis that is not building on the other side of the world it is coming to our doorstep and the church needs a better answer than the one we have often given. We have become far too calloused to the sadness of others, simply because it is on the other side of the world, or that it rises from a region that has always known war. 

Jesus, speaking to a crowd, was confronted with a Syrian Phoenician woman – she is not given a name  by the text – and Jesus speaks to this woman, who is obviously in distress in terms that one cannot help but remark at being rude. In no uncertain terms Jesus calls the woman a dog. In that day and age it went over as well as it would today one would assume. Why would Jesus use such a term to speak to anyone, let alone a woman from Syria? 

Scottish poet Robert Burns wrote that, “Man’s inhumanity to man, Makes countless thousands mourn.” Is this such an inhumanity? Is Jesus treating this woman as something less than human? No, given everything else Jesus does, it makes no sense for him to diminish her in such a way. Instead Christ gives her the label that many in the crowd around we giving her, and as he heard the hearts of the crowd and knew their spirits, he knew that by her defense she would show the scoffing Jews to be the inhuman dogs, not her. 

God often lays traps of kindness to ensnare the cold-hearted, that our bold self righteousness might be tempered into charity. So it should not surprise us that Christ wisely draws out a display from a woman who by the crowds understanding should have no faith at all. 

In the days of the old kings of Israel the kingdom surrounding Nineveh as the Syrian Empire which rose in military strength to take on the Hittite Empire in what is today Turkey and to hold at bay the Babylonian Empire in what is today Iraq & Iran & Kuwait. The woman was treated badly by the Jews because her nation had conquered the Israelites some two hundred years before. But the Syrians were in turn overwhelmed by the Babylonians, but within a few generation they were in turn conquered by Persians.  Israelites – stuck – the middle of this, many driven into exile from their traditional homeland, grew in animosity against all these nations, especially the nation that had started it all [so it seemed], Syria, specifically Phoenician-Syrians. Our reading from the Proverbs today began with these words: “A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.” Perhaps in the light of these week in the news we should offer this unnamed woman in the bible the name, Reham. The child she is in distress over is not a Galib and Aylan, but to her would have been as dear as the little boys who drowned by the shores of Kos this week. This is a desperate woman who would risk going into a crowd of people who did not want her around in order to get help for her children.

The Jews had a racial hatred because of the wars fought long in the past. Was this woman a warrior that she garnered such hatred from the Jews, or a member of the royal family of Syria? This was a racial hatred wrought from war, but allowed to fester as a sore for generations. Jesus confronts that racism in giving the woman more than what she came seeking. She sought healing for her children; Jesus offers healing to the nations.

He allows her to show her faith. He challenges her resolve and shows that she is above the hatred and the scoffing of the Jews. The Jews can call anybody anything they want, but the truth of this mother’s hope cannot be masked. She believes in not only Christ’s teaching and the healings he performed, but she believes in God over all and that faith that she grasps to is even stronger than her hope for healing for her child. And that faith grants her the wisdom to speak the words, so criptic yet so perfectly appropriate, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”

The book of proverbs arises out of a tradition that developed during the reign of king Solomon, but was shared throughout the world. Egypt would soon after Israel develop wisdom traditions of their own, then Greece and eventually the east as well. Did these writings spur the world into seeking wisdom and eventually developing the genres of philosophy we study and admire today. Study and admire, but we still do not hold to them as we should.

One of the most famous passages from the proverbs was a portion of today’s reading: “Train/teach a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” An important passage for the Sunday before the start of school in this province. 

The words of wisdom that are offered in Proverbs are the same sort of words that we look for when tripping on what to say in a tough situation. We have the text in God’s word to turn to when a=our hearts are too hard or self-righteous to hear the holy Spirit speaking words into our lives, or when fear keeps us from offering the healing and hope we need to give to those in need; those who are in our own neighbourhoods, and those who are on the other side of the world.

Can we solve the problems of the world with these wise words. No sadly, even after over two thousand years of trying we have not figured out how to turn the words of God’s perfect peace into an earthly peace, but maybe need to do more to use these words of wisdom and peace in our own households first. 

 17    Pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I teach,
18    for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.
19    So that your trust may be in the LORD, I teach you today, even you.
Leighton Ford, a ministry and missionary leader wrote: “The wars that rage within the world are a reflection of the wars that rage inside people.” We might like to say that the wars in the middle east have nothing to do with us, they are not about our religion, the are not our people. Do you in your heart call the participants of this war lions, carrion birds, or dogs? How do you feel about the victims, the refugees, the children of these wars? Is, as Leighton Ford suggests, ‘A war raging in us’ that mirrors what we are seeing in the world around us?


When we look for the road to peace, whether in our own households, or in the household of our denomination our faith or this world, that we look for this road on the roadmaps of God’s word and that we do so with at least a crumb of faith that our faith might be made into wisdom, that we will fulfill the will of God, and as the letter of James reminds us of Christ own words  

8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”£ you are doing right.

And James interprets them this way, and so the church should listen: “12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”

May we be a church that loves ourselves, and so raise our love of our neighbours to that same level, that no one may need for clothes or food or shelter. Let us do more than wish well upon the worst situations we see in the news, but let us make Christ known by being the ones who brought hope to the hopeless situations around us and in the world every day.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada has been at work helping Syrian Refugees for the past several years as Christ in the region have grown. PWS&D continues to work with national and international programs to see to the needs of refugees. They can be reached through the PCC website or at Church offices 1800 619-7301
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 249 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace

Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Proverbs 1:20-33, Psalm 116, James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Memorial Services Thank you everyone who came out and shared in the homecoming fellowship that are our summer memorial services.

Celebrations – There will be a special celebration for Warren Beers who is celebrating his 100th Birthday! Open house at his house, 2-5pm. All are welcome

Rexton Lions Nursing Home will be celebrating 40 years of Caring on Saturday, September 12th from 11-2.  We invite the community to celebrate with us with a BBQ, music, photo booth, and things for kids.  

There will also be a special coffee break in support of the Alzheimer Society on September 17th 9:30- 10:43am 

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Tom, Jean, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Alf, Andrew, Tyler & Robbie
Mission Moments September 8 is International Literacy Day In Guatemala, the Francisco Coll School was constructed in a landfill amongst shelters built by families trying to make ends meet by searching through the dump. With the support of Presbyterian World Service & Development, Francisco Coll is providing vulnerable boys and girls with a proper education in a secure environment. One student, Patricia Benavides, has recently graduated with an accounting certificate and plans to pursue a career as a public accountant or an auditor. In a letter thanking PWS&D for its support she says, “You will be always in my prayers and I will remember that thanks to you I am a girl who finished her studies. Please know that you have changed the life of this young woman.” 
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No, Sandy is not planning to make major wardrobe changes this fall
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