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The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 15

September 9th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Visiting Preacher – We are glad to welcome Marly to preach and lead in today’s worship.  

A special word of thanks - To everyone who attended and celebrate the 50th wedding celebration, much thanks and a wish for your continued blessings from Raymond And Nancy Perry. God Bless
Bible Study – Opening and planning session on Tuesday September 17th at 10am, The Manse in Beersville. New ideas VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Call to Worship  Be Glorified

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: songs 112 Blessed Assurance

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 84 [BoP 644] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 437 Take time to be holy
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – Proverbs 17:1-10

1    Better a dry crust with peace and quiet
    than a house full of feasting, with strife.
2    A wise servant will rule over a disgraceful son,
    and will share the inheritance as one of the brothers.
3    The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold,
    but the LORD tests the heart.
4    A wicked man listens to evil lips;
    a liar pays attention to a malicious tongue.
5    He who mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker;
    whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished.
6    Children’s children are a crown to the aged,
    and parents are the pride of their children.
7    Arrogant lips are unsuited to a fool—
    how much worse lying lips to a ruler!
8    A bribe is a charm to the one who gives it;
    wherever he turns, he succeeds.
9    He who covers over an offense promotes love,
    but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.
10    A rebuke impresses a man of discernment
    more than a hundred lashes a fool.

       Epistle – James 2:1-17

1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?
8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbour as yourself,” you are doing right. 9But if you show favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment!
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
Hymn of Illumination:  (overhead) God forgave my sin {Freely, Freely}
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 7:24-37

24Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. 25In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. 26The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.
27“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”
28“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”
29Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”
30She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.
33After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “EphphathaEphphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). 35At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.
36Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
Sermon: Dog food
I have started to get a little better about reading the labels of food products I buy. I have always tried to be aware of what I eat, even if I am not always careful. Yet, in trying to read the label, the calorie, fat and sugar counts; the list of ingredients, the names of some of those ingredients; well it makes me feel like a need a doctorate in medicine, chemistry and linguistics in order to buy groceries. Sometimes it is hard to figure out what I have been eating, or even if I have been eating food at all [my favourite is that label on the whip cream can that tells me I am eating a petroleum product; thank goodness there is sugar in their or I don’t what I would be eating].


I do have some admiration for the person or people who worked hard to get pet food labeled. Whoever it was that got the food label lobby going to make sure that dog food is labeled properly sure did there job right. There are things on a label of dog food that you will never find on a label of human food. Sometimes it even seems like the food the dog is eating is more food-ish than the ‘human’ food I am eating and feeding my family.


Ironically my son has taken to the occasional raid on the dog’s food dish and I am wondering if he might not be getting a better meal than some of the prepackaged food we sometimes feed him. At the rate David is growing, I really do wonder if he is eating a lot of dog food, given he seems to grow as fast as the dog did when she was a pup.


But when it comes to the way that dog food is mentioned in the bible it should be apparent that this is second class or lower; unquestionably less than left overs. No this is not ‘canine cuisine’ or ‘smoked salmon supreme’ [those are real labels on dog food bags folks], but the food scraps that could not be saved; the meat ends that were turning dry or worse, or the bones already stewed for their value as soup and stew stock. Food for the dogs was barely food at all.


So when the Syrian Phoenician woman self-identifies as a dog hiding underneath, waiting patiently at the Jewish people’s table, she offers a touching and powerful humility. Unlike the Jews around Jesus, who assumed they had a right to everything God would give, this woman came to Jesus with the attitude of receiving – not taking – what grace would be offered. 


It should be understood that the nations around the Jewish state had a long history, of picking apart and pulling down everything that the Israelites and Jews built up in each era of their history. 

David and Solomon unify and centralize the twelve tribes and create a concrete nation of the People of Israel. Yet the Hittites, Philistines, Egyptians, and Babylonians pick and raid, plant dissent, and eventually split the nation into northern and southern kingdoms. Within a few generations the northern nation is obliterated; obliterated by the ancestors of the Syrian Phoenician woman. It’s people left desolate, scattered and exiled, while foreigners reap the benefits of lands the people of Israel worked hard to cultivate, civilize, and homes hold the families of Israel’s enemies. And for generations this cycle would repeat, and repeat, even into the Roman era.


This woman would be seen a descendant of the pariahs, and herself akin to the current foreigners who were making life so difficult for the people in Israel at that time. This is a different relationship than the animosity between the Jews and Samaritans, or even between the domestic Jews and those who lived in regions of Greece and in Egypt; whatever connection to the Jewish faith this woman would seem to have, it would be seen as being gained at the hardship of the Jewish people – stealing the bread from their own table, so to speak.


The apostle James wrote to his letter to the group of congregations that were mainly of Jewish roots. James would have been writing to the people that would have criticized, even chastised, the Syrian Phoenician woman. So when James wrote what we read today, 

“If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbour as yourself,” you are doing right. But if you show favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. ” 

He was confronting the obstacles that people, who believe in God, put in front of people who do not yet believe in God. 

When you encounter someone who obviously needs Christ in their lives, who is lost, who is struggling, who expresses a need for faith and desires the healing that can only come from Christ, how do you respond?  


We, who believe, often put up unnecessary obstacles up for people who want to believe, who are seeking, who are trying but are not where we are in faith just yet. We put up barriers like, ‘you have to show up for church to learn about God’ WHY?! ‘You have to talk to the minister to know what the bible says’ WHY? Don’t you understand how intimidating it can be for a person to ask a minister or a priest a question like that?


And worst of all, when someone who is living in the darkness of doubt and fear, do Christians have the habit of bringing up their past, their sins, and leaving that weight on them when we should be telling them how Christ came to take all that sin away.


 Jesus didn’t call the woman a dog because Jesus is a big meany who likes to insult people. Jesus confronted the woman to make sure everyone else there could see what real faith, faith that did not have a basis in ancestry, or in memorization of bible books, or in logical rhetorical reasoning, but faith in God that was truly transformative, and in answer to that faith Christ Jesus answered that woman’s prayer, reached into her life, forced the demon from her daughter’s life. 


And if that was the scrap from the people of God’s table, than that is all the morsel I need too, that is what we need to be asking for. 


Oh, we can get so caught up in the heavenly feast, and the vast measure of succulence and supply that awaits we faithful in heaven. Our visions of heaven can be so much about Gold and pearls and jewels and relatives and plenty, that we forget about God. But heaven is supposed to be all about God, our life as a congregation is supposed to be all about God; not budgets, or buildings, or even the numbers in the pews. 

In each account of Jesus healing people we encounter Jesus giving to those who feel they have nothing left, and not to those who believe they have it all figured out. Jesus reaches into the lives of those who are seeking after God on God’s terms, not by their own measure of, logic and balance and right and wrong. 

And the more that we believe in this way, and hold up our faith in God through Christ Jesus – who is our way; the more people will seek to know God through us, and come to know God through us in the faith we SHARE in the living Lord.

It might not seem like much, this faith of ours. It might not seem much more than dog food, when it comes to feeding the soul, but Jesus proved that whatever the amount of faith, so long as it is true, that faith can show the glory, the power, the love of God.

To God be the glory, now and always. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: (overhead) Those who wait on the Lord

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
We are called together, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We area fellowship of the faithful; sharing faith. If you are visiting or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you’ to celebrate your gifts and joys as you grow your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Visiting Preacher – We are glad to welcome __ to preach and lead in today’s worship.  

Memorial Service – TODAY!! 2:30pm August 26th, St. James Beersville 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Bible Study – Opening and planning session on Tuesday September 17th at 10am, The Manse in Beersville. New ideas VERY welcome!!

Events planning & Fellowship – {looking for dates/place to have this meeting in September}

Bible School in Clairville – Will start up Wednesdays this coming fall.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Next Week’s Services:
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9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: CANADA: Shepherding in Manitoba Elders at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Thompson, Manitoba are called ‘shepherding elders’.  They are very active in the church, and spend a lot of time visiting and praying for the families under their spiritual care. They develop deep connections and build relationships so that everyone feels part of the larger church family. Their ministry helps the church to care for people in the congregation who may not make it to church regularly. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help St. Andrew’s to strengthen relationships and build a friendly and supportive faith community in Thompson.
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