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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent 

March 10h 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Rev. Sutherland is in Port Elgin today seeing to their annual meeting their winter celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

Joint Session Meeting – Wed. March 13th at 7pm at Fillmore Trucking, Clairville

Booklet – Anthems and Dismissals This is our collection for this year of common calls to worship and dismissals to service. Please leave this copy in the pew today, one can be printed for you for devotion and worship at home. 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25. Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event & share the Love.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Maundy Thursday – A spiritual supper, and a meal of faith and fellowship, hosted at St. Mark’s Hall 6pm on Thursday, March 28th. Volunteers needed to cook some dishes.   

Good Friday {March 29th} will be hosted at St. Andrew’s, Clairville at 7pm. Readers  

BLMS –Thursday March 14th 7-9pm a special evening of music at Bonar Law in the theatre with local performers: Valerie Thompson, Wayne Hebert,  Matt Arsenault, and Michelle Warren Christ Daigle, The Teriault Family and Josee Vautour, & possibly Dave Harnett. Admission Door price & dessert/coffee all with donation/ ’give what you can’. Chime in on the celebration of Patrick Days & Please support your local high school, Proceeds to the school  

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Call to Worship You are my all in all
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 474 Take my life and let it be
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 32 [BoP 629] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me, this I know

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Joshua 5:9-12

9Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day.
10On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 11The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. 12The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan.
        Epistle – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 396 Softly & Tenderly

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 15:11-32

11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ 20So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
Sermon: The welcome home

There are many things that can be said about the story of the prodigal son. We can look at the dynamic between the fathers and the sons; one son strays, the other obeys. We can look at the relationship about the brothers, loyalty and duty verses selfishness and shame. And of course we can focus on the misadventures of the prodigal son, of his betrayal of his family, the follies of loose living, and the plummet these things cause into desperate living.


But, when we read the rest of the chapter, and we look at where in Jesus ministry this is being said. This story that Jesus tells comes from a collection of parables and lessons that Jesus offered as he was making his way through towns and villages to Jerusalem; where, as we read back in chapter thirteen, we read that Jesus fully anticipates that the authorities were waiting to arrest, prosecute, persecute and execute him.


Yet, in the face of all of this, Jesus offers a hopeful message. All of these parables, from chapter thirteen through to chapter eighteen, have one theme running through all the lessons that they offer. Jesus teaches about obedience, about kindness and generosity, about find God’s calling and purpose for you in your life, but most of all Jesus teaches us about grace; about God’s forgiveness. And that lesson is more than stories about divine justice, crime and punishment, or a set of rules/laws that govern right from wrong. 


In parables and lessons and arguments with the authorities, and the examples of the miracles he was performing, Jesus taught about grace. The grace we learn about from Jesus is not just that we should forgive, but what form the forgiveness should take. 


I think, that from the parable of the prodigal son, we can understand that this is one of the best, most universal lessons the bible offers concerning forgiveness. 


One of two sons asks for his inheritance, and to do this in that day and age would mean he was asking to be cut off from the family. He wants what he deserves by the right of his birth, and then he wants to leave his family behind.  To ones back on their family, to betray heritage is something we share in experience, it is what the church has experienced. 


This church helped to found this community, to support and guide families and now those families have taken what they could from it and have walked away. Some of these families have moved away, but many of them are on the doorstep still, engaged in selfish living, not passing on the values that has made this community strong because the people have come to take these values for granted. 


It is not a matter of who we are to blame for this. There is enough blame to go all around. I we are going to look at this parable as a lesson on forgiveness for us today, finding a way to point a finger and lay blame at this person or that group, we will find ourselves too busy laying blame to get to the real wonderful work of forgiving. 


The father in the story already has forgiveness ready and waiting when his wayward son returns. The way the story is told it seems that the father is waiting by the gate or looking out the window, and what loving parent wouldn’t. Seeing all the famine and hardship in the world around, he must have wondered how his lost son was dealing with all the troubles of the world. The father could not really go to look for his son, the son already regarded his father as dead. No the son had to come back to the household on his own terms.  

Have you ever made a mistake, and sought forgiveness? I am not talking simply of some little mistake, but the big hurts. Have you been hurtful? Mean spirited? Consider the nameless thousands of people who have contributed to your wealth, your well being. Here in Canada we owe word of apology to all the impoverished workers around the world who make our electronics, our clothes, our food, and we have not oppressed them in malice, but with our ignorance, and if our we in our society are going to become the kingdom of God then we need to come humbly for the world seeking justice, loving kindness, and walking more humbly with God, by walking humbly with our fellow human kind.  

But what about the world coming back to the church. Notice the father in this story; waiting at the gate, he does not ask, “Where have you been? What have you gone through?” He did not seek excuse or reason, or anything else, simply to embrace his lost son who hurt and abandoned him.

And if we are going to embody God’s love for us, that is the way we need to be with each other, and with those who are trying to come back into church fellowship. One of the biggest things that are keeping the young people of the world today from coming into a church and trying to be a part of the fellowship is the fear that they will be judged for their absence by people who have little to no sense of where they are coming from or what they have been through.

We need to really show the world, that God’s people are not in the business of judging, but of forgiving. The church building is, and should be a place where LOVE above all is keenly felt. 

And we need to be at our gates with arms opened in forgiveness, loving as God called us to love, with the same compassion that was in Christ when he took the cross for all our sakes; for the sake of our forgiveness. 

Let nothing separate God’s people from God’s love. Amen

May God be praised. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Communion for Palm Sunday and Easter
Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Jesus came into Jerusalem that he might celebrate the feast of God remembrance of his people, the Passover. But in God’s new covenant he did not pass over us to save us, but dwelt among us. 

We rejoice at the coming of the king, the arrival of the loving Shepherd, the entrance of the paschal [sacrificial] lamb, who came to take away the sin of the world.






They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
[Luke 13:29]
Invitation to the Lord’s Table:
[image: image1.wmf]The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!
Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!
The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

[image: image2.wmf]O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that in Jesus we must recognize that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

[image: image3.wmf]The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Communion Hymn

May we rise from this table a renewed people, born anew in the waters of our baptism, and refreshed and nourished in spirit, that our lives might strongly glorify the Lord in all of who we are. 

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 328 Stand up & bless the Lord

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Kingsfold] The Lord is with us {bulletin cover}
The Lord is with us, as we go

To seek the ones still lost

And lift them up in Jesus’ love

For he has paid sin’s cost.

From here we go to tell the world

Of all that God has done

And share the good news all around

That our salvation’s won

We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Rev. Sutherland is in Port Elgin today seeing to their annual meeting their winter celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

Joint Session Meeting – Wed. March 13th at 7pm at Fillmore Trucking, Clairville

Booklet – Anthems and Dismissals This is our collection for this year of common calls to worship and dismissals to service. Please leave this copy in the pew today, one can be printed for you for devotion and worship at home. 

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25. Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event & share the Love.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Maundy Thursday – A spiritual supper, and a meal of faith and fellowship, hosted at St. Mark’s Hall 6pm on Thursday, March 28th. Volunteers needed to cook some dishes.   

Good Friday {March 29th} will be hosted at St. Andrew’s, Clairville at 7pm. Readers  

BLMS –Thursday March 14th 7-9pm a special evening of music at Bonar Law in the theatre with local performers: Valerie Thompson, Wayne Hebert,  Matt Arsenault, and Michelle Warren Christ Daigle, The Teriault Family and Josee Vautour, & possibly Dave Harnett. Admission Door price & dessert/coffee all with donation/ ’give what you can’. Chime in on the celebration of Patrick Days & Please support your local high school, Proceeds to the school  

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for. Pray as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, Olivia Reidpath, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Brent Young, Grace, Orga, 
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment  Serving the Korean community The Korean Mission in Halifax, NS is the only PCC ministry in Atlantic Canada serving Korean immigrants and students. The congregation has 90 members (1/3 young adults) sharing a passion God’s word & doing God’s work.  The church’s choir participated in a gospel music night at Calvin Presbyterian Church in Halifax, singing in both Korean and English.  Faith Daley, Calvin’s choir director, writes “It was the highlight of the evening! The choir's enthusiasm and solid sound was inspiring and encouraging to all the other singers present, and a blessing to each one in the congregation.”  Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are helping NS Korean Mission to reach out in Halifax. 
