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ORDER OF SERVICE

Palm/Passion Sunday

March 24h 2013

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D 10 Hosanna, Hosanna [hosanna in the highest] 
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 157 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 31 [BoP 628] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 163 Tell me the stories of Jesus

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 50:4-9a

4    The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.
    He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.
5    The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears,
    and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.
6    I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
    I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.
7    Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.
    Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.
8    He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me?
    Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me!
9    It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.
    Who is he that will condemn me?
    They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.

        Epistle – Philippians 2:5-11

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6    Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
7    but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
    and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!
9    Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
10    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11    and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 178 When I survey the wondrous cross

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 19:28-40

28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30“Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’”
32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
34They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:
38    “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”{Psalm 118:26} 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”
40“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
Sermon: Our welcome 

The journey, staggered through the hill-towns and villages, was reaching its end. The old saying – one spoken even in that day – “All roads lead to Rome” might have been true enough, but Jesus road led him at last back to Jerusalem; the great Holy city of the Hebrew faith. 


Though many events of the years preceding these last steps into Jerusalem are now where recorded for us, from the time of Jesus baptism in the Jordan by John, through the calling of the apostles and the other disciples, the gospel of Luke walks us through many of Christ Jesus’ miracles and the words of his ministry; as he taught multitudes of people the meaning of God’s love and promises.


The words Jesus said, the way he stood up to authorities, and - of course - the miracles, all came together to draw together crowds wherever he went. We know the story of Zacchaeus, for when Jesus came through his town the crowds were so big he had to climb a tree to see the Lord. Or of the crippled  man, whose friend cut out a portion of the roof of the house where Jesus was staying to make sure their friend could be healed by Jesus. Jesus turned the word-games and tricks back on the Pharisees, publicly embarrassing them. Then there were the miracles; from healing the lame, to giving sight to the blind, feeding multitudes, or raising the dead. Jesus was known for putting on quite the show sometimes.


Jesus was a star attraction, and the news that Jesus was coming could draw them in from miles around.


So when it became known that Jesus was making for the city, especially after his latest teachings and miracles, the crowds gathered in as well. Oh, there were already many, many people in Jerusalem for the Passover festival, but when they heard Jesus was coming too they came out of the city gates. There was a growing sense of imperative with Jesus: “Is this truly the king of God’s people?”, “Are they going to arrest him this time?”, “Will he say something provocative?”

But then they see Jesus coming. 

And Jesus came to the Holy City of God as a king, but not like a Roman King or governor; with a great show of strength, and wealth, and power; high on a horse or some other tall beast. Instead Jesus rides on a small donkey’s back, a colt of a donkey. That meant that he was at eye level, at the same level as those who were gathered. This was not the march of a dominating tyrant warlord king, but of a servant king.

And then comes the welcome. And the welcoming of Jesus is what we celebrate on Palm Sunday. Welcome is that first part of hospitality that opens the door of our hearts as much as it calls on us to open the doors of our home. How well a person can show hospitality has – through all recorded history – been a good indicator of how trustworthy they are. 

A host has to trust that the guest will not betray, but it is always the guest who is at the disadvantage. They are the one who is vulnerable, and dependant on the graces of the host. The purpose of putting out a good welcome is to relieve some of those fears and anxieties in the guest. A good welcome says, “You are accepted here. Your needs will be met.” In other words, ‘Make yourself at home.’

Jesus didn’t come to inflict himself upon us or anyone else. It is wrong spirited and ineffective to present Christ in such a forceful way that someone should feel coerced into welcoming the Lord. Just as Jesus did not come marching into the city on the back of some great beast in front of some army, so we should not preach Christ as a looming threatening presence.

We are called upon, as God’s people to welcome Christ Jesus, openly and happily. For some of us. like the owner of the colt donkey, this may mean that we give of our possessions in order to welcome Jesus, because the ‘Master has need of it’ as the disciples said. For others it may mean, showing personal support in helping bring Jesus into the lives of others, just like the disciples who put their cloaks on the donkey’s back like a saddle blanket. Yet still we come to be a part of the multitude in welcoming the Messiah sent from God into the lives of all the world, waiving palm branches and laying them and also their cloaks down to make a highway through the desert, and a way for our God.

And just as Jesus entered Jerusalem, so also he enters into our lives. And we rejoice, we say Hallelujah as he comes into out lives. We rejoice as the crowd of people rejoiced. 

And according to the gospel of Luke the words of praise that welcomed Christ came first from the praise on the lips of the disciples. Luke tells us that it was they who first put up the shouts of praise. They sang out for the crowds to hear and take up, ““Blessed is the king {or blessed is He}who comes in the name of the Lord!”       

And I hope the disciples actions are an inspiration to us; because Jesus is still seeking to come into the lives of everyone around us, and people are simply looking for the way to welcome Christ in. Christ shows himself to be a loving, kind, gentle, caring, king to all people and all nations, but so many people to find the words of welcome. 

We need to be like the disciples and teach again the words of welcome, to teach the world to pray and to praise, and to show them in our lives as an example how to welcome the living & saving Christ Jesus our Lord into their lives. For if we do not lift up that praise to Christ and before the world, well then, as Jesus says, “Then even the stones will cry out.” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Maundy Thursday – A spiritual supper, and a meal of faith and fellowship, hosted at St. Mark’s Hall 6pm this Thursday, March 28th. Volunteers needed 

Good Friday {March 29th} will be hosted at St. Andrew’s, Clairville at 7pm. Readers are being sought and a list is posted. 

Easter Sunday Services at Zion & St. James include the celebration Lord’s Supper. Let us rejoice! The Lord Jesus Christ is Risen!!

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25. Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event & share the Love.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Spaghetti Dinner – April 6th in Clairville in support of the congregation of St. Andrew’s. Homemade sauce, yummy meatballs, fresh bread, and delicious dessert!

Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 
Thank you to all who supported the BLMS breakfast in Clairville yesterday.
Condolences – The prayers of the congregation are with the family and friends of Rita Richard [mother of Alcida Jones].  

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy Little,  Olivia Reidpath, Brent Young, Grace, Orga, Scotty, 
Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
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Communion for Palm Sunday and Easter
Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Jesus came into Jerusalem that he might celebrate the feast of God remembrance of his people, the Passover. But in God’s new covenant he did not pass over us to save us, but dwelt among us. 

We rejoice at the coming of the king, the arrival of the loving Shepherd, the entrance of the paschal [sacrificial] lamb, who came to take away the sin of the world.






They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
[Luke 13:29]
Invitation to the Lord’s Table:
The Lord Jesus Christ chose to humbly walk with us. He has come to dwell with us, to be with us in our lives. Through Christ we pray; In faith in Him our lives are healed; and through Him our sins are forgiven. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!
Jesus gave us the witness of his own words and actions, that we might speak and act, seeking understanding and purpose in God.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!
The only begotten Son of God has come, and facing the curse of our He sin conquered death, that we might know the Full measure of God’s love.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Yet the Apostle Paul also gives us this warning:

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
[1 Corinthians 11:23-29]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith:
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN
Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Lift the gifts of your Holy Spirit - humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance, and most of all love  - as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be renewed as a blessing in their use in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that in Jesus we must recognize that we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let feel the support of the communion of faith in the Church, as we are gathered with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
We are gathered by God to this table with the whole Church. We are gathered with all who proclaim Christ, name Him Lord, and in communion with all who rejoice before God in glory. 

In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus - on the night he was betrayed - took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take, eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16
We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup, After they had sup, and said: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; by them we declare the power and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of this sacrament of faith, and all the blessings we have received in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We rejoice that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s sacrifice, here recalled. O God, give us the grace to carry his words into the world in the way we live our faith, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen
Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him
Communion Hymn
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May we rise from this table a renewed people, born anew in the waters of our baptism, and refreshed and nourished in spirit, that our lives might strongly glorify the Lord in all of who we are. 

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 165 Thou didst leave Thy throne

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24  I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
[image: image2.wmf]Mission Opening hearts to refugees Fearing danger in her home country in Central Africa, “Alice” fled to Canada seeking peace and security.  Through Action Réfugiés Montréal’s Twinning program, she found friendship, support and compassion with Bianca, her Canadian twin. After over a year in Canada, Alice was granted refugee status, and thus protection from harm. While it took Canada more than a year to officially open its doors to Alice, Bianca had opened her heart in welcome long before that. In 2013, a new refugee determination system was put in place, making it much more difficult for refugees to receive a full and fair hearing.  Through education in churches, the media and with MP’s, Action Réfugiés hopes to bring about change.  Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help support and advocate for the rights of refugees in Canada. 

We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.
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