Eye for Eye
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[a] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
Love for Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[b] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Exodus 22:26-27

New International Version (NIV)

26 If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, return it by sunset, 27 because that cloak is the only covering your neighbor has. What else can they sleep in? When they cry out to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.
1 Corinthians 6:7-8

New International Version (NIV)

7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.
Exodus chapter 21 has a lot of laws for God’s people to follow.  Laws about servants: If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free, without paying anything. (vs 2)  Many laws on personal injury such as: “Anyone who strikes a person with a fatal blow is to be put to death.” (vs 12) If anyone uncovers a pit or digs one and fails to cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34the one who opened the pit must pay the owner for the loss and take the dead animal in exchange.

35“If anyone’s bull injures someone else’s bull and it dies, the two parties are to sell the live one and divide both the money and the dead animal equally. (vs 33-35)

There is a law on injuring another person:

“If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurelye but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court allows. 23But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, 24eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.

26“An owner who hits a male or female slave in the eye and destroys it must let the slave go free to compensate for the eye. 27And an owner who knocks out the tooth of a male or female slave must let the slave go free to compensate for the tooth.
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unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own
people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
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7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely
defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8
Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers
and sisters.
Exodus chapter 21 has a lot of laws for God’s people to follow.  Laws about
servants: If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in
the seventh year, he shall go free, without paying anything. (vs 2)  Many laws
on personal injury such as: “Anyone who strikes a person with a fatal blow is
to be put to death.” (vs 12) If anyone uncovers a pit or digs one and fails to
cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34the one who opened the pit must
pay the owner for the loss and take the dead animal in exchange.
35“If anyone’s bull injures someone else’s bull and it dies, the two parties are
to sell the live one and divide both the money and the dead animal equally. (vs
33-35)
There is a law on injuring another person:
“If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth
prematurelye but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined
whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court allows. 23But if there is
serious injury, you are to take life for life, 24eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot, 25burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for
bruise.
26“An owner who hits a male or female slave in the eye and destroys it must let
the slave go free to compensate for the eye. 27And an owner who knocks out the
tooth of a male or female slave must let the slave go free to compensate for
the tooth.
This is what Jesus was referencing in the first part of the reading from
Matthew.  It was very easy to do unto someone else what they had done unto you.
 In verse 40, it says: “And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand
over your coat as well.”  I did a little bit of research into that.  We read
about lawsuits in the paper every day, or hear about them on the news.  Most of
these frivolous lawsuits come from the US.  In America, it seems that you can
sue almost anyone for anything now.  There is a proposed federal class-action
lawsuit naming Gov. Chris Christie and the state of New Jersey as defendants in
the George Washington Bridge lane-closure scandal, citizens of San Diego have
filed a suit in state court over the buildup of sea lion poop, and a woman in
Florida is suing Walmart for selling her a dress three years ago that she
claims gave her heart palpitations and a severe rash and marked the end of
marital relations between her and her husband.  We do have a few strange ones
in Canada, but there are limitations in place that prevent most of them from
getting out of hand.  A New Mexico jury awarded a woman 2.86 million when she
spilled hot coffee from McDonald’s onto her lap.  Something similar happened in
Quebec a few years ago, but the woman was given a little over $12,000 to cover
damages.
With all of these strange lawsuits now, would it have been so strange to sue
someone and claim their shirt in Jesus’ time?  1 Corinthians 6:7-8 makes a
reference to lawsuits in that time period: 7 The very fact that you have
lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not
rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves cheat
and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.  It was common to
take the shirt from someone if they were unable to pay a debt.  Garments in
that time period were very valuable.  Everything was crafted by hand.  The
shirt wasn’t just hand-sewn, but they were also woven by someone.  No machines
involved.  My boys are sporting some new hats that I made for them.  Granted,
I’m not sitting down and knitting for 8 hours a day, but they took me a long
time to make.  This is why lots were cast for Jesus’ garments at the
crucifixion, they were valuable.  If we read further into Exodus, in chapter
22, we see a reference to taking someone’s cloak: 26 If you take your
neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, return it by sunset, 27 because that cloak is the
only covering your neighbor has. What else can they sleep in? When they cry out
to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.
Let’s go back now and look at Jesus’ words: 40 And if anyone wants to sue you
and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.  Giving someone your coat (or
cloak) would be giving them what you use to sleep in, what kept you warm at
night.  Even up until the middle ages, you could demand every piece of clothing
from someone, save from their overcoat or cloak.  The cloak was important
because it was the most protective garment.  Jesus is saying that if someone is
so desperate to take the shirt from your back, give them the cloak as well.
 All of this leads into the next part of Jesus’ sermon, about loving your
neighbours. An Armenian nurse had been held captive along with her brother by
the Turks. Her brother was slain by a Turkish soldier before her eyes. Somehow
she escaped and later became a nurse in a military hospital. One day she was
stunned to find that the same man who had killed her brother had been captured
and brought wounded to the hospital where she worked. Something within her
cried out "Vengeance." But a stronger voice called for her to love. She nursed
the man back to health. Finally, the recuperating soldier asked her, "Why
didn’t you let me die?" Her answer was, "I am a follower of Him who said, ’Love
your enemies, do good to them which hate you’" (Luk_6:27). Impressed with her
answer, the young soldier replied, "I never heard such words before. Tell me
more. I want this kind of religion."
It’s easy to love those who love us.  It’s easy to get along with those who are
our friends, who share common interests.
Corrie Ten Boom, a Dutch Christian who along with her father and other family
members helped many Jews escape during the Nazi Holocaust during WWII wrote
this  in the book, Reflections of god’s Glory (page 69), wrote, “In Africa a
man came to a meeting with bandaged hands. I asked him how he had been injured.
He said, “My neighbor’s straw roof was on fire; I helped him to put it out and
that’s how my hands were burned.
“Later I heard the whole story. The neighbor hated him and had set his roof on
fire while his wife and children were asleep in the hut. They were in great
danger. Fortunately, he was able to put out the fire in his house on time. But
sparks flew over to the roof of the man who had set the house on fire and his
house started to burn. There was no hate in the heart of this Christian; there
was love for his enemy and he did everything he could to put out the fire in
his neighbor’s house. That is how his own hands were burned.”
This is the love that Jesus wants us to have for everyone.  Think of the times
that someone that you didn’t think cared very much for you did something nice
for you.  Maybe there is something that you did without being asked, but
because your faith compelled you to do it.  How much better would the world be
if everyone had love like this in their hearts.

from the Leviticus reading
the dos and don'ts direct us to the final line in the reading 'love your
neighbour as you love yourself' which is what Jesus picks up when
stating which is the greatest commandment saying that to love you
neighbour as yourself is to fulfill the law of God to 'love the Lord
your God with all you heart and soul and mind'



What do you think of when you see a heart? (Hold up the heart.) Most of us would
probably say that when we see a heart, we think of love. Who do you love? Do you
love your parents? Do you love your brother or sister? How about your best
friend? Do you love your teacher? It is easy to love these people, because they
love us too.
Are there any boys or girls that are mean to you at recess? Has anyone ever said
something about you that was not true? Do you love those boys and girls? Should
we really be expected to love people who are mean to us, treat us badly, and
say ugly things about us? Well, let's listen to what Jesus told us to do.
One day Jesus was teaching out on a hillside. We call his lesson that day "The
Sermon on the Mount." In his sermon, Jesus said some things that really
surprised his listeners. "You have heard that you should love your neighbors
and hate your enemies," Jesus said. "But I say, love your enemies -- and if
someone does mean and hateful things to you, pray them."
Why should we love our enemies? Jesus said that when we love our enemies, we are
acting like children of God. If we only love those who love us, will God reward
us for that? If we are only kind to our friends, what is so great about that?
Everybody does that!
It isn't always easy to love your enemies, but there are some good reasons for
doing it.
•        It demonstrate the love of God to others.
•        It sets a good example for others to follow.
•        It turns enemies into friends.
Father, it is easy to love those who love us. Help us to love our enemies so
that they might know that we are your children. In Jesus' name we pray, amen.

