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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 1 – Aboriginal Sunday

Father’s Day

June 17th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

VBS – OverBoard!! – hosted at the Clairville Community Hall; July 2nd to the 6th; 9am to Noon, with a open house BBQ lunch on the 6th for all of us. We are looking for volunteer teachers, some kitchen help with snacks maker/bakers for the children. Please keep this ministry in your prayers. 
Communion Sundays – Through the month of June June 17th & June 24th 

Bible Study & Choir: Will having a fun filled fellowship time to round up this latest season of study on the evening of Monday, June 18th. hosted at Dave & Shelley’s Cottage on Wry Lane in Bass River.

Summer Memorial Services – As we look forward to the memorial services we will be having over the summer there may be some ideas for special music, speakers, and social events that we can have to add to these special homecoming events.  If you have been brain-storming please share your ideas.

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Church Growth Workshops –We will try to continue these chats through the summer. Watch for announcements of BBQs!!

Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Call to Worship  Father, we love you

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 489 Lord of light whose name and splendor

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 27 [BoP 627] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 412 Come, let us sing
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

15:34Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel.
16:1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed stands here before the LORD.”
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
12So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features.
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”
13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.

       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 263 Holy Spirit, hear us
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 4:26-34

26He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”
30Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. 32Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”
33With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.
Sermon: The apostle Paul’s letter to the church can be quite hard to deal with sometimes. They can be slow reading by times because of the way they build one idea on top of another; sometimes very quickly. Paul uses a method of making an argument – of giving his point-of-view – that was part of the whole body of rhetoric, where one idea is simply placed on top of another idea. When giving those ideas as a public speech this is a really effective way of building a case for your self or your idea. Let’s listen {not look right away} to the passage that was today’s reading to see how it works.

Paul says: {verse fourteen}“14For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”

See, if you agree to the first statement, then that should lead you to the second, and then to the third, and on and on until you agree to the whole statement. And that works pretty good for people sitting there listen to what is being said. And this tells us something about Paul’s letters too. Paul did not write these letters to have someone sitting in a corner with a stack of them, all by themselves, but to have them read out to a crowd of people. Simply the way he puts together his ideas and offers them to us tells us that Paul wanted his letters read to the whole church, so that what he was saying could be passed on to the whole church, so that people standing together could whisper to each other their thoughts about what they were hearing, so that the whole church could continue talking about it later on.

Just a warning to all the graduates who are getting ready for their post secondary educations; This is what happens. I have offered a point-of-view about what the reading today is saying, but I have not even talked about what the passage we read meant. 

Paul, puts these ideas on top of each other so that when people hear these ideas right beside each other they will make the important connection. 

It is not very likely that we would make the connection between Jesus dying and everyone else dying too, not on our own. And then Paul goes on to connect all of us facing death, die to become less self centred, and more Christ centred. 

Now if Paul had not stacked all these ideas together, would we have put them all together ourselves?

We make certain statements in the church about what we believe. These statements about belief are called creeds. When we have baptism, or like today, when we celebrate the Lord’s supper, we make a statement about what we believe. Perhaps the oldest statement – besides the ones written in the bible – is the Apostle’s Creed. Parts of that creed go all the way back to the beginning of the church, and really the Apostles Creed is simply the recognizing of really important things the bible tells us and putting those ideas all together. 

Given that it is father’s day, it is important to recognize that this practice of stating what parts of the bible we feel are most important to what we believe about Jesus go all the way back to a time and a group of church leaders called the ‘church fathers’. Many of the things they wrote have been saved, and passed down to us like the bible. They wrote to churches like the Apostle Paul wrote to churches, they wrote to each other, they wrote to politicians, and they taught the good news in Jesus Christ; even though some of them – many of them – face persecution and even death for doing this.

 We don’t always figure things out on our own. We need other people to help us understand what is true. 

We need people who know us, and know what we are like, to put things in a way that helps us make sense of things. I have seen scholars stuck on understanding an idea for years confronted by the way a child just learning to talk can display life and all its purposes with just a few words and gestures. And yet isn’t it also true that youth in the excitement of intellectual awakening are drawn to revere the experience of their elders. 

You, young and old, have been given the duty to encourage one another and challenge one another; to tell people what you believe and to listen to their beliefs as well. 

When Jesus was preaching he told stories, used metaphors, he made examples and sometimes those examples were hard to understand. Jesus told the stories and many people began to understand what Jesus was saying, but even Jesus was not going to go around to every person in a crowd of a hundred, or a thousand, or the crowd of five thousand. But Jesus told his disciples, and explained things out in much more detail to those who would listen most closely.

I know, some of you don’t get all I am saying [or writing]. Some of you started thinking about your lunch BBQ or plans with the kids or gardening five minutes ago. I know that. But some of you heard, and listened, and will hold onto what is shared so that you can share it too. Some people could not be bothered to be here today, but you have come together to hear God’s word [not my words, but what God is saying through me, or in spite of me]. 

And with our mustard seeds of faith and understanding, God scatters us as seeds upon a world to shelter the world with God’s loving grace. And as we are anointed to our purpose by the call of God’s Holy Spirit with each new dawn we can rejoice in what we know, and how we are growing in faith; for by faith we are being made into a new creation.

For Christ died that we might die to our own selfishness, and rise again from death to live not for ourselves but for everyone, and especially for Christ Jesus. You’ve heard people cry out that they are willing to ‘die for Jesus’, that they would just lay down their life for Christ; well the calling on all of us is not to die, but to live for Jesus, to live our lives fully for the Lord. You have been made a new creation through the death and the resurrection of Christ Jesus our Lord. Today you have been called to him in worship and to his table in fellowship. 

Come, and let us give thanks this day. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper [Communion]

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper:
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

They will come from the east and west, and from the north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 

[Luke 13:29]
We come to this table at Christ’s invitation, given in the grace of the Loving Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. The institution of this sacrament belongs to Jesus the Christ, for it is the memorial of Christ’s life, death, and the new life we share in Him.

In the words of the Apostle Paul, we declare this sacrament of our faith to draw from this truth: 

“the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

[1 Corinthians 11:23-26]
This holy meal is a gift to all who confess with heart, and mind, and soul, the living and eternal Christ Jesus is Lord; who by God’s grace and the Holy Spirit’s power, gives us the understanding to know God in faith. Let us then, offer God our confession of faith as we together declare . . . 

Confession of faith: [NBoP 539; BoP 616]
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN

Communion prayer:
Lord God of all mercy, we bring to this table our souls, humbled by your grace in all its signs. Our spirits are in need of the cleansing that can only come through Christ.
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Lord, hear our prayer and set us free.
Hear our cry for mercy, for we lift our eyes to the cross and see the cost of our salvation. Know our cry for peace as we lower our eyes in shame

Lord, hear our prayer and draw us together in peace.

O Lord, this is your table, and we come seeking your presence; let nothing separate the Lord God and His people. 

Set humility, goodness, kindness, self control, knowledge, perseverance and most of all love as signs to the world of our faith; as we seek to be more like Christ.

Lord, this bread is made from the grain that you caused to grow and this cup is filled with the fruitfulness of the vine you have sustained. You brought them to this table and now, O Lord, we pray that by your blessing this bread and cup will be blessed anew and used well in the special purpose you have for us in this sacrament.
Help us understand, that because of Christ Jesus we are made for more than ordinary purposes. Let us be surround by the communion of faith in Christ, as we gather with all who confess faith in Christ and seek His presence in their life.

O Father in Heaven, by your Holy Spirit, let us be drawn together with you because of Jesus, our Saviour and Lord; who was begotten, who was born, who lived and died, and who is risen, and who is coming again.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen

The Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper
In accordance with the teaching and direction of the good news in Jesus Christ, we do this:

The Lord Jesus,

on the night he was betrayed took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it and said: “Take eat, this is my body that is broken for you. This, you do, in remembrance of me.”

Bread distributed to all
When we break the bread it is the sharing in the body of Christ 






1 Corinthians 10:16

We eat the bread together
In the same way also Jesus took the cup,

After they had sup, and said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in remembrance of me”

The cup is shared
In remembrance, let us share the cup of the new covenant.

We drink the cup together
This bread and this cup are a proclamation; declaring the power and meaning and purpose of the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Now, go out into the world in peace. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God,

[image: image3.wmf]we give you thanks for the peace of this hour, and the blessing we have received in Jesus Christ. We thank you Lord that we are renewed in our spiritual bond to the whole of your Church through Christ’s body and blood. Give us the grace to carry his word into the world, as we are lifted up in all manner of being, because of Christ, through the Holy Spirit in your love:

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Amen

Commissioning Hymn: songs 76 Leaning on the everlasting arms

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
. 
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