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Epiphany - Transfiguration

February 10th 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

St. Andrew’s – This Monday, February 11th 

St. Mark’s – Sunday the 24th after worship at the church hall

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville

Bible Study: On hold until spring. A pamphlet on prayer will be released by the group for the use of the congregations and community. 

Call to Worship Spirit of the living God
Spirit of the Living God, now descend on me!

Spirit of the Living God, now descend on me!

Break me, shape me,  hold me, raise me

Spirit of the Living God, now descend on me!

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, move among us all;

Make us one in heart and mind;

Make us one in love:

Humble, caring, selfless, sharing.

Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love.

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 82 Come, let us all unite and sing
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 98 [BoP 652] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 479 Saviour teach me day by day

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Exodus 34:29-35


29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai.
33When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 34But whenever he entered the LORD’S presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.
        Epistle – 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. 14But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
1Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 70 Immortal, invisible, God only wise

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 9:28-43a

28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)
34While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.
37The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. 39A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 40I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.”
41“O unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.”
42Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. 43And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.
Sermon: A lifted veil
AH HA!

When I see that in your eyes, somewhere in the middle of a sermon, or during a pastoral visit, I tell you, if you want to make your minister’s day, don’t give me an Amen; I will take a ‘AH HA!’ over an ‘Amen!’ any day.


I am not looking for people to agree with me. It is not my business, as your minister, to convince you that my understanding of God is the right one. You might have a point of view that is far more valid and right than mine is. My ‘JOB’ - if you want to go so far as to call it that – my calling, my vocation as your minister is to help get you to the point in your faith when you can look at God’s Word and you can look at God’s world, you catch a glimpse of the whole reason that God put you on this earth, in this time, with these people. And that is the moment that you have a real ‘Ah Ha!’ moment.


Some people call these the ‘road to Damascus’ moments, but that is to put all the change event stories on one person. This awakening to the truth is the reoccurring things of scripture, and in that sense it is a call to all of us, not to be like Paul, to have the awakening in who we are; into who God calls us to be. It is the opening of the story of Noah, of Abraham, of Isaac his son, of Jacob, Joseph, the brothers who would become the patriarchs of the twelve tribes. This is the same kind of Moment that Moses has at the burning bush, that David understands when standing over the sleeping King Saul, That Samuel senses as he rests in the priest’s apartments near his master Eli. This is Elijah in the cave, and Elisha as he saw Elijah carried on the winging prayer of a fiery chariot; these are the epiphanies we are called to recognize as our examples. 


These people in the bible did not have some new experience, as much as they were awakened – their attention was drawn to see what was really true, not only about themselves, and the world around them, but most of all what is true about God.


A man had a son who was taken with fits. We do not know how old he was, only that he was still a child. And in searching the land for some hope of a cure, he had come to the disciples of Christ. 

At the beginning of chapter nine we read that Jesus empowers his disciples to drive out demons and cure diseases, and then sends them out to minister and serve throughout the region with those gifts. 


It must have been a wonderful awakening for them, coming from such diverse backgrounds as fishermen, and tax collectors, and other back grounds, to be joined together with such purpose, and with such power. They were, in that time, what the church was to become; an intentional missionary group sharing Christ’s words and teachings, and offering healing and hope to a hopeless word. And the disciples return rejoicing. And that also should be for a us a precursor of what the church should be.


For as the disciples gathered and shared their experiences, and Jesus continued to teach and minister in their midst, their gathering grew to be a multitude, eventually of thousands; who is the hillsides near Bethsaida numbered in the thousands, fed then by the miracle of God’s abundant grace. The feeding of the five-thousand. 


This ninth chapter of Luke brings all the aspects we encounter in the rest of the bible into focus, and a coming together of the most key aspects of the faith and testament that precedes Christ Jesus, and there upon the mountain height there is a revelation beyond any burning bush, heavenly stairway, or small voice in the temple or under the wind. 


And Jesus take a few of his disciples with him, to go beyond the veil of their understanding, so they could know and by knowing bring others to true knowledge through faith. The veil is not some special teaching, or hidden truth in God’s word, this is not the unveiling of some secret code that makes life easy or plain, but these apostles are drawn into the encounter of Christ Jesus and the Christ, the Messiah, the Holy Begotten Son of God.

And if we leave that experience on that mountain height we miss the point.

We can act as though “Well, that is what happened then, and here I am now, and the two have nothing to do with each other”, but that attitude is a lie, and it is a selfish and self indulging lie, and we like to tell it to ourselves, because then we are off the hook.

We are off the hook, or so we think we are, but we – in our faith – need to consider that the truth, the truth of that mountain height. The truth of the Damascus road, the truth of Abraham’s road to Canaan, is not meant to be left in one time and one place; and in the same way the truth you’ve declared in your high moments of faith are not supposed to be something simply of your past.

Here is how it plays out in our life as a church here. What we consider the best scenario; you are born, baptized, brought up in the church – attending Sunday or Bible schools along the way – you go to communicants classes, become a member of the church, have communion, but then skip church occasionally because you’re a teenager, get back to church as a young adult, get married through the church, bring your new family to church, join a committee, serve on the managers, elected to the session, accept and are ordained, serve communion at church, get old, then die, buried out of the church body entombed in the church cemetery, spirit in Heaven, or at least that’s what we are presuming.

And, in truth and fairness, there has to be some level of real faith in order for all of that to happen along the way. However, those are only a series of logical events. For some people, their life as a Christian is not marked by any challenge to their belief and their call to defend it, neither is remarkable to anyone except that they got out to church more than average. 

We need to wake ourselves up to the fact that to really be a part of the church we need to do more and be more than the people who sit on church pews. If - in your faith - you really do not see much difference between sitting in church, and waiting in a waiting room [except maybe the music is a bit more ‘rockin’ here], well you might have a lot of company, but perhaps your faith as well as many others is in need of discovering purpose beyond your seating choice on Sunday mornings.

When we apply God’s gifts, in God’s service, we arise to some amazing results.

The strongman at a circus squeezed the juice from a lemon between his hands. He then said to the audience, "I will offer $500 to anyone in the audience who can squeeze another drop from this lemon. A thin scholarly looking woman came forward, picked up the lemon, strained hard and managed to get a whole other teaspoon of juice. 

The strongman was amazed. He paid the woman and asked, "What is the secret of your strength?" 

"Practice," the woman answered. "I was the treasurer of a Church for thirty-two years! 
 A kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they drew. She would occasionally walk around to see each child's artwork. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.
The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."
The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks like."
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the little girl replied, "They will in a minute."

That is the kind of faith that we are meant to have. James, John and Peter were given the chance to see Jesus as he really was, but they were meant to take that experience down from the mountain with them and share it with the world, to really change the world through what their experience had taught them.

God takes us all beyond the veil. When Jesus died upon the cross, the great curtain in the temple was torn in two, a cloth without seam or stress-point was torn stem to stern, top to bottom, and that curtain symbolized that barrier between simply obeying God as servants of God, and really knowing God as our Heavenly Father. God takes us beyond all barriers to know him, to trust and love our God and maker. 

Jesus came, lived and died for you, not so you’d have a place to go and wear some of your nicer cloths, but so your life would have meaning in the sharing of love, in offering kindness, and charity, and goodness to the world around you, and for a better reason than making yourself feel good, but so that through you more goodness could be known and felt in the world. 

SO when Jesus and his disciples came down again from the mountain height they encounter the man and his afflicted son. The condition of the boy is some sort of epilepsy or a palsy – but that day and age it was understood as the working of demonic forces – and for this condition there was no known cure, and in this boy’s case with each seizure the affliction was getting worse. 

And the father had come to the disciples in hopes of a cure. These same disciples had gone out through the countryside preaching and healing and driving out demons, but in the case of this one little boy whatever they had offered, their attempt to heal him of his condition had failed.  

But Jesus did not fail. Rebuking that which was evil, Jesus finishes the cure that his disciples – left to their own devices - could never complete. And we are fools if we think that what we are capable by ourselves is enough to be faithful and a strong Church. If we try and leave Christ’s greatness in some other place and some time in the past, then we are not taking with us to the present situations that life presents, the very best resource and strength that we have been given.  

God did not send His only begotten Son to walk this earth, teach the truth of all law and scripture, to suffer for us, to die for us all so that we could have a bunch of stories to recall as lessons of our youth or something we hear about on Sunday. 

Jesus, risen from the dead, and in Heaven and yet by the Holy Spirit with us still, is meant to be in our hearts, in our lives, a part of each step, evident as present with us by our words and our actions. 

For we find ourselves as the veil the world sees. When people come looking for God, they do not come to me as your minister alone, but they come to each and all of us, and we can be that curtain that tries to block and hide God, keeping Christ safe and secure in some place in our past; in our own sheltered faith. 

Or - in the grace we have been given - we can lift the veil and reveal the glory of God. Through the love we share and act upon as a community of faith, that all who come to dwell with us in this place, and to where ever we are called, will come and see God with us, moving among us, witnessed to by more than the book in our hands, but the word of God written upon our hearts.

Let the Lord of life and light shine through your life that Christ may be fully known through your life, and the gifted healing witness you are called to offer. To the Glory of God, now and forever, Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 569 Joyful, joyful we adore thee

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Kingsfold] The Lord is with us {bulletin cover}
We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

St. Andrew’s – This Monday, February 11th 

– St. Mark’s – Sunday the 24th after worship at the church hall
Bible Study: On hold until spring. A pamphlet on prayer will be released by the group for the use of the congregations and community. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville

Presbyterians Sharing is the national church fund that supports the overall mission and ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Congregations commit to raising an accepted allocation each year. The 2013 budget is $8 million.
Presbyterian World Service & Development is the PCC's development and relief agency. PWS&D raises funds directly from congregations and individuals and through government (CIDA) grants - over and above gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission personnel; funded through Presbyterians Sharing, often work with PWS&D partners.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment  Creative youth ministry Presbyterians Sharing supports Almanarah Church in London, Ontario. This Arabic Christian ministry draws together people from many Arabic-speaking countries. The congregation recently moved into its own building and people are excited about the opportunities this creates. At their Vacation Bible School, participants learned about gratitude, compassion, forgiveness, grace and faithfulness in an interactive teaching style. In their puppet ministry, team members write and perform plays and skits which are shared with children and youth. They are hoping soon to create DVDs and put them on the web. There is much excitement at Almanarah about their different ministries that are sharing stories about the gospel with people in London and around the world! 
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