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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent 

February 17th 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship Shine, Jesus, Shine
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 425 Thy hand, O God, has guided
  BoP 306 

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 91 [BoP 648] 

1    He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
2    I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.
3    Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.
4    He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
5    Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
6    Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.
7    A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.
8    Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.
9    Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;
10    There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
11    For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
12    They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
13    Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.
14    Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.
15    He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.
16    With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.
KJV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 148 He is love
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Deuteronomy 26:1-11

1And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein; 2That thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his name there. 3And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that I am come unto the country which the LORD sware unto our fathers for to give us. 4And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it down before the altar of the LORD thy God. 5And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous: 6And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage: 7And when we cried unto the LORD God of our fathers, the LORD heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labour, and our oppression: 8And the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders: 9And he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk and honey. 10And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O LORD, hast given me. And thou shalt set it before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy God: 11And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the LORD thy God hath given unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is among you.
KJV

1When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 3and say to the priest in office at the time, “I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come to the land the LORD swore to our forefathers to give us.” 4The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar of the LORD your God. 5Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. 6But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. 7Then we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. 8So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. 9He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 10and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.” Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. 11And you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you and your household.
NIV


       Epistle – Romans 10:8-13

8But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
12For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
KJV

8But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 330 O God our help in ages past
                BoP 87 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 4:1-13

1And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 5And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, showed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 11And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.
KJV

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.
3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”
4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’.”
5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7So if you worship me, it will all be yours.”
8Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”
9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10For it is written:
    “‘He will command his angels concerning you
    to guard you carefully;
11    they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
12Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”
13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
NIV

Sermon: Faith to know & hope to see

It can be very hard to come to terms with what we know, and what the limits of our knowledge really is.

A seventeenth century scientist, William Harvey once said: “All we know is still infinitely less than all that still remains unknown.” 

It was true then and it is still very true today.

And more than in just the discoveries of science, because our lives are more than the methodical picking apart and examination of matter in this static moment of existence. We know this is true because every time we meet with each other we rediscover each other. As much as it may surprise you, your minister does not know everything about you after our first meeting, or after five years of meetings. It is more than just the scientist in me that wants to continue these meetings, not simply for the sake of observation, but for the continued transformation that this fellowship we are building causes in each of us.


The same truth can be said about our encounters with God’s word. Whether strong in faith, or new to faith, or just awaking to the possibility of faith, in reading the Bible, in hearing passages read aloud, what we experience today is not going to be the same as what we understand tomorrow. 

Did the text change? 

Well, from translation to translation, yes – it can be said that there are difference; what I read in the King James Version “The Word is nigh thee.” and what is read in the New International Version “The Word is near to you;”, these are different words, with different tones, translating the original words, from the original language “Ἐγγύς σου τὸ ῥῆμά ἐστιν,” [eggous sou toe reyma estin] Endeared/entrusted unto you the proclamation is.

But more than words on a page the Bible talks about the Word of God being written upon our hearts and readable from our lives. What are people reading from your life? Can you be read like a book? And is the book they are reading by way of your anything like God’s Word?

Every year another ream of ‘must-read’ biographies come rolling out the presses onto bookstore shelves; autobiographies of political figures, and of course the authorized biography of this actor or that actress; the never before told story of some historical figure; all those sorts of stories meant to catch our interest as we look for which of these figures we most resemble. The major trend in theological writing – rather than writing a reflection on someone’s theological work is to try and offer a comprehensive and yet fresh biography on some mostly forgotten theologian from three to five hundred years ago. I know, you all cannot wait to get home and make your order through the Presbyterian Book Room to fill up your shelves.


And as exciting as that sort of writing must surly be to you, I do know that a number of you check the listed obituaries regularly; probably just to check and see if your name is there, if nothing else.  These obituaries often display an import fact of life for many people.

“So-and-So, beloved of So-and-So, a life-long member of Such&Such church” or “read her bible every day” or “always a man of prayer”

That short phrase is a witness of God’s love, and Christ Jesus Lordship, as much as my preaching on a Sunday. We need to encourage each other to be living witnesses, because in that sharing of God’s love and God’s word we discover life’s purpose. And life’s purpose can be so very elusive at times. 

When Jesus was drawn out in to the wilderness, revealed in His baptism to be God’s own Son, he went to be justified against all the temptations of human life, to have his life be defined by any and all the measures that we use still today to recognize greatness:

Why is western society seen as great? 

Well it must be because we have all the bread, that is to say, we have all the provisions and control of all the resources. Isn’t that what makes us great?

We are discovering that perhaps holding the loaf of bread is not greatness, but the ability to share the loaf is.

Well, our way of life is good and great because look at the kind of houses we can live in and cities and infrastructure and institutions that our society has established. Isn’t that what makes us great?

And we have learned that buildings fall down, things wear out, and human institutions do not live up to the reputations assertion they declare; they don’t always practice what they preach.

 Well, still, doesn’t all the other countries of the world look up to us, and think and say good things about us? Isn’t our way of living the kind of living that everyone else in the world is trying to copy? Aren’t we, the western developed world, the standard for living?

I am going to show you an irony.

Our society, for its resources, and material, and development, and its standard of living shows off how foolish it is, how ridiculous we all are, when we go on vacation; when we ‘get away from it all’. 

What’s a vacation? You hear people say things like : “I don’t want to drive, I just want to sit on a beach in an arm chair, stay in a nice place with less clutter than home, don’t want to be busy and puttering around, and running errands and getting groceries.”

Or better yet, a vacation for some is taking a bedroll, a few supplies out to some pressboard camp in the woods, with no electricity, with a few good friends and the chance to share the memories of the times you’ve all been getting together. 

Are we waking up, at last - at what is perhaps the end of the industrial age - to what is most important?. Are we reawakening to Christ’s teachings of generosity in the face of abundance and a willingness to share even in what little we believe might have? Are we open in mind enough to see past the glossy sheen of earthly institutions, and rejoice again in the everlasting fellowship of faith and hope in Christ? And, are we ready to make our home in the truth the Bible teaches, and that we are just beginning to hear again? A truth about the love of a family? About the importance of friends? About caring for one another, uplifting one another, listening and trying to understand each other, and to try and see life through another person’s point of view?

I hope your answer to all of this is ‘yes’, or at least I hope your answer is ‘I hope’.

And I pray you put that hope in Christ, for ‘everyone who puts their trust in Christ will not be put to shame’. Amen   

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 471 We are one in the Spirit

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Kingsfold] I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. In this Christmas season we seek to grow in hope, in share in peace, live in joy, and host a fellowship of love and charity. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

Thank you everyone who attended the meeting this past Wednesday at Zion church.

Bible Study: To start up again on January 22nd 2013 10am in Beersville. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

Aerobics Classes – Christmas feasting a little too grand? Put your New Years resolution into action! Exercise classes at the Harcourt legion led by Marly, Tuesday and Thursday, 7-8pm. $25 per month or $5 per class. 

NEW Prayers: {each week we will receive prayer requests to be posted in the bulletin and shared in our prayers within the worship service and prayed for during the week. If you have prayers, but do not wish them to be posted in the bulletin please contact Rev. Sutherland and those prayer will be kept within the confidence of the prayer chain and session. } 

Our prayers this week are for Raymond Fahey. The Murdock & McEachern families, 

Presbyterians Sharing is the national church fund that supports the overall mission and ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Congregations commit to raising an accepted allocation each year. The 2013 budget is $8 million.
Presbyterian World Service & Development is the PCC's development and relief agency. PWS&D raises funds directly from congregations and individuals and through government (CIDA) grants - over and above gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission personnel; funded through Presbyterians Sharing, often work with PWS&D partners.
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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Mission Moment Sharing God’s love in the inner city It is well below freezing in downtown Saskatoon, but the people at Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry (SNCM) are enjoying warmth and companionship. It’s

Friday, so there is a hot meal as well as the usual sandwiches. Coffee cups warm cold hands. A

few people have come in to sleep, having spent the night walking the streets to keep from freezing. Besides its food program, SNCM offers healing circles, a Sunday worship service, and a tutoring program. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing are helping to share God’s love, forgiveness, peace and joy with vulnerable people in inner city Saskatoon.

 
