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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany 

February 3rd 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

Today St. James’ Annual Meeting, following worship after the luncheon.

St. Andrew’s Annual Meeting – originally scheduled for this Monday has been rescheduled for . . .

St. Mark’s Annual Meeting – Is set for February 24th following worship that day and will meet at St. Mark’s hall.

Bible Study: On hold until spring. A pamphlet on prayer will be released by the group for the use of the congregations and community. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

Call to Worship Be Glorified 
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 425 We praise you, O God
  BoP 571 We praise Thee, O God

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 72 [BoP 642] 

1    Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king’s son.
2    He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment.
3    The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness.
4    He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.
5    They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations.
6    He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.
7    In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.
8    He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.
9    They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.
10    The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.
11    Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.
12    For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper.
13    He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy.
14    He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight.
15    And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised.
16    There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.
17    His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.
18    Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things.
19    And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.
20    The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 375 Fairest Lord Jesus
     BoP 232 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 1:4-10

4Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 6Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 7But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 8Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 9Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 10See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.
KJV

4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
6“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”
7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”
NIV


       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
4Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
8Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 13And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
KJV

1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 767 Lord, speak to me
                BoP 477 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 4:20-30

20And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

 22And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? 

23And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 

24And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 25But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 26But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 27And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 

28And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. 

30But he passing through the midst of them went his way,KJV

20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
23Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’”
24“I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”
28All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
NIV
Sermon: Known
GNOTHI SOUTON in the original Greek

Or in Latin NOSCE TE IPSUM
This is the aphorism of the envisionary, introspective philosopher; the idealist who has looked beyond the stars as far as they can in search of knowledge and who realizes there is yet one frontier left open to explore, and that is the frontier within. 

The maxim of self discovery has titled every revolution, subtitled every cultural-social manifestation, and has underwritten everything from doctoral dissertations on body, mind, or spirit to campy novel and movie clichés that tumble out of civilization, as we together, and we as individuals pursue the illusive question: ‘Who am I?’


Jeremiah’s ministry begins with this sort of identity crisis; and it mirrors the crisis the people of Israel were facing at the same time. This is often true of the biblical prophet, where the course of their lives are presented to explain the rest of the social commentary, in this case however, Jeremiah is set up as a mirror to a nation that is setting God aside and forgetting who they were, who they are, and who they are called by God to be.


Jeremiah is that reminder, and not just for a nation facing the threat of being conquered by an aggressive world. Jeremiah faced opposition from among the people of God, who had grown complacent, accepting their plight or even looking forward to what these foreign nations had to bring. Egypt was breaking promises after promise, and the aggressors of Syria & Babylon as well as their allies were drawing tremendous pressure on Israel to give over its control of the major land based trade routes. Yet it s was the cultural envoys, the religious invaders who had already infected the people with doubt and fear [not only about themselves, but about who God is]; and this really is what won the war that sent Israel into exile. 


The bible can be a hard read for a number of reasons, but one reason in particular is that the people of God have to go through such terrible hardship. It seems that after they struggle to become a nation, and after the fight off foe after advisary after every kind of enemy from without and within, they should be allowed to exist as a nation and prosper as a people. If the story of the nation of Israel ended with David and Solomon that’s what it would have been; the feel-good story of the year.


But the bible is not simply a story book; and from history to theology, to ideological revelation it purpose is not to make us feel good about who we are, but to help us discover the everlasting joy in God. From page to page the reader is called back to ask, in reflection, in prayer, ‘who am I?’ - in relation to what I am reading, in what I am believing, who is God calling me to be? 


But knowing yourself, and knowing the people around you is not simply something for the philosopher, or the academic. The whole social commentary about political identity, and cultural heritage is not, and should not be left up to those who consider themselves experts; philosophers and theologians, politicians we all need the amateurs to keep us honest. It is not the kind of learning you can be forced to sit down and read, or have brain-washed into you. No matter what I try and tell you, you still are who you are.


Still, that does not keep the advertisers from telling us what we need to complete our selves, or from friends to foes being offered insight into the transformations that will make us more ‘ourselves’. Here is a good one from the US Marines “Be all you can be”; really, the Canadian equivalent ‘No life like it’ or “Proud of the past & Building the future”.


If an ‘organization’ is trying to get you to join they will tell you any number of thing to get your membership, to force your hand to the dotted line to sign. In some churches, isn’t that what you seem to hear, see, sense – join us and we’ll help you discover who God made you to be. The moment someone is putting who you are up as an option that they can control, you have to question the legitimacy of that organization and the morality of that spiritual path. 


And the easier that path, and the more they want to tell you about who you are, the more wary you should be. I could stand here and offer a moral teaching on what you should be like, giving you a shopping list for your faith, but then - of course – I would defeat the whole purpose of today’s gathering, which is not for what we can ‘get out of it’ as so many have understood the purpose in belonging to and attending worship as a church; today is about checking our knowledge about God, and recognizing in celebration worship God as a family – made a family by his love. The church is the loving family of God, loving God. 


But I am not here to tell you who you are. I can tell you endlessly about this denomination’s history, put that history in the context of the larger church in its heritage from scripture to the forked path of today. But from Sunday worship, to bible study, to sitting with the children in their lessons times, our life together in faith is not about imposing one model of worship, life, or practice on you or anyone else; and the furthest I try to go in that direction is to in some way, put the bible in your hand and send you out to discover its truth as you get to know life; your own and the lives of the people around you.    

It’s the shout of the teenager, to parents or to teachers “YOU DON’T KNOW ME!” And you don’t! No matter how much parents , friends, and teachers can observe about you, about our children and our youth, and what professional skills help them detect in these budding personalities, we don’t and can’t know them as well as they know themselves. Oh, we can help them see what perhaps they are hiding from themselves, and force them to confront aspects of their personality or behaviour that perhaps are unsettling to them as well as us, but to presume to guide from the position of, ‘I know you better than you think you know yourself’ is more than false, it is dangerous.

Paul approaches the apex of humanity, calling out to the Church to live up to its fullest example in Christ. He does not tell the church that it is supposed to be wealthy, or that it’s identity is wrapped around how it is organized, but for all the things that we can be known for, if we are not known for our love, than we nothing. Love or nothing; because love is the highest, the best, the all in all – for God is love. 

Israel had lost its love. It was the people dwelling in the love of God, but I drew away to other things, to the false Gods of their own nationhood, their own cultural agendas, to the ways of the world rather that leading the world to God.

God knew me when he knit me together and wove my life lovingly with purpose in my mother’s womb through my parent’s love. In the same way you were woven together, not simply from the DNA coding, the molecular coded tissues of mind and body, or even a lifetime of education and experience. 

I think of all the young families and couples who are getting ready today, including Marly, David and I, to welcome a new life into their midst, and in reading these words of Jeremiah we can glimpse our loving God reaching in to the lives of those families to create a beautiful and transforming life as we wait with anticipation their coming into the world.

Hear God words, as God speaks to every moment of our lives: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”    


Each of us, in our own right, in the amazing gifts that are given to each one of us, are called in the missed of this same prophetic office, to display who we know we are,, so the whole world can see and know, not just know us and who we think we should be, but to - most of all – show the whole world that we are a loved and loving child of God.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 490 God of grace and God of glory

BoP 465

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Kingsfold] The Lord is with us
We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Presbyterians Sharing is the national church fund that supports the overall mission and ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Congregations commit to raising an accepted allocation each year. The 2013 budget is $8 million.
Presbyterian World Service & Development is the PCC's development and relief agency. PWS&D raises funds directly from congregations and individuals and through government (CIDA) grants - over and above gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission personnel; funded through Presbyterians Sharing, often work with PWS&D partners.
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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Mission Moment PWS&D Sunday: Recognizing 65 years of sharing, caring and service For 65 years, our church has been actively supporting people in need through Presbyterian World Service & Development. All over the world, PWS&D works with vulnerable communities to overcome poverty, oppression and injustice. Sunday, February 3rd is designated by the national church as PWS&D Sunday—a day to remember those we serve and to reflect on all of the amazing things that happen in our world through small acts of kindness, generosity, solidarity and love by members of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Through PWS&D, we reveal our faith and demonstrate our belief that even amidst the bleakest moments, life prevails over death and hope is stronger than despair. Thank you for 65 years of prayers and support! 

 
