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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent 

February 24h 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

– St. Mark’s - TBA
Call to Worship You are my all in all
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 67 Praise the Lord! Ye heavens adore him
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 27 [BoP 627] 

Children’s story – Abraham’s vision

Children’s Hymn: BoP 447 O love that will not let me go

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Genesis 15

1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
    “Do not be afraid, Abram.
    I am your shield, 

    your very great reward.”
2But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”
8But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?”
9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”
10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away.
12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. 14But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”
17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates—19the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”
NIV


        Epistle – Philippians 3:17-4:1

17Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
1Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 211 Speak, Lord in the stillness

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 13:31-35

Jesus had just taught the crowds him what the kingdom of God was like, taking away the presumptions about heaven and hell because God’s people struggled to understand these things in terms of God’s design and not their own.


But there were those who disagreed with Jesus, leaders and powerful people who wanted what they wanted, and not necessarily what God wanted, even in the city of Jerusalem.  

31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”
32He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!
34“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’
NIV
Sermon: Vision & Covenant

A covenant is a promise, but more than a promise like “I will not steal cookies from the cookie jar.” Or “I promise to behave myself in church.”, a covenant is a promise where God is invoked, where faith is involved.


So a promise like “I promise to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” is only a promise; but as soon as you say “So help me God.” this becomes a covenant. 

In this covenant we celebrate the relationship that we desire to have with God and that God creates for us. 


Well, why is it so important to understand what a covenant is? Why not just call it a God-promise and be done with it? All these extra words and terms are just confusing and they make us sound different than the rest of the world. 


And the point is, you are different. The rest of the world, at least the world around us, around you, did not come to the worship service today, and may have little to nothing to do with the church. That is startling, and it can be painful to accept, but it should be inspiring too. It should be easy to see who else should be sharing in these promises between human kind and God. It should be of the utmost importance to make sure that our families and our friends, our whole community should be living within the promised love of Christ Jesus.

In our gospel reading today we read that some of the Pharisees who had been listening to Jesus, and they thought well of his teaching, they were amazed by the miracles he performed, perhaps they even believed he was a prophet or the Messiah. They saw that Jesus was getting in trouble with the authorities. The principality, the governor, and this King Herod were not fans of anyone who said that power belonged to God and not themselves. Herod especially was jealous of power and influence and position and appearance. 

Jesus called Herod ‘fox’ and he was not referring to looks as much as Jesus was calling Herod a schemer, a scavenger, and a predator. Not exactly a respectful statement to make to a king. But Jesus told the truth, didn’t mince words, and confronted the authorities on human terms, with human words. 

Many of us fear confrontation, but we are all of us called to it. When the world around us goes in one direction we are sometimes called to go in another. When fun and games on Saturday night becomes more important than faith and worship on Sunday morning, this needs to be confronted; and there are lots of ways to confront. Every time Jesus confronts people with the wrong they are doing or have done, does he take out the cords and clear the streets like he cleared the temple? No.

Jesus confronts Herod and his threats, and the authorities and their threats, with the thorough shaming. Hear Jesus words:

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem”

He calls out the people of God in what should be the city of God.

“You who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you . . .”

Jesus told a parable that echoes this same line. Jesus said [and this is in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke]: 

“A land-owner built a vineyard, put a winepress in it, built a tower for it and fenced it; and appointed a staff of workers to care fro it and make sure it produced. When the time came to take up the harvest the landowner sent servant after servant to gather in the harvest, and the workers killed every one of them, because they wanted the whole harvest for themselves. 

Finally the landowner sent his own Son to the vineyard, but seeing this as an opportunity to really take over the estate the wicked workers killed the Son too.”

And Jesus asked then, “What do you think the Lord of the land will do when he comes to the vineyard? Will he not destroy and ruin every one of them for the harm and hurt they have caused? And then give all that would have been their over to others who are more willing to care and deserving the just rewards?”

Jesus pities the sinful because he knows what they are giving up in their lack of faith, and in their limited vision.

More and more people, each and every day, our children grandchildren, our friends and our neighbours are accepting that the only good thing is the fun they can have today. They only believe in what their hands can produce and what amount of stuff they can posses. It does not matter whether we are looking in a child’s toy-box or an adults toy-box, what’s in there are a couple of treasured fun items and the rest is just a status symbol, but ask someone to part with them, to go through life without them.

King Herod was ruled by his desires; for his brother’s wife, for the esteem of being called king, for the power of Rome. He wasn’t in charge of anything, but so much like a fox trying to steal his way into power and position and walk away with a big empty prize. But he was just a symptom of the whole society, the whole people of God were turning into this sinful, self-centred, self righteous, hypocritical generation. 

So Jesus cries out to the city before him saying: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you. how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! “

The Greek word the we translate into church in the Bible is ecclesia; literally meaning ‘those called together by common faith or purpose’. The word that Jesus is using in this passage is episunago and that word sounds a lot like synagogue, except that it means not only the gathered – so the ones that God brought together – but it means the everyone that God brought together. 

This is the ‘end-times’ stuff, this is Jesus talking about the end result of not simply his ministry; but the real reason he came to earth, lived a human life, would die a human death.


Jesus calls us to a mission with these words, to a new promise in His name. 


In a first reading we can go over this passage and say, “Wow, Jesus is sad about a city filled with people that keep messing up.”
But we read a little deeper and we discover that he is sad not only about those who are not responding to God’s love, but he sad for what awaits them. It is one thing to never have heard of Jesus, never to have read his word nor known or experienced his grace, but the city of Jerusalem knew that grace, even preached, it was the centre of faith.


But it lost its vision; the people lost their way. 

  But we are still determined. We will not lose our way, nor will we let this community lose its way either. . . 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 362 Lord of all power

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Kingsfold] The Lord is with us {bulletin cover}
We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

· St. Mark’s – Today

·  - St. James port Elgin, TBA
Bible Study: To start up again on Tuesdays, 10am in Beersville. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm 

Presbyterians Sharing is the national church fund that supports the overall mission and ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Congregations commit to raising an accepted allocation each year. The 2013 budget is $8 million.
Presbyterian World Service & Development is the PCC's development and relief agency. PWS&D raises funds directly from congregations and individuals and through government (CIDA) grants - over and above gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission personnel; funded through Presbyterians Sharing, often work with PWS&D partners.
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment  Stand With Us: Social Justice All too frequently basic rights and freedoms are denied to women, children and other marginalized people around the world. Presbyterian World Service & Development is responding to these injustices by educating women and children about their basic human rights and working with local partners and government agencies to defend them. In addition, through PWS&D’s support of KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives, of which PWS&D is a founding member, you can help protect the rights of workers, eradicate child labour and sexual exploitation, empower women, and inspire positive change globally.

